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PREFACE

Tne purpose of this volume is to give a hird's-eye
view of Herbare and his doetrines of education, both
as presented by himeelf, and as developed by his sne-
ceszors.  In Euglish-spenking conncries his system of
aducational thought is for wose teachers still in the
stage of exposition ; furthermore, the beginner in every
well-organized, far-reaching system is always in need
of an introduction. To the teacher, therefore, who
inquires for the leading purposes of this schoel, and
the methods whereby it is sought te realize them, this
book attempts an intelligible answer. It concerns
itself but little with Herbart's metaphysies, and
rigorously refraing from intreducing confusing refine-
ments of doctrine. It confines its attention strictly
to essentials.  Only epoch-malking men and their chief
contributions are ecounsiderad at all 1 therefore,
among so many men worthy of mention, so few are
treated, and even with these the discussion eonfined
to essentials, the reason must be songbt in the pur-
pose to make clear to the inguiring teacher what the
Herbartians are trying to do and how they are trying
to do it.

The ultimate purpose of the Herbartians may be

said to be the development of character, not ina nar-
W



vi PREFACE

row subjective sense, but in a bread social one.  They
seek to fit the child for every important phase of
family, soeial, eivil, religions, and economic life, — to
develop, in shore, the whole Loy or girl.  In this browd
aim they are, perhaps, not pecalinr; but they have
eertainly made some contribntions as to the means for
accomplishing this end, so devomly to be desived for
public education,  The strensth of their position is,
that they show how under faverable eireumstances
this result can be achieved wich the ngencies already
at the sommand of the sehool; namely, the common-
school studies as they way be taaght, together with
the oedinary discipline of the school. They believe
that. properly selected, articulated, and tought, the
sominon branches of an elementary educaticn are
potent influenced in training the chilil’s moral insight
and disposition.

But this fraining must be in full harmony with the
nature of the chiid’'s mind, and especially with his
moral and intellectual appereeption, or assimilative
power.  We timd, consequently, that the burping
questions with this body of tenchers pertain, first, to
the selection and sifring of suitable subjectapatter
in the varions salies; then to its vational artieula-
tien or cobedination; and Oually, to the truest and
best methods of teaching it to the child.  Every
teacher will recognize that tlus purpose and these
means are the inportant things in edueation,

CHARLEs D GARMO.

SwantnMone CoLLREGE,
Chetober, 1854,
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