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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DEVELOPMENT, COLONIZATION AND INDUSTRY

OF THE MEXICAN REPUBLIC,

SRCTION THIRT:

Tha President of the Republic has beest pleased to send me the
following decrea:

VPORFIRIOQ DIAZ, Constititfional President of the United States
of Mexico, maker hnpun o thetr inkabitanis:

That the Congress of the Union has thought wall to deeree a8 follows:
The Congress of the United States of Mexieo decrees:

MINING LAW QF THE UNITED STATES OF MEXICO.
SECTION I.
AROUT MINEY ANL MINTNG PROPERTY.

Art. 1. Mining property in the United States of Mexico shall be
governad by tha following bases, which will be regulated by the Exo-
outive Govarnment in gocordance with ita eonsttuiional faculties.

Art. 2. Subject to the present lew are those mineral substances
which cannot be worlkved unkess previous concesgion be obtained and
those for whose extraction, work is required which may put in danger
the lives of the workmen, the aafoty of the workings or the stability of
the surface.

Art. 3. The mineral substances, for working waich s previoua con-
cesslon is required under any clireumstances, are those which are here-
after enumerated, whatever be the nature, shape or sitution of their
respective ore bodies;

A. Gold; platinum; silver; quicksilver; iron, except marsh ores,
loose surface ores and ochres, which are worked as eolouring matter;
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SECRETARTA DE ESTADO .

Y DEL DRSFACHO

)
§ DE FOMENTO, COLONIZACION E INDUSTRIA
E‘MRF!RI 0 DIAZ, Presidente Constitucional g fos Fstados Uni-

DE LA REPUBLICA MEXICANA

nidps Mexicanos, & sus habitantes, sabed -
Que el Congreao de la Unidm ha tenido & bien decrstar lo signiente:
El Congreso de los Estadoy Unidos Mexicanos deereta;
LEY MINERA DE LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS MEXICANOS.

TITULO 1.
DE LAS MINAR Y DE LA FROPIEDAD MINERA.

*

wr nﬁmé/

Art. 1" La propiedad minara enlos Eatadoes Unidos Mexicanos ae ro-
gird por las signientes bases, qua reglamontard el Ejecutive, de acoerdo
con sus facnltades conatitucionales.

Art. 2 Son objeto de la presonte ley las substansias minerales que no
pueden ser explotadas gin previa concesifin, ¥ aguellas para cuya ex-
tracciin se requieran trabajoa que puedan poner en peligro la vida de los
wperarios, la seguridad de las labores 3 la estabilidad del suelo.

Art. 3" Las subetancias minerales para coya explotacion es indispen-
sable, en cada caso, la coneesibn correspondiente, son las que en seguida
58 enumeran, cualquiera que sea la naturaleza, forma y situacion de sus
ovisderos respectivos:

A. Oro; plating; plata; mercurio; hierro; excepto el de pantanos,
el de gearreo ¥ los cores que se exploten como materia colorante; plo-
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lead; eopper; tin, except flost tin; zine; antimony; nickel; cobalt;
manganese; bismuth and arsenic; be they found in native state or
mineralized.

B. Precious stones, rock-salt: and sulphur,

Art. 4. The owner of the ground can work freely, without neces-
gity for s special conceasion in any case whatever, the followlng mine-
ral Bubstances:

The mineral combuoetibles; oils and mineral waters; the rocks of
the ground in general, whether they serve directly or form part of
materials for construction or ornamentation; the matter which forms
the ground, as earths, sands and clays of all kinds; the mineral suba-
tances excepted from concesgion in Articls & of this law and penerally,
ull those that are not mentioned in the sama.

Superficial or subterraneons excavations which the working of any
of these substances may require, shall always be subject to the regula-
tions which are decreed for order and secarity in the mines.

Art 5. Legally acouired mining property and that which in future
will be acquired in acrordance with this law, shall be irrevoeable and
perpetual an long as the Federal property tax has been paid, in aoccor-
dance with the regulations of tha law by which said tax iz established.

Art. 8. The newly acquired primordial mining title will be given by
the Department of Development according to the regulations of this
law.

