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PREFACE.

THESE notes were mostly made some time ago,
and for a vory different use ; but, thinking they may
prove saggestive to the reader, I have collecled them
into Lhis little volume, and publish them, even ai Lhe
Tiek of being rogarded another such ** snapper-up of
noconsidercd trifles ¥ az Autolycus proclaims himself
in the * Winter's Tale” of Shakespeare, They are
sccompanied by so much of comment and theory as
the subject in hand seems to call for fo bring into
clear view its difficnlties, but with no attempt to treat
any one topic in an exhaustive manner. The book is
not designed for a text-book, nor iz it intended to
supplement texi-books. The object of its publica-
tion will be fully accomplished if it encourages any
reader fo study our language eritically in its forms
and clements, if it suggests methods of investigation
likely to prove uscful in solving the many problems
peculiar to English, if it exhibits anything of the fresh-
ness, the life, and the vigor of a still growing idiom,



4 PREFACE

and if it discloses any hitherto unnoticed beauty or
excellence of our mother-tongue, I am aware that
in presenting the theories and conjectures which I
have formed, and even in mentioning the doubls
which I entertain, I am oceupying a ficld within
which eriticism has full scope ; nor do I deprecate
that which iz candid. I have with great diffidence
controverted opinions which enjoy the sanction of the
highest authority. T can not anticipate for my own
any cordial reception, nor do I desire it unless they
are founded in truth.

The general reader may object that I have drawn
my illustrationz too much from other langnages, par-
ticularly from the Latin ; but as our idiem is the re-
gult of the union of the Latin languages of the South
with the Gothic languages of the North, its peenlinr
genins can not be understood without studying the
charncter of ils progemitors, and so my method of
gtudying words and constructions is very gimilar {o
that which 1 should follow in studying plants and
flowers. The violet of the wood or field, that never
knew human care, tells in the clearest and simplest
lines the story of its own life and that of all its house-
hold, and it looks up to me with the same modest
glance which it gave my mother when she was a litle
child, and I know that centuries hence the vielet will
give the same look to eyes that can see the truthful-
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ness of its expression ; but the heart’s-ease of our gar-
dens, which is the violet nurtured by loving care, tells
in its variegated petals of its home in another clime
from which tender hands have brought it—tells, too, of
the constant care with which it has been tended, for
I know that if that eare were withheld it would soon
be heart'z-ease no more. The violet wins the reeogni-
tion of the hamblest, but the pansy, pensée, ¢ that's
for thoughta.”

Il Hl Gi
Cavpnpgs, MissarmrseTTa, Awmyusd, J884,
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