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PREFACE.

Tae Yorke Frizo of the University of Cambridge, to the
establishment of which this work owes its existence, was founded
about twelve years ago by Edmund Yorks, late Fellow of Bt
Catharine’s College, Cambridge, and, under a scheme of the
Court of Chancery, is given sonually to that graduate of the
University, of not morc than seven years' standing from his first |
degres, who shall be the ruthor of the best essay on some subject
rclating to the “Law of Property, its Principles, and History in
various Ages and Countries.” The subject preseribed for the
year 1684 by the Adjudicators, (Arthur Cohen, Eaq., Q.C, M.F.,
and R. Romer, Esq, Q.C), was “The Influence of the Roman
Law on the Law of England". The prize was awarded to the
Essay bearing the motto: “ T régere tmperte populos, Romane,
mements,” which is now published in accordance with the
conditions of the Award.

The history of English law has yet to be written, but one
of the most interesting chapters in that work of the future will
be the one which deals with the subject of this Essay. I am
far from imagining that the following pages afford an exbaustive
or even adequate treatment of so important and diffeult a
question. To expect such a work to be written in ten months
by & young man within seven years of bis first degree would, T
think, be asking too much even of “ the omniscience of youth,”
Except in one instance, I do not pretend to have done more
than collected and, to the best of my ability, criticized what



