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REPORT

OF THR

BOARD OF INDIAN COMMISSIONERS.

WagHTNGTON, D, C., January 15, 7696,

BIR: We have the honor to submit the twenty-seventh annunal report
of the Board of Indian Commissionars.

Binee our last report the vocancies cansed Ly the lamentad death of
Hou. Elbert B. Monroe and Hon, Oharlea Q. Painter have been filled
by the appointment of Bishop H. B. Whipple, of Minuesota, and Mr.
Franeis F. Teapp, of thia city,

PTRUHAZE OF BETPPLIEX,

We have discharged the duties required by law relating to the pur-
chase of Indian supplies, assinting the honorahle Commissicner of
Indian Affajes in opening i)ids, inapecting samples, and awarding con-
tracts in Chicago from April 3 o May 14; in New York, from May 21
to June G, and again in Obicagn, at & speeial letting, from October 29 to
31. From snch overaight ag we have been able to give to subsequent
deliveries of goods, we are confident thut in the main contractors have
dealt honorably, furnishing supplies equal in gquality to the samples
seleeted. In a tew cames it has bern neeasgary to reject deliveries of
flour and shoes. We are glad to testify to the vigilanee of the inspect-
org employed in this serviee.

FINLD WORE,

After the award of contracts in Chicago was completed, our se
visited the La Pointe Agency, in Wisconsin, whers he fonnd Lient. W,
A. Mercer, U. 5. A., an earnest and efficient Indian agent. His scheme
for utilizing the lwnber by erecting mills on the reservations and
emploxing Iudians a8z lTnumbermen and mill hands is a practical anceeas,
and worthy of imitation at other agpeneies where large lnmber interests
are found, 1t is much more profiteble thon the vsual method of selling
the stom , and it promaotea self-aupporting indnstry, the building of
comfortable honsges, and many improvements. We wonld be glad to
gee the White Earth agent instructed to adopt the same method wpon
the great lnmber tracts in Minnesotu.

In April last Commisgioner Bwmilay vizited the Pyramid Lake and
‘Walker River reservations, in Nevada, for the purpose of investigating
the wisdom of a meaanre proposed in Uongress touching the interests of
the Indiana owning those reservations, The investigation was author-
ized by the Interior Department ugon the soggestion of members of
this Board that the bill proposed, if enacted, might greatly wrong the
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4 REFPORT OF THE BOARD OF INDIAN COMMISSIONERR.

Indians and cause to the Government trouble and large expense, Wea
invite special attention to the report of Commissioner Bmiley, and trust
that his conelusions may have due consideration should the bill or any
similar measure again be proposed in Congress. We have surely seen
enough of the disastrona resulis of removing Indiaps from their reser-
vations, and of attempting to consolidate nufriendly tribes, and we
hope that sneh experiments may not be repeated.

OONFERENUER.

The usnal pablic conferences with representatives of religious socie-
“ties and othor friends of Indian eivilization have been held at Mohonk
Lake and in this eity. The atbendanes has been larger than in tormer
years, and the earnest diseussions of topics and policies, both old and
new, clearly show that interest in the wellare of the Indian haz steadily

0WIL. teh has been done by these eonferences to mold pablie opin-
ion, to further wise legislation, and to prowmote reform in the adminis-
tration of Indian affaiva. Tle weetings of the secretaries ol missionary
societies with their fricnds and supporters for reporting progress,
mutusl connsel, and incitement to new etfort have been full of helpinl
and hopefol interest. Much har been done by the ehurches fhroungh
their mission bounds to instruet the Tndians, to reclgim them from bar-
barism, and lift them to a better life. Biill mueck remains to bhe
done, and we earnestly hope that sweh Christian effort may oot be
relaxed, but meregsed. The organization of Yeung Men's Christian
Angsociations by Dr. Kastman, and of Young People’sChristian Endeavor
Boeieties, is a promisiug movement. Those societies will help the
yoang to resist the evils and temptations that come in with eivilization.
Law aud secular edncation alone will not save the Indian. e musi
bhave moral and Christine training to give him the vital foree to conn-
teract tho enticoments that tend to degenerate and degrade bim.

EDTOATION.