Art, 7. Mining property, except in the case of placers and swperfi-
cial ore hodies, is understood to be only wnderground and does not in-
clude the sarface, which continues under the dominion of its owner,
except thut part of the same which the miner haz to acoupy in the cases
and under the conditions mentioned In Art. 11 of this section.

Art, 8. The taking oub of produce from a mine s completely limited
by the respeective bpundaries and pnly can these boundarles be passed
in aceordance with the provislons of the Regulatiens, when the ground
is unoeenpied and after previous request for the reapactive amplifics.
tion of the conceasion.

In order to enter intc another’s fisld, the consent of the owner is
shaolutely necessary, except in ouses of lagal right of way.

Art. 9. The water brought to the surface and coming from subbe-
rraneons workings of mines belomgs o the owners of the same and the
regulations of the sommon law have ko ba observod in regard to the
righta of owners of the ground through which these waters pass.

Art. 1. The work done for opening and utilising mines and placers
is for publio benafll, therefore, in case of non agreement forcible ex-
propriation can ha proceeded with for the ground necesssry for this
ubject.

Art, I1. The mining concesslonist i free to make arrangements
with the owners of the surface ground for the occupation of the surface
he needs, in order either to work placers or superflecial ore bodies orto
establish bulldings snd other mining reguirements, but in case both
parties do not come to an agresment In regard to extent or price, the
expropriation will be proceed with through means of the looal judge of
first instance, the following progeedings being observed until Art. 37 of
the eonatitution he regulated:
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mo; cobre; estafio, exeepto el de acarreo; zine; antimonio; niguel; co-
balto; manganeso; bismuto ¥ wreénico, ya so encuentron an el estado
nativo & mineralizadas,

B. Las piedras preciosas, la sal gema v el azufre.

Art. ¢ Flduefio del suelo explotari llbremente, sin necesidad de
concesifn especial en ningiin caso, 1ss substanclas minerales signientes:

Los combustibles minerales. Los aceltes ¥ aguas minerales. Lasro-
cag del terrano, on general, que sirven ya como elementos directos, ya
comno materias primas para 14 construccion y la ornamentaciin, Las ma-
terias del sualo, ¢como 1aa Gierras, las arenss v las arcillas de todas cla-
ses. Las aubstanciss minerales axceptuadas de conceslon en el art. 30
de esta ley, ¥ on general todas lus no especificadas en el mismo artieulo
de ella.

Los trabajos de excavaciim superficiales & subterrdnens que exijala
explotacitn de algunas e esas sobstancias, quedarin slempre sujetos 4
losreglamentos que se expidan para la policia ¥ seguridad de las minas.

Art. 5 La propiedad meinera legalmente adguiride y 1a que en lo an-
cegivo sa adguiera con arreglo A esia ley, serdl irrevocable v perpetus,
mediante el pago del impuesto faderal, de propiedad, de acuerdocon las
preacripeiones de la ley que establezea dicho impussto.

Art, 4 El titulo primordial de Ia propiedad minera goe @2 adgoiera
nnavamente, serf el gue expida la Bavretaris de Fomento, do conformi-
dad con las preserisciones de eats ley,

Art. ™ La propiedad minera, excepto sn el caso de placerss & criada-
ros superficiales, se entiends stlorespecto del sabsuely, ¥ no de lo so-
porficle, la coal continoard bajo el dominio de su prepistario, menos en
la parte de lla que naoesite ooupar el minero en los casos ¥ con las con- .
diciones gite e egtablacen en el artioule 11 de este titalo,

Art, 8* La explotacion, de los frutos de las minas guedard eomplieta-
mente Iimltada por los lindercs respectivos; ¥ sdleee podef salir de d1-
chos limites, de weverdo con 1o gque prevenga el Replamento, cnandg el
tarreno esté Hbre, ¥ pidiendo previamente la ampliacitn respectiva de
la eoncesidn. :

Para entrar en pertenencias ajenas, gc requiere forzossmente el con-
sentimlento del duefio de elias, salvo el caso de servidumbres logaies.

