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The benefits of education and of
useful knowledge, generally difused
through a community, are essential
to the preservation of a free govern-
ment.

Sam Heuston

Cultivated mind is the guardian
geniue of democracy. . . . It is the
only dictator that freemen sclmowl-
edge mnd the only security that Free-
men desire.

Mirabesu B. Lamar
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PREFACE

This work was undertaken to discover the exact status
of the negro in one of the border states. An effort has
been made to give definite information as to the legal, social,
economie, and religious condition of the negro from his in-
troduetion into slavery in Colonial Western North Carolina
to the abolition of slavery in Tennessee in 1865,

The study reveals the struggles of the slave from a status
of servitude under the commen law through the institution
of slavery regulated by an extensive slave-code into the
final eondition of an almost helpleas citizen with a responsi-
bility for which he was only partially prepared.

The status of the free negro is also established in his rela-
tions to both the slave and the whites. It was rather dis-
appointing to find that the free negro was more dizadvan-
tageously situated than the slave. He never attained either
civil or political eguality, although he exercised the =uf-
frage until 1834. He was subject to a special code different
from either the slave code or the regular code.

It is clear, however, that the negro, whether glave or free,
was making progress. He was receiving an industrial
training without which he could never have sustained him-
self without help, when freedom came. His training for
active participation in the body politic was negligible. He
was taught the lesson of being obedient to law.

A constructive part of the study is the disclosure of a
large body of loyal friends of the negro in all his stages of
development. These consisted of not only the abolitionists,
the Friends, and the anti-slavery forces generally, but of
more congervative individuals who zaw that the negro could
be fitted for freedom only by a gradual process. The eourts
of the state deserve special mention in this connection.

The study has been a difficult one to make becausze of the
scarcity of the sources and the deplorable condition of those
that were available. The county records of Tennessee have
gither been burned, thrown away, or thrown together in
heaps in the basement of county court houses. The state
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archives are in the attic of the Tennessee Capitol, eovered
with dust, and are practically inaccezaible for any thorough
study. The statutes of the state, records of courts, reports
of anti-slavery societies, church minutes, petitions, sglave
codes, periodicals, travels, reminiscences, and newspapers
are the principal sources consulted. A goodly number of
general, state, and church histories and hiographies proved
useful for general information.

The work was begun under the direction of Professors
Jernegan and Dodd of the University of Chicago, and con-
tinued under the guidance of Professor Albert Bushnell Hart
of Harvard, Professor 1. B, Phillips of the University of
Michigan, and Professor William A. Dunning of Columbia '
University. Professor B. B. Kendrick of Columhbia Uni-
versity was especially helpful in organizing the material,
But for the stimulating and sympathetic assistance of these
men, the study could not have been completed. The author
alone is responsible for any errors of fact and the con-
clusions.

CALEER PERRY PATTERSON.

The University of Texas, Austin, Texas.



CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

The introduction of slavery into Tennessee was a part of
the westward movement of colonization. It had passed the
experimental stage of its development in North Carclina
before Tennessee acquired an independent political exist-
ence.) Its economie, social, and legal aspects had largely
been determined hefore Tennessee was even seftled.* Asa
system of labor, it had proved a valuable adjunct to the
sturdy pioneers in converting the wilderness of North Caro-
lina into a growing community that began immediately to
look forward to statehood.” As a social institution, it had
been left primarily to the regulation of custom. As a prob-
lem of government, an elaborate code had been enacted for
itz control. Itz establishment and regulation in North Car-
olina prior to 1790 conatitute, therefore, the genesis of this
study.

Negro slaves were brought into North Carclina in 1663
by Virginia immigrants who planted a settlement on the
Albemarle River.' A group of more thrifty Virginians,
with a large number of slaves, settled in the central part of
the state about the middle of the cighteenth century.® A
number of amall farmers came to the western part of the
state with their slaves at about the same time.” Tt is im-

!Tennessee belonged to Virginia from 1607 to 1663, to Carclina
from 1663 to 1603, and to North Carolina from 1683 to 1780, Gar-
rett, W. R., and Goodpasture, A, V. History of Tennessee, p. 14.

2The first settlements in Tennessee were made in 1769 and 1772,
Ibid., pp. 49-62.

"The settlements of western MNorth Carclina hecame the State of
Franklin in 1785, the Southwest Territory in 1790, and the State of
Tennessee in 1706. Ibid., pp. 91, 105, and 127.

iDoyle, J. A., The Englizh Colonies in America, I, 381,

"Bassett, John Spencer, Johns Hopkins University Studies, Vol 14.
p. 18.

€1hid., p. 19.



