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Bistorieal RAcconnt of Bunbill Frelds,

BUNHILL FIELDS IN 1867,
A FLEA FOR ITS RESTORATION.

Lt your hat az you pass the gate which
admits you within that sacred enclosure, the
burial place of godly men and worthy citizens,
whose treasured remains, through two centuries
now past, have begn brought ither, and
regretfully deposited in cheir final resting-
place, The passer-by, as he hastens oo his
way, motes your reverend attitude ; he respects
your feeling, but he cannot understand it. How
should he? To bhim it is but an “old grave.
yard "—to you, the * Campo Santo " of your
Noncooforming forefathers, many of whom,
suffering for nighteousness' sake, have borne
aloft the standard of liberty of conscience,

*Thuas groond was so ealisd by Sonthey,



6 BUNHILL FIELDS

fought valiantly for the truth, and won, by
hard-earned contests, the vantage-ground upon
which, in this twentieth ecentury, you stand.

¥ Ay, oault it holy groond |

What recks it whether ecclesiastical procession,®
intoning with solemn voice, beat the bounds of
this hallowed inclosure? This is (iod's acre ;
the very dust is sacred ; the whole pround is
separate, consecrated, and sanctified.

Tris a cold and uninviting morning ; even
the churchyard of Stoke Pogis and its ivy-
mantled tower would look chill and gloomy
on such a day; bow much more gombre and
desolate this deserted and uncared-for waste
—once the pleasantest and most picruresgue
of all the celebrated Finsbury Fields! Shall
no friendly hand clear away those dank weeds
which hide the lowly stones?—shall none
appear to cleanse the soiled and weather-worn
slab, so that its record may be traced T—shall
none be found to lift up the headstones fallen
slant-wise to the earth, or to renew the
masonry of the altar tombs lying now im
shapeless and pitiable ruin? Is there none to
chisel out the faded inscription, and with
pious hand to grave still more deeply the

* Ko evidencs of eonsectation ts found.



BURIAL GROUND. 7

time-honoured memorials? Nonconformists !
is there no “O0Old Mortality” amongst you,
who, out of love for these mainted ones and
for their Lord and Master, would live awhile
amongst the tombs, and make it impossible
that the names of our illustrious dead—con-
fessors, historians, pastors, poets, and their
dying witness to His love—should evermore
be hidden from our view !

In olden time visitors to this ground were
accustomed to look upon an old stoue, set up
somewhere near this very entrance, strange to
sy not now to be found, but which then bore
the inscription—

“This churchyard waa ioclesad with a brick wall, at the
sule charge of tho Ciky of Loodon, in the Mayomlty of
Bir John Lawrence, Kt 4.0, §663 ; and alterwarde the

gatea havenf wara bollt and finished in the Mayoralty of
gir Thomas Blodworth, Et, 4 D, 1666."

This record carries us back to 2 period of ne
very great antiquity, whereas, if we mistake not.
Bon-hill indicates 2 mound of earth standing
out on the broad level of Finsbury Fen, which
used to be marked, five centuries back, as the
site of & place of Saxon burial. Certain it is
that the earliest map and still earlier traditions
attribute to this spot the position of a tumulus
which gave to two fields the pame of Bon or
Bone-hill Fields.