The appreprintions by CUongresa for Indian schools for the current
year are abont 2 per eent lesa than for the previons year. 8till, by rigid
economy, the schools bave been maintuined, wnd some progrese has
peen made both in enrollment and average attendauce, as shown in the
following table:

Enrollmont and sreruge eliendorce ol Indian sckools, 1894 end 1895,
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It appears from these figures, which do not inelude the New York
Indians and the Five Civilized fﬁbes, that there has been u gain dur-
ing the last year of 1,417 in enrollment und 968 in average attendance,
and that 23,036 Indian pupils, over 60 per cent of the school population,
are gathered for daily instrnetion and are being tradned in the habits
and customs of ecivilized life. Tn the eontract schools there has been a
deorease of 146 in enrollment and 155 in average attendance. This has
resalted from the reduction of 20 per cent required by law in the grant
of funds for schools of this character. Faonr of thege schools have been
converted into Government boarding sclools, the bnildings and equip-
ment having been purehased or rented from the owners. One, the
‘White's Mauunal Labor Institute of Wabash, Ind., has, mnch to ouor
regrel, heen elosed, The followlng table exhibita the amonnts allowed
for contract sechools for the current and several former years:

Amounts sat apart for ediecation of Fedians in schools vnder privata contrel for the flacal
yeary 1589 Lo 7800, imalugive,
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Bhould the reduction o on at the same ratio from year to year, the
contract system will soon pass awny., And we helieve this to be wise
policy, though we recognize and appreciate the grand work dooe by con-
tract and wmission schools. Bat the time hasz come, and publie senti.
ment demands that the Government make smple provision for the
secular education of all the Indisn children and their proper trainin
for the doties of citizenship. And onr Lope ig that such proyision an
large appropriations by the Geversl Government may not be nesded
many more years, and that the whole work of Indian edueation may be
transferred to Btate control, This, we think, is the next step and the
ideal aim. A good beginning hae wiready been made in this direction
by placing Indian ehildren in the publie schools, 487 having been in
thia way provided for doring the last year, We believe that the min.
gling of the races in sehool will benefit both, and that prejndice againat
it will gradually sobaide. Wae heartily commend the parpose of Com-
misgioner Browning to “further urge the aystem daring the earrent
fiscal year,” and trust that it may be rapidly and widely extended. We
recognize with approval the enrnest efforta in this direction of the auper.
intendent of Indian schools, In his late report he says:

In my endeavors to secure the cooperation of State puperintendents of instraction
I have met with hearty response from the States of Washington, Oregon, Californis,
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Nevada, Minnesota, Wisconsln, snd Tows, and I believe that it will be possible in
most of thess Staves to transfer the work of Indish edncstion to the State suthor-
itiea within a num?armiraly short periet. In some of these States I am informed
that tho subject will be sabmitted to the Stute legislatures within the near futore,
and that efforts will be made to securs suitalle messnres looking to such transfer,
 8eems to be no good reason why the ﬂhiprﬁ;rua, Menomenses, Oneldas,
Btoekbridges of Wisconsin, the great mnijm‘iﬁy of Indinos of &Iicﬂiuran,' the
Chippewaa of Minnesots, the Suc and Fox Indians of Iows, the Omshas and Winne-
oen, the Santess of Nebrasks, the Poltawatomies and ]&icka]mna of Kapsas, the
Cherokees of North Cuarelina, and others ahonld not be cared for, so far a2 their edn-
cational needs are eoncerned, by the States in whinh thay live, In meost of thess
cases the Indisns are pelfanpporting and fairly peady te five under the same lawa
with other ¢itizens of the States.

A very importaut adjunct to the eduocational work is the valuable
sarvies rendered by field matrone and female industrial teachers.
Four yeara’ experience proves thg success of this method of teaching
domestie economy and elevating the Indian home life. No braneh of
edueation is more fruitfal for the welfare of Indian women and for the
protection of pupils returning to the reservations from boarding and
training schools. We conenr with the Oommissioner in the hope that
an increase of the funds for this service way be granted.

THE TNDTAN TEERITORY.

In our last annual repert, se well as in sevoral previous roports, we
expressed onr convietion that a better government than now exists is
needed in the Indian Terrifory—a povernment incloding the whole
Territory, with suthivity and power to secore the protection and wel-
fare of all tho people residing therein without distinetion of race. The
time has come when the United 3iater most zee to it that law, edues-
tion, uud possibilities of jastice tor white nen, a8 well as black men
and red men, shall be firmly established and maintsined in that Terri-
tory. The Indiana of the Five Oivilized Tribes, under the influence of
a few shrewd and selitsh leading men, seem to oppose any change in
their condition, and claim the right, nnder treativs with the United
Btates, to be let alove and to manape their own affaire. Buat our elear
conviction is that they huve not taithfully observed the purposs and
intent of those treaties. The language in which the original grant of
the [ndian Territory was made to the Five Civilized Tribes, as well aa
that hy which thay made subgranta to other tribes, provides plainly and
emphutieally that the lands **shall ba gecured to the whole people for
their common use nund beneflt,” That this has not been done ias well
known., A faw enterprising and weslthy Indisns have managed to
oceupy and nae large trasts of fertile land, while the poor and ignorant
bave been pushed away into rough and almost barren corners. We
believe it to be the duty of the United States Goverument to muintain
its snpreme aovareignty over every foot of land within the bonndariea of
our couniry, and that no treaties cun rightfolly alienate ita legislative
anthority, and that it is ander a sacred obligation to exercise tts pov-
ereignty by extending over all the inhabitants of the Indian Territory
the same protection aod restraints of government which other parts of
our country enjoy. The Dawes Commission, appointed to negotiate
with the Five Civilized Tribes, after a year of fruitless labor, have
come to the following conclusion :

