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FPREFACE

WisE men have ofien told us of the snares of
desultory reading. 'The mental discipline which
accompanies continvous study 5 missed by those
who wander from bool: to book.  There may he,
and there doubtless is, profit in wide and diver-
sified reading, but it is seldowm a prolit, except 10
those who have trained the mind by systematic
study.,  The Bible, like every other book, is
only read with fullest advaniage when it is
stucied  systematically, #r., book by book. 1
fear that Dible reading is too often the reading
of detached texts, or of [avourite and perhaps
isolated passages. Choeice extracts are well encugh
in their way, but they can never take the place of
complete works; and it may safely be said that
as a man does not know literature who only
knows a lew “gems" as they are called, so
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he dees not know his Bible who only knows
a few texts,

In the present day, more than in any past days,
the study of the Books of the Bible is needful
Only by such study can  we apprecinte the
comtinuous znd growing message of God's spirit
in the Bible, Moved by this conviction, let us
study one hook of the Bille—the Epistle of
St James, In doing so, we take up a book,
which is net an elaborate treatise, nor an intricate
history ; it needs no long pretininary study ; it is
a frank, simple and earnest letier, addressed to Lis
friends by a man of good and strong character.

The Reviced Version of the Epistle is printed
here by permission of the University Presses.

W. B, Riron

Firos, Abzemdber igaz,

P.S.—In my study of this book I have been
helped by many, but by none niove than by Pro-
fesson Joseph B. Mavor, whom [ desire 1o thank

for many happy and profitable howrs,
W. E. R,
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THE GENERAL EPISTLE OF
JAMES

Tanrs, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus 1

Chirist, to the twelve tribes which are of the Dis-
persion, greeting,

Count it all jov, my brethwen, when ye fall into
manifold temptations ; knowing that the proofl of
vour faith worketh patience.  And let patience
have ifs perfeet work, that ye may be perfect and
entire, lacking in nothing,

But if any of you lacketh wisdom, let him ask
of Goid, who giveth to all liberalty and upbraideth
not ; and it =hall be given him,  But et him ask in
faith, nothing doubting: for he that doubteth is
like the surge of the sea driven by the wind and
tossed,  IFor let not that man think that he shall
receive anything of the Lord; n doubleminded
man, unstable in all ks ways,

But let the brother of low degree glory in his

i



