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The Story of an Indian Chief
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INTRODUCTION.

By IxsHTAa THEAMBA,
(" Bright Eyes.”)

THE white people have tried to solve the *Indian
Question " by commencing with the proposition that
the Indian is different from all other human beings.

With some he is a peculiar being, surrounded by a
halo of romance, who has to be set apart on a reserva-
tion as something sacred, whe has to be fed, clothed,
and taken care of by a guardian or agent, by whom he
is not to be allowed to come in contact with his
conguerors lest it might degrade him; his conquerors
being a people who hold their civilization above that
of all' others on the earth, because of their perfect
freedom and liberty. *“The contact of peoples is the
best of all education.” And this the ward is denied.

With others again he is a savage, a sort of monster
without any heart or soul or mind, but whose whole
being is full of hatred, ferocity, and blood-thirstiness.
They suppose him to have no family aflections, no
love for his home, none of the sensitive feelings that
all other human beings presumably have. This class
demand his extermination.
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Under the shelter of the conflicting laws imposed
by these two extreme views, the clever operators of
the Indian Ring—not caring what he is, but looking
on him for what he has, and the opportunities he
affords, as legitimate prey—pounce on him and use him
as a means of obtaining contracts, removals, land
speculations, and appropriations which are to be
stolen. They tear him from his home, disregarding
all the rights of his manhood.

Allow an Indian to suggest that the solution of the
vexed “Indian Question’ is Citrsenship, with all its
attending duties and. responsibilities, as well as the
privileges of protection under the law, by which the
Indian could appeal to the courts, when deprived
of life, liberty, or property, as every citizen can, and
would be allowed the opportunity to make something
of himself, in common with every other ciuzen, Ifit
were not for the lands which the Indian holds, he
would have been a citizen long before the negro; and
in this respect his lands have been a curse to him
rather than a blessing. But for them, he would have
been insignificant in the eyes of this powerfui and
wealthy nation, and allowed to live in peace and
quietness, without attracting the birds of prey forever
hovering over the helpless; then his citizenship
would have protected him, as it does any other ordi-
nary human being. As a “ward,"” or extraordinary
being, if he is accused of committing a crime, this
serves as a pretext of war for his extermination, and
his father, mother, sister, brother, wife, or people
are involved in one common ruin; while if he were
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simply a citizen, he would be individually arrested by
the sheriff, and tried in court, and cither protected in
his innocence or convicted and punished in his guilt.
The Indian, as a “ward,” or extraordinary being,
affords employment to about ten thousand employés
in the Indian Bureau, with all the salaries attached, as
well as innumerable contractors, freighters, and land
speculators. He requires also, periodically, tmmense
appropriations to move him from place to place.
Imagine a company of Irish immigrants requiring from
Congress an appropriation to move them from one
part of the country to another! No wonder that the
powers-that-be refuse to recognize the Indian as an
ordinary human being, but insist that he be taken care
of and " protected” by the decisions of the Indian
Bureau, In this “land of freedom and liberty” an
Indian has to get the permission of an agent before
he can either step off his reservation or allow any
civilization to enter it; and this, under heavy penalty
for disobedience. In this land, where the boast is
made that all men are “equal before the law,” the
Indian cannot sue in the courts for his lifs, liberty, or
property, because, forsooth, the Indian is not a * per-
son,” as the learned attorney employed by a Secretary
of the Interior argued for five hours, when an Indian
appealed to the writ of habeas corpus for his liberty.
The key to this complicated problem is, simply,
To recognize the Indian as a person and a citizen,
give him a title to his lands, and place him within the
jurisdiction of the courts, as an imdividual. It is
absurd for a great government like this to say that it
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