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“RITUALISM ” OR * QUAKERISM.”

A pawrHLET has recently been published by J. W, C., (Tohn
William Cudworth,) entitled * Quakerism and the Church ; being
my reasons for leaving the Hociety of Friends and joining the
Church.” These reasons are stated to bs, That the doetrines
held by the Bociety of Friends with regard to Baptism, the
“ Lord’s Supper,” Worship, and Ministry, are at varianee with
thosa of the New Testament; whilst those of the National
% Church " are in harmony with them.

The suthor of the pamphlet states that he was hrought up in
the Bociety of Friends ; that at one time he fook it for granted
that its creed was & sound one; buot, thet after a time doubts
arose in his mind with regard to the peints above mentioned,
which doubts were examined with great care, and resulted finally
in his taking the step he has mentioned.

As & personal stranger to J. W. 0., I shall perhaps hest assura
him that T approciate his position, by stating thet, like himself, T
wes educated in the Bocioty of Friends; and, like himeelf, have
had to pass through a sessom of doubt and mentsl struggle in
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“prrvariaM " or ¢ qUaEERmEM.' T

What is not sbsolutely true, but partly true and partly
false, (a8 moat false doctrine is,} will not bear earrying to
extremen, without involving difficulties and contradictions, A
falsesyatem, therefore, may be known by s nat being consistent with
itself, and by ita attempting to hedge itself about with artificial
barriers, bayond which enquiry respecting it must not be pushed.

Now if the system of doctrine held by the Hociety of Friends
be sslf-consistent, and on the other hand that laid down by
JW.C., be not so, the first may be in acvordance with Scripture,
but the second eannet be; since nothing that contradicts itself can
be true; and if not true, it canmot be in aceordance with the
Beriptures of truth.

No one, so far as I am aware, has ever denied that what ara
popularly kmown s ‘¢ Quaker’ doctrines are selfconsisient. Many
bitter opponents, who deam the system only & “onningly devised
fabls,” admit ¢ds of it.

And what is this cunningly devised fable ?

Tis foundation doctring—the foundation doctrine of Qua]ﬂeriam-,
out of which all the others spring, is this:—

Thet God not only so loved the world that He sent His Son
into the world to stone for the sins of all mankind in the body of
His flesh, through death ; but that He also so loved the world
that He has enlightened every mean that comes into it with
some measure of His own etornal Spirit, in order that no
man might miss the offer of that ealvation which He hae thus
prepared for all.  This manifestation of God is desoribed in the
first chapter of John, as the “ Word ™ by which all things were
ereated, and as the trus Light that enlighteneth every man that
cometh into tha world, although it shineth in darkness: snd in
the same chapter we read that this ©* Word,” which was ‘' mads
flosh,” is Jesus Christ, the Bon of God. It is elsewhers spoken of
a8 the Word of God’s power by which He upholds all thinge—as
the Spirit of God-—as the pesr]l of great price—aa the treasure
that lay hid in & field—as the ssed of the kingdom of heaven, &c.

This doctrine is termed by the schoclmen, The Iuaremrars



