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ADDRESS TO THE GRADUATING CLASH OF THE
LITERARY DEPARTMENT.

Y 'THE CT.ASS PRESIDENT.

The oceasion which hue bronght us together to-day for the
last time us & class s one of unusunl intorest to ws who are
about to sny farewell to the campus which has grown so dear to
us during our yoars of colloge life. The exarcises of commonce-
meont woek are plensnnt and rightly so.  OQur elass duy especially
shonld bu one of rojoicing, for it is the crowning event of o fonr
years’ rocard of which we may well bo proud. Yt if we inquire
a littla boneath the enrfaco, we shall see that after all the ending
of our school days and the severing of our undergraduats rela-
tionship with the Tniversity ara matters of more than ordinary
moment.

We have put in four of the best years of cur lifo here, we
have worked steadily and earnestly, and we have completed the
enrrionlnm preseribed for us, What then have we to show for
this outlay of precicus tine and valuable energy. Let me put
the question a little move strongly, for much is expected not
only of ms but of all the hundreds of young men and women
who this year leavo college lifo for the larger life outside. How
then are we better equipped to take our plaes in the world than
those to whom & college oducation hns been denied? How well
nre we prepared to bear the responeibilities which will snrely
devolve upon ns? How are we to render to the University, the
state, and the nation the rich return which is their due.



340 Address fo the Graduating Olass. [Fuly,

In a genoral way we have been getting an education. That
is what friends at home may have been saying of the son or
daughter away at college. Wa have been gefting an edncation
and thay have rightly expressed it But what do we mean by
an edueation? That acquisition of knowledge which the study
of books hes given us, that training of the mind which resalts
from reasoning and thinking for ourselves, that diseipline which
constant and conseientious application enforces, snrely; but that
i not all, and this is the thought that I should like to oxpress.
There is an education which is not of books. All the Jangnage,
all the philosophy, all the sciences and mathematics ean not
give it to ns, slthongh they mey help us. Nor can time over
effuen it In that respect it Is almost pecnliar to itself. 1 apeak
of the education we receive From our contact with living, acting
men, o knowladge of the motives which influence oor fellow
beinge, an insight into human character.  We beve been thrown
among young men and women from nll parte of this broad land.
From the north and south, from the cast and west they have
ecome to assist without kuowing it in giving us an educntion.
We have heen associatad with three thousand active and sarnost
young peopls whose varying temperaments and disposifions have
given us opporfnnity for extended study and careful observa-
tion. Nowhere in the world is 4 better opportunity afforded us
for broadening our minds, oponing onr hearts, and wiping ont
every inclination to sactionalism or bigotry.

Tf we hove missod this broader education we have let slip
the grandest opportunity of our college courss, and as soon ns
wa have boen thrown upon our own resources we shall find this
out, If omr four years st college have not made us broad-
minded and liberal-spirited, we Lave not gotten the full value
for our expenditure of time and energy. Grant what scems
to me to be a fair proposition, that the man who has equipped
himself most thoroughly for the duties of life is the best edu-
eated men, and the above conclusions seem obvicus.

It is with pleasurs then that we can look back upon the
eareer of our class, It has shown itself to be one of more than
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ordinary ability. Not only hss it reeord in the class room
‘bean bayond reproach, but it has demonstrated by sctual work
in other fields that it is able to grapple snocessfully with pro-
blems whose issue has affected the whole University, A liberal
spirit has pervaded its councils. It has done mueh to bring
together all classes in the University. It has beyond n doubt
inoreased the troe University spirit which is slowly but surely
emerging from a state of partial poaralysis, Fostered by an
institntion whose very broath imculeates a spirit of indepen-
dence, an institution which places a premiwmn on salf-relinnes
and eonscientious effort, the members of 1his class go forth
truly educated. For hors have we found, it we have eyes with
which to seo and cars with which fo hear, that which dis-
eiplines and enlightons the understanding, correots the temper,
eultivates the tastos, forms manners and habits, snd unfolds the
whole human nature.

Now the responsibility reste upon us io show that we are
worthy of the institution which sends us forth. Of our alma
mater President Angell has said, “She hns no endowment, she
can have no endowment of silver or gold, g0 precions and so
dear as the suceese and affection of her sona aud deughters, who
like yon go forth with her benadiotion upon their heads. We
ahall be called upon to servs our ptate and it may ba onr nation,
We shall be looked upon ue college graduntes whoge responsi-
bilities are co-ordinate with our opportunities. This University
wny indeed founded for fer more than the perfection of the
individonl. The siate has been making an investment in us.
It is Tecsiving and expeets to continne to recelve a suitable
Toturn,

The ers wpan which we are now entering gives evidenee
that it will be an epoch making one. The whole land is pro-
foundly moved with the stirring events of tho past fow months.
Visions of imperial sway are held befors our eyes. Radical
departured from our established policies are talked of. For the
instant those momentous political problems within our own land
and with which you are all familiar have been driven into the
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background. PBut sooner or later they will come up for settlo-
ment and wo shall have to share in the task of seitling them.
The country is crying for reform and we shall be nsked to con-
tribute our services fo this canse.

To use & homely comparison it seems to me that the body
of colloge men and women shonld perform in society the func-
tions of & balance wheel. They have studied more deeply the
lessons of history, they have examined mors earefully the foun-
dations of our political system, and they shonld exercise a
stendying inflnence throughout the whels conntry. They should
not rush blindly into new policies nor rudely attempt to change
existing mstitutions. As reformers they should not think of
changing the face of the earth in a day but should recognize
eonditions as they exist and approach the presont day probloms
from the standpoint of common gense. Their place is in the
thickest of the fight. No supposed snperiority or contempk
agsumed beonnse of knowledge shonld hold them aloof from
any man.

{Omne thing sbove all is cortain. Omur fotare will be deter-
mined by us, not for va. [t may ba that our life work will be
chosen by chance rather than desire or inelination, but there
Iuek and chanee end.  The manner in which our vovations are
pursued s governed by neither, This brings the matter home
to each ome of us and we shonld et it fairly nod squarely.
Whichever way wo turn wa see that the world wants men and
women with faith in something, enthusiasm for something, and
ability to do something. The University sonde us forth at sn
age when we should he vigorouws, emergetic, snd ambitious.
The opportunity lies befora us. It is onrs to take advautage
of it.

Chauneey Depow ones said to a graduating class, “Whether
you Fueceed or fpil, the associations which you end to-day are
the one asset upon which the sheriff can never levy.” That
great student of men knew whereof he spoke and wa shall feel
with him as time passes by that our college years form the
brightest spot in onr lives. On this our class day then let ns