Art. 7 Las aguas que e extraigan hasto la superficie en virtud de
loe trabajos subterrinecs de las minas, portanseen 4 los doefios de £ztas,
¥ deberin observarse las prescripoiones de las loyes comunes en coanto i
los derechos de los propietarios de loa terrenos por donde se dé curso &
lag milsmag ggmus.

Art. 1. Son de utilidad pablles los trabajos requeridos por la axplo-
tacibén ¥ el aprovechamiento de las minas y placores; procediendo, en
consecuencia, y i falla de wyenimientio, la expropisgciin forsosa por agoe-
lla canza, de loa terrenos necedarlos ak efaclo.

Art. 11. Los concesionarios de minas ee concertarin broments con
o8 duefios del terreno superilclal, 4 On de ocupar la parte de éste que
recesiten para la explotacién de les placeres & criadercs superficiales,
E1 80 cA80, ¥ en log otros, para el establecimiento de edificios y dem#s
dependencias de lns minas; ¥ cuando no se aviniesen, ya por la axien-
sifm, ya por el precio, se procederd 4 la explacitn por el jues local de 1+
instancia, observindose el signiente procedimiento, entretanto se re-
glamenta el artioulo 27 de la Constitoeibn.
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I. Bach party shall name an appraising expert and both experte
shall present their valuation within sight day’s time eounted from the
day they received their appointment. If the appraisers do not agree,
the judge will name a third expert as unpire, who shall give his decision
within the peremptory time of eight days counted from appointment.
The judpge, taking into acconnt the oplnioms of the experts, and the
proots which both parties present to him whilst the experts are pre-
paring their statements, shall fix the superficial extent aud the amonnt
of the indemnity within the next slght daye tollowing. The decision of
the judges shall be bindirig and againet it thers shall be no other recourse
hut that of responeibility.

II. In case the owner of the ground which needs to be ocoupied
dosa nobt nams his appraising expert within eight days after heiug no-
Lified by the judge, this functionary shall oficially name an appralser
to represent the interest of the owier. )

I1I. In ecase it be nneertain or doubbful who 1s the possessor or owner
of the property which hag to be occupied, the judge shall decide as
amount of indemnity the sum resuliing from the appraisements of the
axpert nemed by the concesalonalre and of the ones which he himself
appointed in representatlon of the legitlmate owner and shall make
deposit of said amount in order that the same be delivered to the co-
rresponding party.

IV. The experts in making their appraisements, shall base these on
the value of the surface ground, the damsge whichfmmedla.tal}' rezults
to the property snd the rights of way which are 1o be estabHshed on
the same.

Art. 12, Minbag propuarty and other erdinary property bounding on

It, shall, s fhe sase may be, have the privillege of and be subject to
legal ri%ht- uf way as regards frae pad , conveyance of water, drain-
agee andd ventilation, and the judges shall conform in their decrees re-
garding the same and the corresponding indemnitice, to the legislation
of ench State, Federal Distrdct or Terrltory, undess the same be modified
by the following ruling.

I. The legal right of way of drailnage eonalets: on 1he ooe hand, in
the obligation which acearding to Art. 21 of this law the owner of a
mining feld is undar, to indemmity the owner of another fleld for tha
damage done to bim by not ke’apin%up the drainage of the sublerra-
naous workings, or oot draining sufficient to kesp the water from flow-
ing from one to the other; on the other hand, in the obligation which
all owners of mining fields are under, to permit the passage through

ir ground of tunnecls or adits whoec exclusive and necessary ohbject
is the drainage of onea or varlous workings.

II. The drain tunnals, whan not driven on the strength of the
contract authorized by Arl. 23 of Lhis law, can only be undertaken by
the owner or owners of mining fields to whom the tunnel is anabsolute
meceysity.

111. In the gase supposed by the loregoing clause, all the owners
of mining fields which derive benefit m the drainage obtained
through the tunnel, shall be obliged Lo pay their purt of the Indemmni-
floation, in proportion to the benefita received, taking into considera-
tion the nature and the condition of the mine.

IV. The driving of a tannel shail not be commenced without pre-
vious permission given by the Department of Development, after
hearing tne opinion of the respective mining sgent and after examina-
tion and aj Emhaﬂnn of the drawinlgs, In which the direction and the
section urf e projected tunnel ghall be detalled. .

