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LIFE OF SWEDENBORG.

INTRODUCTORY REMAREA.

Ir is but a few years since the writings of Bwedenborg have
received any gonersl attention in this country, and little com-
paratively is now Enown of them axcept by those who emhbrace
the sentiments which they contain. Bot an increased intercat
18 daily manifesting itself, and many are anxious to know some-
thing of the life as well as the writings of him who is regarded
as the herald of the New Church.

There are many, too, who are desirous of knowing something
of Swedenberg’s writings, but are deterred, by the number of
his works, from the undertaking. To eech, 2 brief sccount of
his writings may be usefnl, sad produce a desire to investigate
the subject of the New Chuoroh doatrines, by a more full exam-
ination of hiz works.

1t may, bowever, be proper to obgerve, ihat the samo effort is
pot made by members of the New Jernsalem Church, to dis-
eeminate the doctrines which they embrace, as is generally
made by the eeveral religions denominations of the day, to dis-
seminate theirs. A true disciple of the New Churgh will be as
anxious that genuine truth ehould not be profaned, as that it
should be universally received. In the present dispensation,
the chureh ia to be an internal and not an external church. TIts
growth will depend not s0 much on the accession of numbers,
as on the state and inward quality of those who embrace ita
doctrines.

Much external effect might doubtless be produced by resort-
ing to energetic mesns to inate the doctrines; truth
has power in itself, and is felt by all, whether acknowledged or
denied. But the greatest danger, perbaps, to which & member
of the New Church is exposed, ia that of abusing the power
which the truths he has professed afford him. The truths of
the New Church are unfaithfully dispensed when they are used
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2 LIFE OF SWEDENBORG.

indizeriminately to attract the multitude, or to induce men to relin-
quish their present faith before they are in a state to receive a
better. A man can hardly be said to have received genuine
epiritual truth, until he has become the willing servant of that
truth, ready to dispense it, not to increase his own power and
influence, but for the role benefit of others.

That the writings of Swedenborg may be read, and the truths
contsined in them be in some measurs acknowledged, without
necessarily producing any good effect, may appear from the
following remarks: “ There are,” says onr author, “ five classes
of those who resd my writings. The first reject them entirely,
becausze they are in ancther persussion, or becaose they are in
no faith. The zecond receive them as scientifics, and as objects
of mere curiosity. The third receive them intellectually, and
are in eome menasure plersed with them, but whenever they
require an application to regulate their lives, they remain where
they were before. The fourth receive them in & persuasive
manner, and are thereby led, in & certain degree, to amend their
lives and perform wses. The fifth receive them with delight,
and confirm them in their lives.”

From the above it may appear that nothing is really gained
to the New Church by mcrely inducing men to examine the
writings of Swedenborg, without regard to the motives by which
they are influenced in the investigation. It is pevertheloss our
duty to put it within the power of others, so far as we are able,
to become acquainted with the truth; aod the objeet of the
remarks already made, ia imply 1o correct an erroneous im-
pression eoncerning the efforts made by members of the New
Church to diszeminate ita doctrines.

In the following pages are presented all the leading facts that
are now known concerning Swedenborg’s life, together with
somé deseription of hiz numercus writings.

CHAFPTER 1.

ACCOTNT OF THE SWEDENBORG FAMILY—SANDEL'S EULOGY.

Jearer Swrpsers, the father of Exanvel Swepermore,
wai born on the estate of his father, near Fahlun, in Sweden,
in 1833, He was for several years attached to the army as a
chapluin of a regiment of cavalry, but finally made bishop of
Skara, in West Gothland. For many years he superintended




BANDEL'S EULOGY. ' 8

the Swedish mission established in England and America. He
was a man of learning and abilities, and of an amiable private
character. In 1719 he was ennobled by the name of Sweden-
borg. This name, however, was adopted only by his descend-
anta; he always retained the name of Swedberg. He died in
1735, From a book published by him in 1709, entitled « Di-
vine Exercises, and Comfortable Conversations with & Sorrow-
ful Soul,” and dedicated to hia children and grand-children, it
appears that he then had three sons and four dsughters. The
following is the order in which they are named, which is doubt-
less according to their respective ages: Anna, Emanuel, Eliezer,
Hedwig, Cathuring, Jesper, Margureta.®* The grand-children
pamed are, Ericus Bengelius and Margareta Benzelive. It has
been stated that one of the family came to America at the time
Jcslpnr Swedberg superintended the Swedish mission established
in Philadelphia; and that he finally cettled in Canada.
Emannel Sm:dherg was born in gtuck]mlm, January 2%, 1688,

