WHAT WE REALLY
KNOW ABOUT
SHAKESPEARE



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649228485

What we really know about Shakespeare by Mrs. Caroline Healey Dall

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



MRS. CAROLINE HEALEY DALL

WHAT WE REALLY
KNOW ABOUT
SHAKESPEARE

ﬁTrieste






WHAT WE REALLY KNOW

ADROTT

SHAKESPEARE.

Yy

MES, CAROLINE HEALEY DALL,

AuTioR OF " RISTERICAL PICTURES KEToUCdsL; "™ " rin coi.mss,
MARKET, AND COCRT™ '"EOVET, A PRESENTATION ™
% LUTTERS HOME FROM COLORAEN, UTAN, AND
CALIFORSLA" BT

“Alle that b dech write
Is pure bis anoe™
Lecninn IMooes, cSion

SRECOND EDITION.

BOSTON:
ROBLERTS BROTHERS.
1884,
|f-
L



PREFACE.

TaF CIRECUMSTANCTA WHICH TED TO THE MANUFAC-
TURE OF THIS HANDBOOL

A FEW years since o gentleman of some scholarly
reputation was asked to deliver an address, on
Shakespeara’s birthday, before a Shakespeare elub
of which I had long been a member. He spoke
before two or thres hundred people. He repre-
sented Shakespearo a9 wilely born," — the gon of a
butcher, apprenticed to a butcher, without educa-
tion, a pot-houwse brawler, loafing about with poach-
ers, until he got himself into such serious discredit
that, after an enfurced early marringe, he was ebliged
to fly from his native lown, He then procecded to
glonify that Divine Bpark of Genius, given {o its
possessor without regard to his desorts, which had
sel this pot-house brawler above all mortal men.
What was my amazement (o find that among his
audience no one beside myself was prepared to
guestion any of these statcments
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As the public discussion of the Baconian erigin
of Shakespeare's Plays has proceeded, the principal
argument of its supporters has been found in our
ignomnce of Shakespeare's life, and in the assump-
tion that most of the above statcments are true
Whoever proves them o be mainly unfounded will
therefore help to foxin a rational public cpinion.

During the last winter I histened to three differ-
ent addresses Do the author of “ Atdankis” who
thinks he has diseovercd a cipher in the First
Folio, and that the story concealed by thiz cipher
claims the Plays of Shakespeare as the work of
Lord Dacon |

Mr. Donnelly had a large aundience, and on one
of these occazsioms he addressed a literary club,
and was answered at some length by two or three
fair Shakespeare scholars. He stated in substance
that Shakespeare wag low-born, vilely bred, led an
obscure life, and wns a man who might easily be
hired to cloak the persomality of a superior who
feared political disgrace.

Many of Mr, Donnelly’s statements have been
long ago as effectually refuled as the story of
Shakespearcs relationship to Sir William Dav-
enant; but I cbserved that when his opponents
rose, no ong of them was prepared to controvert his
statements with hard facts, but each spoke in an
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indefinite and weakly way, chiefly about his own
opinions.

To bring forward these facts became my duty
on the 253d of April, 1883, when T was asked to ad-
dress the Shakespeare Club in the eity of Washing-
ton. I care very little for adult pesple whe are ig-
norant of what 13 now well known to every student
of Shakespeare. I0 is truc that of the books put
forth by Mr. Halliwell-Thillipps, Dr. Ingleby, and
Mr, French, ouly small editions were printed, and
the voluines are very cxpensive; but in this coun-
try, at least, the many public libraries furnish all
sincere students with the opportunities needed.

It was to the yvoung and untaught that T spoke.
What I said wag regeived with wueh eothusissm,
and T was asked by several of the best-read men
whether I could not put it into & bandbook which
every child could buy,

This I am now trying to do.

1. Shakespeare's ovigin is said to have been
obscure. Ile is sneered af ns the son of & buteher.

I oxpect to show that hiz family took root in
the yeomaury of England, and that on both sides
it looked back upon a reputable history.

2, It is stated that his education wag deficient,
that he was taken early from school, and sppren-
ticed to a butcher!
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I expect to show, by the testimony of these who
knew him, that his education was considered de-
ficient only in & technical sense; also that his
removal from school on aceount of his father's
poverty is a deduetion from cireumstances which
have been exaggerted ; also that there is no proof
that he waa cver apprenticed to anybody ; while it
is wuch more likely to bLe true “that he under-
stood Latin pretty well, for he had been in his
younger dayes a schoolmaster in the countrie”—
a statement made by Anbrey in a manuscript of
1680, and never before quoted as having signifi-
cance, 50 far aa I know.

3. It ia stated that his chamcter was low and
his companions of the baser soit.

I expect to show that for the age in which he
lived, his eharacter was remarkable for steadiness,
moderation, and thrift, and that his intimates, so
far as known to us, were of the best sort

4. It has been siated that he was litile kaown
to his contemporaries.

I expect to show that he was widely known and
much beloved, In a time when there was no
newspaper and no magazine, when the mwodern
“interviewer” had nover been heard of, D Ingloby
finds one hundred and eighty-five references to
Shakespeare on record within the century, and
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filty-seven of these were made during his lifetime.
If we omit the testimony of the newspapers and
magazines, if we remember how few pecple of his
period conld read and write, would Tennyson or
Longfellow make a better showing?

5. The uncleanness of Stratford is brought for-
ward in this discussion, as if Lo sustain the state-
ment that Shakespeare was of low birth.  Without
pausing to argue the matter, T would sugrest, that,
in the reign of Elizabeth, Tondon was as filthy as
Stratford. The fresh yoshes strewn daily over the
floors of her Majesty's palace covered the worst
sbominations of the kennel and the pig-sty. If
Southampton had ever gone down to New Place,
he would have found nothing to astonish lim,
Among the carly sctilers of Muasachusetts Bay,
there were many men sprung like Shakespears,
from the ranks of British yeomanry, and others of
higher estate still, whe crossed the ocean in search
of fresh air and * faire water,” where it might be
possible to rear their infant children.  These cmi-
grants came not from Stratford but from Essex,
Lincaoln, Northumberland, and Devon,

As my outline of the Life of Shakespeara pre-
tends to small originality, I have not paused to use
quotation marks even when I use the very words
of better authorities. My own individual specula-
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tions I hope I have made sufficiently ¢lear. T did
not consider it necessary to incorporate into the
Life the appearance in print of every Play. Those
who desire to follow the public career of the poet
will find ample material in the noble volumes of
Halliwell-Phillipps. My first object was to give to
the Life o mortal body ; to show what gort of man
the poet was as he walked through the world.

Tu the Appendix 1 have desired as far as possible
to condense and abbreviate whatever T have quoted.
I frequently reduee a page to a few lines, or a few
lines to a phrasc, bt 1 have had no dehiberate in-
tention of altering words or their spelling. T have
done this ab times involuntarily, to simplify the
understanding of them for young readers.

The scholar who for this canse complains of my
method, will not be the student for whom these
pages are written,

Carorwe H, Dapn.

16967 TueTvy FieaT STRET, WasdixoToes, DO
Mag, 1865,




