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At o legal town-mesting held June 13th, 1876, the following

votes were passed :

Art. 3. Voted—to appropriste the sum of Three hundred
{8300) dollars for the purpose ofeelehrm.ng the coming Centennial

fourth of July.

Voted—that the following named be a commitbes to carry out
the above vote with power to il vacancies and appoint sub-com-

mittees :
). FREEMAN TOWNE. W A. KiMRaLt.
Dr. Wa. CoGSWELL, © CHAs. B. EMERSON.
James K. HALL, . W HiLrox. .
GrorgE W. Lavp, Ganpner G, Kimpary.

Wau. L. Gacx.



ORGANIZATION OF THE
COMMITTEE OF ARRANGEMENTS.

GEeoree W. Lapp, Chairman,
WiLniam CossweLL, General Director.
WitLiam Hivrow, Secretary.
Witniam L. Gase, Treasurer.
SamuerL W. Horxinson,

D. Freemax Towneg, Selectmen.
Wu. Avrison KiMBALL.

UHARLER B. EMERSON,

James K. HaLr, -

GaroyEr . KiMpaLn.

; SUR COMMITTEES.
Comvnittee to select Grounds for the Celebration.

Gro. W. Lapp. D. F. TowsE.
Wa. L. Gace.
Camanitiee Lo procure g Baad,
D F. Towne. GagpweR G. Kimsarn.
James K. HaLL.
Comsnittes om Singing.
Ww. ConawsLL. : Cras. B. Exerson.
Comaitiee on Salute.
James K. HawL. SamveL W. Horxixsox,

Committee lo furniah Stand, Toables and Decorations.
Winniax Mizrox.

Committee to procure Provisions end superintend Tables.
CrarreEs B. EMersox. James K. Harr.
Wau. Avuisoy Kimsarr,

Commitles to procure Lemonade,

Winoiam L. Gaes.

Assistant Committee.

Sam'L K. HoLmes, Doaxe CowsWELL.
Bews. ¥. Leavirr. NICHOLAE SAWYER.
Frang Jonxson, : ALpen B, CHADWICK.

Evwry G. Evviorr.



OFFIUERE OF THE DAY.

Comanittee to arrange Tables and De orations.

Mgzs. LagurTor Jorxsox.
¢ Harrison E. CHADWICK.
0 Winntan W, PHILLIPS.
¢ P. E, Prarn.
“ Georce W. Labp.
‘¢ Harrison WiLLIaMs,
“ A, Lasurton Koupans.
# Saymuen B. Perey.
 WiLciam CoGsWELL.
¢ Errza Goobwrx.
¢ Joun B. FARRAR.

Miss Lizzie PRasoDY.
¢ JurLia A. GOoDELL.
“ Mary E. WEBATER.
“ Harmie N. Hizs.

The Committee appointed as Oticers of the Dy .
' Chief Marsheat.
Magor Everne Canrei.

Asvistont Marshals.

Bexs. {z. PErer. Caas. T. Ricmanie-.
Coarces G, JoEnszon.,  Frave E. Mouse.

President.
Hox. Geopce COGRWELL.
Clhaplain,

Rev. J. C. Pamxg, of Groveland,
Reader of the Declavation of Independence.
Dr. WiLLiaM CoGswWELL.

Orator. .
Harrisox E. Cunaowick, Eso.
Toas! Masler,
Samver W. Horkinson, Esq.
Musical Divector.
Pror. H. E. Howr.



PROCEEDINGS.

—

At sunrise the church bell was rung, and a salute of
thirteen guns for the thirteen original States was fired.
At noon the church bell was ngll'ln rung, and the people
assembled at the Commeon in front of the meeting-house,
according to previous notice. A procession was then
formed by Major Eugence Carter, the Chief Marshal of
the day, in the following order :—First, -the Groveland
Brass Bund, followed hy the c:lrring(:. llcar:il'.g the Presie
dent of the day, the Chairman of the Committee of Ar-
rangements, the Chapluin and the Orator; then the Town
Officers, the clderly people and invited guests in ear-
riages ; then followed the children of the public schools
un foot, many of them earrying flags ; and as muny others
of the citizens as chose to join the procession.

At abuut one o'clock the procession moved up Main
Strevt into School Strect about one-hulf a mile to the
grove on the grounds of Bradford Academy, in the rear
of the building, where the whole asscmbly, numbering
about fifteen hundred, arvanged themselves around the
stund provided for the occasion,

At half-pnst one o'clock the exercises commenced.

(George W. Ladd, Esq., Chaigmun of the Committee of
Arrangements, addressed the assembly as follows :
LADIES AXD GENTLEMEX : .
. You all well know that we have met here to celebrate this glori-
ous Fourth of July. Every eommunity ought, and every individ-
ual should participate in some way. Il is a duty we owe to our
country, and a doty we can do with plessure,

Thers is something grand in being here on Lhis Centennial Year
of our National Independence, to o all wecan that is putriotic and

profitable, for in doing so we can all pledge ourselves anew to cher-
ish the memory of those noble men and women who saerificed so



i PROCEEDINGS.

much to gain vur Independence, and to those that did so much to
reatore it.

1 will not detain you with with any extended remarks, but will
say ithat the Committee of Arrangements have selected one of our
honored and esteemed elilzens to take charge of the exercises—one
whom you all know ; on¢ who has been in our midst for nearly fifty
years; oné who has seen this town grow from a little village to its
present proportions ; and one that has always had the interest of Brad-
ford sl his country nearest his heart. I now have the plessure of
introducing to you as President of the Day, Hon. George Cogswell,

REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT.

FeLLowCouNTRYMEN AND FELLOW-TOWNSMEN :

A century sinee our fathers utterad thess words, “We hold these
truths to be self-evident: that all men wre created equal ; that they
are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Tights; that
smong these are life, liberty, and the pursait of happiness.”

Upon the Declaration of Independence the thivteen American
Colonies continued the war then existing with the mother country,
not merely to escaps from British oppression but to establish a na-
tion. Our sneestors brought with them from England the great
prineiple that «11 men have the right to worship God in accordance
with the dictates of conscience, and, also, to found & government
-of the people, by the people, and for the people.” These grand
truths uttered by John Calvin had been quietly possessing the
hearts of men, until they found full expression in the foonding of |
the Americen Republie. The population of this country was then
hetween three and four millions, engaged in a desperate war with
the snvages on the west, on the east with the mightiest mation in
Europe assistod by mercenary German troops. Now we have a
nation of forty millions and nota slave presses our soil, extending
from the frozen regions of the north to the warm waters of the
Gulf; at peace with ourselves and with all the nations of the earth,
while our flag flosts prondly over avery sea as an emblem of power
and of self-government. *

We meet h—dﬂ}'w racount oar bimsings and Lo gh'e thanks to
Almighty God that ke did put it into the hearts of our Isthers to
croaa the Atlantic and take possession of s continent and found this
great nation on a model far in advance of any other nation in aceur-
ing equal rights fo all.

Fellow-townsmen, our lot is cast in this beantiful town of Brad-
tord, on the south bank of the Merrimack, overlocking the city of
Haverhill with its ansurpassed besuty, in the midst of an induostri-
ous, thriving and substantial population, with moral, eduealional



