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RECOMMENDATORY LETTER

ADDRESEED TO TIHE PUBLISHERS.

Gesr,—Thia volome by the Rev, Daniel Wilson, on the nd-
thorlty and ebligation of the Lord's day, [ have just received
from o friend in England, with & request that I woeld recom-
mend the pobliestien ef It here, shoold it oppear well sufied to
be weeful in addition to the exeellent disenssions of the same sab-
jeet by Edwards, Dwight, Ilnmphrey, and oihers of oor own
country. I hond it to yoo =a the publishers of some other invalu-
pble works of thia Anthor, and have no hesitation (n expressing
the opinion that it js adapted tobe peenlinrly useful in this coun-
try. It con hardly fail, 1 apprehend, to convines and sniisfy every
candid reader, of the DIvISE AUTHORITY AND FPERFETUAL ORLI-
oaTion ofF TEE Lonn's pav. The arguments and practical in-
caleations of which it conaists, all rest on thiz firm foundetion,
ingtead of being derived from considerations of mere expediency.
As might be reasonobly expected, therefore, from a writer of such
well known ability nnd piaty, this work is in all respects calen-
lated to promote & seriptural observance of the Lord’s day, and
it nppears to me singularly happy in itz lendency to engage the
feelings nud affections of the reader in the Cuties, publie and pri-
vate, of that hallowed period, and to invest it and all its services
with associations In the highest degees appropriste and interest-
ing,
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Much might justly bo zaid in eommendation of the plan and
siyle of it volume, A glince at the summary of its contents
will at onee show such a selection of topies, such 2 felicity in the
statement of tham; and in their order and connection; and such
particulerity and complateness, ag cannot but afford to the reader
very great satisfaction; and in the perusal, instead of o cold, ab-
stragt and formal manner and dietion, he will ba engoged with a
style and manner characterized alike by scriptoral simplicity, and
by the fervency and eamnesiness of'a truly Christian spirit.  And
it is to be noticed and commended a3 alike rare and inestimable
in such a work, that the auther having exhilited his positions in
a slrong light and sustomed them by snifable arguments, brings
them, with all the sincerity and fervor of his own spirit, to bear
on the conscience nnd hentt.  Feeling himsell a solemn convie-
tion of the truths he ineuleates, and a lvely sensibility to their
ciaims upon the eonsciences and their bearings upon the charne-
tere and destinies of men, he cannot proceed with his reader with-
out brinsing him continaally to consider these claims as personal,
and admonishing and exhorting him to yield to them an jmme-
dinte and cordial obedience. 1o sneceed in arpument, and con-
vince the understanding, does not satisty him; he lubors to gain
the will, the affections, the whole inner and outer man. In the
apirit of teue friendsiip he whkes his reader along with him as an
accountable fellow-leing in whom he hes an interest, and to
whign it is atones his office and happiness 1o do good.

This cheracteristic method of the author is exhibitied with
great advantars in bis other works, and especially in hiz adimiza-
ble volumes on the Evidences of Christianity; every page of
which requires the reader to feel his personal interest in the ques-
tiom al issue,

I all these hortatory and perauasive applications of hiz subjeat,
the elnims of Almighty God on the conecience and heart of man,
are ever held conspicwounsly in wiew, in connection with man's
accountability, and all the essential facts, doctrines, and sanetion:
of revelation.  In this respect the present volume is not only
suited to resders of every elnss, bul worthy to be held a model to
preachers and writers.  There ls an array of motives, and a fat.
nesz and fasthlalness in it which merit imitation.
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Thers is another charneteristic of this work which 1 may be
excused for mentioning, namely, the Christian spiril which per-
vades it—the humility—the benevolence—the reverence of the
Sopreme Being and of his inspired teachings and requiramentsa—
the deep sense of the prevalence and evil of ain, and of the un-
speakable blessinga of salvation—the manifestation of fuith and
hope—the harmonious and comprehensive view which seema
ever present to the author of all the objects, doctrines, duties,
blessings und prospects of religion.

The prosent work, withoul pretending to be more elaborate or
learnied on every point than seme of the treatizes now extant en
ihie snme or parts of the same subject, is, | think more comprehen-
si ve than any of them, and has the sdventage of being altogether
of o more populer cast; and it is on this aceount exceedingly well
suited to the present time. Thers is at this moment great need
of such o work in this eountry, The publie measures adopied
within two or thres years for promsting n betler observonee of
the Lord's day, having beon directed (oo exclusively to the at-
tninment of civil and seculor aid, instead of relyving on the appro-
priate gids and sanctions of seripturel inatruction and example,
hove failed to occazion the benefits anticipated by their zealous
patrons; and the atlention which was awakened to the subject,
Iyzs, it is to be feared, in o great messure dissppeared. There is
therefore special occasion and necessity for o popular work like
this, fell of warmth and exrnestness, esteblishing in o satisfactory
manner every position, answering and obvisting objections and
difficulties nod carrying home to the bozom of the render the prac-
tical legsons and sanctions of the sabject,

It iz by the preaching and publication of sermons and essaya
like these, that the public wind is to be enliglnened and a refor-
mation pramoted. There exists o lamentuble want of scriptural
knowladge and conviction on this subject. Even the religions
portion of the community bave toe generally but very defective
notions and eenvictions, a8 to the divine nnthority and obligation
of this ballowed day: and its ohservance depends too moch on
the wnthority of cnstom and expediency, and too little on the re-
quireimnents and sanctions of revelation.

A fow pussages of lscal opplication, in the admirable pastors]
address of the nuthor, and also near the close of the volume, the

1*
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judicious reader will readily accommodate, especially in the latter
case, to facte and cironmsatances of a similar nature here.

Most earnestly hoping that this work may be widely diffused
through the country, and have oll the influence under the divine
blessing, which it is so well caleulated to exert,

I remain yours truly, Evgszen Loro.
New ¥ork, Moy, 1531
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