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PREFACE.

I pestik to express my profonnd indebtedness, for
the eentral mythological idea embodied in thiz kale, o
Me. J, €3 Frazer's adinivalle and epocli-making worl,
“The Golden Bougn,” whoss main contention I have
endeavored incidentally to populavize in my present
story. 1 wish also ta express my obligations in other
waye to My Andrew Langle * Myth, Ritnal, and Relig-
ion,” Me. I, O. Forbes's © Natoralist’s Wanderings,”
and Mr, Julisn Thosnas’s  Canvibals and Conviets.”
If I have omitted fo mention any other anthor to whom
[ may have owed ineidental hints, it will be some con-
solation to me to refleet that I shall at Jeast have af-
forded an opportunity for legitimate sport te the ama-
tenrs of the new and popular British pastime of badger-
baiting or plagiary-hunting. It way also save critics
some maoments’ geareh if 1 say at once that, after care-
ful consideration, I Lave been nnable to discover any
mioral whatssever in this humble vareative, 1 ventore
to believe that in so enlightened an age the majority

of my readers will never miss it.
G. A,

Tune Moo, Doezie, Oetober, 1350
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TIHE GREAT TABOO.

CHAPTER L
IN MID PACIFIC,

# Max overboard

1t rang in Felix Thurstan’s ears like the sound of a
bell,  He gazed abont Lim in dismay, wondering what
had happened.

The first intitnation he received of the aceident was
that sudden eharp ory from the bo'sun’s mate.  Almost
before he had fully taken it in, in all itz meaning,
another velee, farther aft, took up the cry onee more
in an altered form: %A lady! a lady! Bowehody
overbonrd | Great licavens, it's Aerf It Miss Ellis!
Miss Ellis I

MNext instant Felix found htineelf, be knew not how,
strugeling in a wild grapple with the dark, black water.
A woman was elinging to him-—clinging for dear life.
Bat he eonldn’t have told vou himself that minute how
it all took place. 1l was too stunned and dazzled.

He looked arounnd bim on the seething sea in o sud-
den awnkening, ag it were, to life and eonzciousncss.
All abont, the great water etretehed dark and tnmul-
tuous. White breakers swrged over him.  [ar ahead
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