It ig, in the jndgment of the Commiesiou, the imperative duty of Congress to
aegnme st once political coutro] of the Indian Territory. They have come with
great reluctance to this conclusion, snd have sought by all methods that might
reach the convictions of those holding powsr im the Territory te indoes them by
negotistion and mutunal agreement to consent to & satisfactory chango in their sya-
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tem of government and appropristion of tribal property. These efforts have failed
and the Commission ia driven to the alternstive of recommending abandonmentof
thewe people to the spoliation and outrages perpetrated in the nume of existing gov-
ernments ot the resumption by Congress of the power thus abused.

y thersfore recommend immediate lagislation ae follows:

(1) A Territorial government over the Five Civilized Tribes, adapted to theis
pecu].:iu.rlH anomalons conditions, so framed as to secore wil rights of residents in the
sama, and withoob impairitg the vestad rights of the cttizem Indian or other person
ot an ntruder.

iﬂ) The extension of the jurisdiction of the Tuited Stales courts in the Territory,
both in law and equity, to hesr and determine all controversiss end anits of any
nature ennesTning any Tight in or mse and ceenpation of the tribal landa of the sev-
eral nations, to which any citizen Indian or other parson, of the tribal government
of any natlon, is or may g-a tade o party plainiifl’ or defendant.

In view of the general lack of information on the part of the pablie
as to the legal righis of both parties onder the treaties between the
United States Goverument and the Five Civilized Tribes, and assum-
ing that the American people wish to do nothing prajudicial to the rights
of the Indi:tna? this Board respectfully recommend that a competent
officer of the Government, learned in the law, be instructed to make &
carefnl examination of the treaties and prepare an opinion explanatory
of this matter iu detail.

LANDA IN BRYERALLY.

During the last fiacel year, nnder the act of Febrnary 8, 1837, patents
have been iszoed to 4,466 individual 1odians, and 2,355 allotmenta have
beem approved and now pwait the netfon of the General Tand Office,
In addition to these, 2,303 allotments have been eompletod, but have
not received final action, The total number of allotments, ineluding
thoze made to homeless nonTepervation Indigns, up to the close ot Novem-
ber, 1894, ia 49957, or more than ome-fourth of all the Indians in the
United States, not including the Five Clvilised Tribes of the Indian
Territory. (Bec table of allotments, page 11.)

Thig, eonsidering that nearly nine yesrs have passed since the general
allotment act wous approved, does nob indicate that the work has been
pushed with alarming haste. At the same raie of progress another
generation muost pass away before the work will be completad. Beliew-
ng, 88 we sivcerely do, in the wizdom and utility of the policy of giving
komes and ecitizenship to Indiane, we hope to see the work go ou with
ingreasing energy unfil the reseryation system is broken up and every
individual Tndian shall have the opportunity whieh a homestead gives
of becoming a man awoug men. Some will fail, as some of all races
do, Sowme will miss their opportunities, Privilege always involyes
gm'il. Bome will succnmb to the evil infiveners and temptations which

eadom always brings and po down to ruin. But we believe that the
great majority, with proper industrial, moral, sad religions training, will
safely pass the period of trial and grow up into sturdy Christian man-
hood and enlightened American gitizenship.

Ia this connection we desire to express our gratification at the prog-
ress made in allotments to the Bouthern Utes of Colorade. When
completed this will finally settle, or at least materially help to settle,
the long-agitated guestion of the removal of those Indizns, in which
our late colleague, Mr. Painter, took a6 mueh aetive interest.

Oue great peril to allottess is that they may be peranaded, for a Jiftle
present gain, to alienate their homesteads by lease or sale. Acta of
Uongress, unwise in our _]'114:13::|:nent»,H male it eagy to do this; but we are
glad to obgerve that the present Commissioner of Indian Affairs, who
has large dizscretionary powere in this matter, is fully aware of th-