¥ The following §s an extract from an mgﬂhﬂM blography of Jesper
me;.'ﬁﬁ?b;bmmqwiml . %
W My Sous, aud their Names
“ 24, Moreover, [ myealf humble, end entreated no sors of rank,
a8 55 commonly the mk:ﬂmm fur iy diibdren); and T shall give the ren.
sona why I called my sons, Emancel, Eliezer, and Jesper, and none, aconrding
to mm{l, after their grandfatbars, or any of the I{Imily; {Albreeht the
eldeat, of whom I have just , wis ey my travels in foreign
rta, and his mother naned him affer her father.) I do not find in the whele
EHU seingle expmple, in which children bave received the names of their
18 or forefathers. T will only mentisn the patriacch Jacob, and king
vid; tho former bad holy, celebrated, gloris sncestors, extensively known,
wad he had twelve apns, of whom not one was called Abrahsm, Trenc, or
Jacob. King David bad also many sons, not one of whom he callad Jesss, or
Dwvid. Solomon hed sl meny sons, none of whom be called Lavid, Jeses,
or Bol ; and at his descandants thore were many kings
und princes, and oot one was called Solomon or David. This custom,
however, had, before the time of Christ, given way. 48 is avident from the
history of John the ist, whom at first t ywilﬁlommumhgm
Zecharien, (Luke i. 58,) which i s noble gad significant n-mtumma Lom-
i, that is, resvembrancs of the Lord, in order that he might be comsiaatly

35. Hereby bowever, I by no mesns presume to blame cr to di of
those who call their children after their own names; yet I bope ax pect,
that nobody will blame my wanoer (of paming cl:Elirm sines 1 have the
Bible and the exsmples of many sainta on my side: and have the full con-
o hed 1o thane il Xasp, it TaIRAMAL of Devpeey aad visags and moty

in and t mindfu amd virtue; -
many inconslderate ':ﬂp'll.l do whe give iml'.p‘?npur names to their children
auch as B)5re, UIf, Thorbeal, after the beathen god. Thoe, and do not think of
lhm;wn:i;igh the reasouable Ablgall gave to king b@rid concerning har
busband Nabal, * Let nat my Lord, I pray dwuil-ur. his heart against this man
of Bolial, oven Kabal: for ss his pame &, so & be; Nabal!is his name, and

14 ¥abal,’ in Haebrew, signifes folly.



4 LIFE OF SWEDENBORG.

This neme he retained until 1719, when, being eonobled, he
took the name of Swedenborg,

Ths most eomplete single account of his life, writien by one
who knew him, is contained in Sandel's Eulogy, which we will
here present at the outset, that it may serve a3 a general out-
live to be filled op by the various parteular sceounts which
follow.

‘Evcocron oN Exanver Swepessore: Pronounced in the
Great Hall of the House of Nobles, in the name of the
Academy of Sciences of Stockholm, October T, 1772: by M
Samuel Sandel, Counsellor of the Royal Doord of Mines,
KEnight of the Polur Star, and Member of the said 3
‘ Geotlemen! Permit me to entertain you this day upon a

subject, which is not of an sbstracted or remote nature, but is

intended to revive the agreeable remembrance of o man cele-
brated for his virtmes and his knowledge, ope of the oldest
members of this Acsdemy, and one whom we all knew and

loved, y

folly s with him.' (1 Bam. xxv. 35) Emanoel, my son's name, signifles
*{;od with us,'—a name which should cestapily remind him of the nearness
af GGod, nnd of Heat byizelor, bhaly, and mysterious connaxion, in whick, h
faith, we atand with our and jous dsod.  And blessed Lo the 'y
pame!  God has (o this b o een with him; and may God be farther
with him, ontil ke i3 sternally onited with Him in His kingdom!! Ellersr
signifies * God is M%:‘nsllwlmhemgnchnﬂymmmwhdmdhy
He was & :ﬂﬂ,mﬁsgmdwl,mdmmmtm%bjl
ha death in the 25th year of his age. youn aon was called Jesper
m‘.ﬂ'wthhmunt. becauze be was bormn o thﬁdﬂy,nﬂ in the same
II!S;; n]fm 18 wrhsf] first :;r the Ii;:t g{:]hc;ﬁru an _ﬁ‘nm
: name Jesper be written & ] write i
to the deed; for I can scarcely belisve that gay bady in Eweden has wrnitten so
rnu;h as [ have dose; sluce, T think, ten carts coul dlmﬂm' carry away what
have written and printed at 'urnél-sﬁ-me-.ln et i mmch, yea,
nearly as much nnt?]nled. Am my son Jesper bad the same inclination, for
he wrote much, and with ?lm
“og T am & Sunday-child (that b2, born on & Sunday), and the mother, my
late wifs, was also & Sunday-child, sod all my children are Sunday-children,
excopt arine, who was bom at Upeal on the 3d dey of Easter. I have
kept my sond to that (profeesion) to which God has given them inclination and
biking: and | have not tup one to the ¢ nﬂxl:,iﬂlaﬂﬁhmlnf
E;remdﬂlhlaimd&muy,m in & manper not justifi by which the
ristian Chuorch, and alea the {cterical ) order aoifier not u 1it4le, and is brought
into wuu‘:ﬁ. I have mever had M{d era in Btockbolm, whers ﬂll'lﬂ
reside in r to learn fine manners; but w wlso they learn much that
worldly amd injurivos to the soul.”

| Emanuel Swadenborg was forty years of age when this was written by his
father, and it is plain, we think, that the cause of the old bishop's Fmtt.i’mn[s
anid praiss to (fod on ascount of his son, was, that be had led & piows and
neefiul life, thus confirming what i elsawhers said of Emanuel Swedenborg,
that his life was s life of extraordloary diligence and use’ulness, and of
unfeigned pisty.—ED. Int. Rxr.




