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STATE DEPARTMENT, MICHIGAN,
SrorEraRY's OFFICE,
Lansing, February 10th, 1878,
Hon. Jopx J. BiGLEy,
Governar af the Slate of Michigan :

Bir—In complianca with ‘law, I have the honor to submit
herewith my Annual Abstract of ths reporte of the several
Boards of County Superintendents of the Poor for the year
ending September J0th, A. IJ. 1872,

The reports are very notigeahly improved over those of last
year as to execution, accuracy, and completeness, snd the
gnperintendents have uniformly manifested a willingness to
make them as foll and complete sy possible. Their written
statements in a majority of cases give cvidence that the buosi-
neag of caring for the poor has been committed to men of
ahility.

The law now reguires the reports to be made before the
punoal meeting of the boerd of supervisors; and as it is
customary, and seema to be adviaable, for the superintendents
to wait until said meeting to get from the supervisors eertain
statistics required to be reported, [ recommend that the law
be so amended that they shall be required to make their report
annnally on or before the fifteenth day of October, for the year
ending on the 30th day of Beptember., What now seems to be
& necessary violation of the law with regard to the time of
making the report, will thercby be avoided, and the only
valid excuse for want of promptness removed. With the like
promptoess on the part of all the superintendents which
now choracterizes & part of them, the sbstract eould be sub-
mitted ut least a month carlier than is now possible,

A lack of uniformity in the reports detracts considerably



4 COUNTY BUPERINTENDENTE OF THE FOOKH.

from the valoe of the abstract. T reapectfnlly snggest that a
law providiog for uniform records by ecunty superintendents
of the poor is desirable.

Throngh the courtesy of the county clerks in those counties
where there were no superintendents of the poor, I am cna-
bled to present informntion of some kind from all the organ-
ized counties,

For the sake of convenience, I have arranged the abstract in
seven tables, with one exhibit marked A" following Table
IO, end two schedules marked *A” and #B,” respectively,

Yery respectimlly,
DANIEL STRIKER,
) Seeretary of State.
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