V. The paying ore, found while driving the tunnel, shall belong, ine
case it is encountred in lawfully conceded mining fields, to the owners.
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I. Cads una de las partes nombrard un perito valuador, ¥ ambos pre-
sentaréin al juez sus avalfios dentro del términe de ocho dias, contadoe
desde ol dia en que a8 reciban sns nombramientos. Bi los avalfios son
discordantes, el jues nombrari un perito tereero en discordla, quieh emi-
tird su dietamen dentro del parentorio término de ocho dias contados
desde su nombramiento. El jues, tomando en cunenta lus opinfones de los
peritos ¥ las prusbsas gque 1as partes le presenten mientras agnéllos emi-
ten su dictamen, fjard la extenaltm superficial que ha ds ocuparse ¥ el
mento do la indemndzacifn, dentro de los oche dias siguientas. El fallo
del juez se ejecutari ain maAs recareo qus &l de responsabllidad

1. 8i ol 2uefio del terrenc que ha de serocupado no hicless ol nom-
bramiento de su perito valuandor, dentro del términe de ocho dias des-
pués de notificado por &l juez, este funcionario nombrard de oficio un
valuador que represente los intereses del duefio.

TII. &i el poseedor & duefic de la propiedad gue deba ser ocupada
foese inelerto 6 dudoso, &l juesz fijard como monto de la indemnizacién
1a cantidad gue resslte an vista del avalao del perito gque nombre el oon-
ceglonario de ln mina, y del que ol mismo jues designe, on representa-
cidn del legitimo deeiio, depositindose agualla canildad para entregar-

a & quien corresponda. ’

IV. Los peritos, para hacer sus avalaos, tomarin nomo bases el va-
lor del terreno, los perjnicios gque inmedistamente se gsigan & la propie-
dad y las servidumbres gue sobra alla sa ostablezean.

Awg. 12, Las propiedades minaran y 1as comungd gus eon aguellas
colinden, gozarin y sofrirfn, en an caso, las servidombres lagalas de pa-
80, acueduoto, desagile y ventllacion, sujetandose los jueces, para laim-
posiclin de ellas ¥ para las correspondientes Indemnizaciones, & la le-
glalacion de cade Estadn, 3 dal Distelio Federal y Territorios, en 1o qne
ng gquade modifleada por tas siguientes roglas:

L. La servidombra legal de desagiie vonsiste: tanto en la obligacion
que, segin ordena el articulo 21 de esta ley, tiens el duefic de nna per-
tenencia de indemnizar al propietario de obra, por los dafios ¥ perjuicios
que le ceasions con no mantener el desagiie de las 1aborey subtercineas
& mo mantenerle en o que sea necesario ¥ afluir por esto ol agua de unas
& otras, cnanto en la obligacibn que tienen todos log duafios de perte-
nendiss de permitir gue por ellus pasen los socayvones & contraminas cu-
yo fin exclusive ¥ necesario sea al desagiia de Una § varias laboras.

II. Los socavones de dessgite, cuando ne ae hagan 4 virtud del pacto
que autoriza el artioulo 23 de esty ley, silo podrén emprenderse por el
duefio & duelios de pertenencias para quienes el socavin sea de necesi-
dad absoluta.

II1. En el caso pravisto por le fraccifin anferior, todos Ios duefios de
pertenenciaz, bencficiadas con el desapio poneegnide por medio del so-
cavon, guedan oblipados & indemnizaclin, on proporeian al benetlcio re-
cibido, atenta la naturaleza ¥ segan sl estado de cada mina.

IV. No 8o procodera i la perforacidn de 1os socavones sin provia li-
cencia gque oborgari la Secretaria de Fomento, despuds de oir el parecer
del Apento de Minerfa respectivo y de examinar y aprobar los planos
en que so detalls el rumbo ¥ la seccifn del sccavin proyectado.,

¥. El matal costeable que se hallarc al labrar ol socavin, of se en-
cuenira en pertanencias legalmenta coneadidas, a3 propiedad del duefio



