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PREFACE

lT is the object of this book to bring

together, within small compass, the most
recent information on the problem of cld
age pensions.

The book is in two parts, The first part
contains a description of the principal pension
schemes which have been proposed for adop-
tion in the United Kingdom. The compara-
tive importance of these is indicated, and the
two principal of them—the universal scheme
and the scheme of the Chaplin Committee of
18gg—are investigated in detail with com-
plete estimates of their cost. The latest
official figures and information are used
throughout. Finally, it is shown how much
the two schemes have in common.

In the second part there is a freer discus-
sion of the most important elements of the
old age pension question; separate chapters
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being devoted to the following topics: The
persons who should be pensioned, the
amount of the individual pension, the age
limit, the pension authority, the financial
burden, the effect of a pension scheme on
wages. At the end of this part a practicable
pension scheme is outlined, and the results
which are likely to be effected by a pension
scheme are indicated briefly,

Finally in Appendix A, in a series of
short articles, a succinct description is given
of the State system of old age pensions in
operation in France, Germany, Belgium,
Denmark, New Zealand, and the Australian
Colonies, These systems differ, the one from
the other, and each has an interest of its
own.
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