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Oh my heart's In foe hepther, wialowse oy doom.™
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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

THE sstonishing rapidity with which the ** Heather Lintie”
passed throngh its tirst impression of 1500 copies has embol-
dened the Author to wenture npon a Second Edition of the
work. In order aa far as posaible to meet the public taste, with
which, through his repent interconrse with sonciaty, he haas
become & littlo more conversant, the Awnthor has mads con-
atderable changea in the present iggue. These consist in omis-
gions, corrections, and additioms, all of which, he humbly
trmste, will be rocerved by the resder ae decided improvementa,

The Auvthor iz, nevertheleas, duby sensible of the remaining
literary defcets of the volums. While thos acknowledging his
ineompeteney as an Author fully to saticly the vamod tastes of
the reading public, be dings o the hope that, as the pro-
dovctien of an fliterate working man, this edition, from its
general fonor and the varisty il offera boll a3 regacds spicilual
and seculsr =ubjects, will, no leas than the preceding cme,
eecure o it@ behalf the kind putronsge and indalgent sppro-
bation of at least the betier portions of socicty, & distinetion
already conferred npon him, and which it is his highest am-
bation to retain,

The Avthor omce more tendars his heartfalt acknowledg-
ments to his pubecribere geavrally fur their very gemerous and
libersl enconragement ; and his thanks are douldy due te those
Literery friends who keve kindly recognised the merik of his
bumble Mose, by allowing their names to stand af the head
of his secomid subscription list.  The * Liutic™ warbles its
moorland notes &ll the more cheerily onder the influsnee of
sach geoersl aud special encourngement ; snd it may be led
thereby to zim at higher straima **gome other day,” which
shall be listaned to with ne less favear then the hmmble effa-
sons which bave been so wanuoly welcomed by the general
public,

DuMFRIES, ATGUIT, 1863,
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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION,

T submitting the following pages to the Pablic, I beg to ton-
der my most gratefnl acknowledgments to my numercus sob-
eeribers, for the very generous manner in which they have bean
pleased, withoub the induccment of even a specimen abeet, to
a=mist an ohecure onlattered workman im poblishing 8 volome
of poeme, This assistunce is donbtless owing, in some degres,
to the saperior influence of the distingoisbed names st the
head of my subecriptinn list, for whosas munificent patromage
my spreial thanks are due.

I cannob, tike Burhe apd ether Lards, sy when or where the
Muse at first discoversd me, ar indeed whether she has found
me &b wll ; Dot this T ewn say for cartain, thaet if ever the genius
of poeay did inspire me, ik was under eireumstances the most
sdverse ; 90 much sn, that if deseribed here—which they cannot
he—my readers would searcely credit the ztatoment. She
found me, if 3t all, withoub either materinl, lime, or means
for composition. I had no material, I mesn no svitable fond
of words with which o clotho toy idess. I had gt oo schoeol
education, and when oul of boyhood, and on Lhreugh maturer
lifa, T had neither the tima nor means necessary for the acquire-
ment of due information, having murmicd youny, snd being at
tha =ge of forty-ilve, the father of & family of twelve children,
fur whose maintenance I had often, while composing some of
tha following picees, to work sizbesn homes o-day in a3 very
cheerloss, enervating, and unpoetic stmoaphere, I then fol-
lowed the trade of & cotton hond-loom weaver,  Awthorsbip
in my case was partied on by fita and ataris, and in the facs
of & thoosand difficeltics, and the ides of poblication, if ever
enteriained, seomed ubbery liopeless,

Had I fancied that I should one day have had the honour of
appearing in print, I wonld nol, az T have dooe, throogh care-
lesaniess and neglect, have aliowed su many of what T eonsidered
&he bast of my productions to be logy, However, Tstill mtain
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considerably more matter than I dare venture to epecnlate
upon in the meantime, which may sce the Light at some falure
periad, if my present undertaking shall prove successfol up to
the measure of my hopes and expectations. T4 will Be sesn that
some of the pieces are of a entirical kind, and T can troly ssy
that these were intended as acorrective to certzin real avile and
abusea in eocicty. 1o some instances the satire may be oom-
mdered somewhat severe by the advooates of universal forbear-
snce ; but I trost that even such will give me the credib of
being setaabed by & good motive—thet of wishing to unmask
bypoeriay, and make viee ashamead,

I have principslly adopted the Scottish dialect, not so mueh
becanss it ia that wilh which 1 am moat familiar, hut hecanas
1 g=e it apparently despised and negleotad by thoss who ought
rather 0 chensh and appreciate it ; and becsuse there s, in
my egtimation, no dinleck more siuple, expressive, and poetio
than the Lowland [Saxon) Scotch, Take at random any of
Burns' Pocms, snd you will at encs perceiva the troth of thiz
assertion, The fashion now-u-doys ia be wrile and speak
nothing bot pore English, a8 if Seotis’s *f mither” tongne was
somrething to be despised, snd for ever banished fromw the holls
and dales, monntains sod streams, with which it has been so
lonyg sseociated.

The appeprance of the present volume hos becn brooghe
sboat mainly by the auggestions and encoaragement of some
influcntial persons, to whoese snperior judgment T fale mysslf
boond to submil.  For nearly balf s cenbury have T toiled in
one of the hardeet fields of mannzl labour, ever adhermg 4o
the strictest rules of sobrety and domestic economy, withont
realizing anyihing sk all like prospective cortainty of ntbaining
to the grand object of my highest ambition and fondest aapir-
ationd, natnely, that of dying, like my poor old Father, with-
out pwing fo any one on earth o siogle farthing He died
poor as & man ceuld do, spart from paroshial relief, bub
meverbheless possessing a title—that of an onesh wan—— s
parad with which all others, notwithstinding Ynse dawiimg,
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pomp and tinselled glitter, at owce sink into contemptible in-
ignificance,

Buch, imperfectly atated, are the grounda npon which T ap-
paal to o geeerous and sympathising public for further patron-
age, snd to the penetrating eritic for the favour of his kind
indulgence, af least to the same extent aa that generally oon-
ceded to the illiterate working man's muse.  Seeing my para-
mount object in thus appeanng before the poblic, T trast my
readers, thingh they may be at times inclined to condemn my
presmmption and notanght composition, will 4t least give me
credit for end applaud my hunble but honest tnotives. They
need nol lesk for high-flown sentiment or smbitious verse in
the following pages. I do not attempt to soar to heaven's
gates, singing Like the aky-lark ; bot my soop 8 lowly and
homely 28 the lilt of the Lttls warbler whosa name T horrow
for the Title-page : and I fondly trust thet it will be found,
Like it, true to nature, as it certainly is the spontaneons oat-
pourings of my heark.

% E. 4.

Trrayries, 2o SEPTEMDER, 1561
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