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PREFACE.

Ix the Spring of 1877, while measurss were being taken
for the formation of an Arboretum in Edinburgh, knowing
pomething of the constitution and of the work of Schools
of Foreatry on the Contivent, of what was reguired in
order to the economic snd etficient conservation, exploita- -
tion, and extension of existing forests in our Colonies, and
of the studies and moda of study pursued in the Univer-
pity, and in the Watt Institute in that city, I issued a
pamphlet entitled The Schools of Forestry in Burope : o Plen
Jor the Creation of @ Sechoof of Forestry in connection with the
Arboretum at Edwmburgh, which was addressed * To the Right
Honourable the Lord Provost, the Magistmites, and the
Town Councillors of Edinburgh ; to the Office-Bearers of
the Secottish Arboricultural Bociety ; to the promoters of
the purchase of ground at Inverleith to be transferred to
Government for the formation of an Arboretum ; and all
others whom it may concern,’

In this I submitted for consideration the opinion *that
with the acquisition of the Arboretum, and with the
existing arrangements for study in_ the University of
Edinburgh, and in the Watt Institute and School of Arts,
there are required only facilities for the study of what ia
Enown on the Continent sas Foreat Science, to enable
these Institutions conjointly, or any oue of them with the
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help of the others, to take a place amongst the most
completely equipped Schools of Forestry in Europe, and
to undertake the training of foresters for the discharge
of such duties as are now required of them in India, in our
Colonies, and at home’ And I gave detailed information
how this might be accormplished, specifying existing classes
in which what was neceasary was now being taught.

The estate at Inverleith has since besn acquired at an
expenditure, it is said, of £20,000—it has been transferred
to the Government—and it is beisg converted into am
Arboretum, such as was contemplated. And at a meeting
held on the 28th of March last year, presided over by the
Marquis of Lothian, while the assemblage was rapresenta-
tive of all interests-—scientific, practical, and professional—
it was resolved :—* That it iz expedient in the interests of
forestry, and to promote a movement for the establishment
of & National 3chool of Forestry in Scotland, as well as
with the view of farthering and stimulating a greater
improvement in the scientific management of woods in
Scotland and the aister couniries which hss manifested
itgelf during recent years, that there should be held in
Edinburgh, during 1884, and at such season of the year as
may be arranged, an International Exhibition of forest
products and other objects of interest conmected with
forestry.” Tt was then moved, seconded, and agreed :—
*That this meeting pledges itself to give its hearty
co-operation and patronage to the promotion of an Inter- .
national Forestry Exhibition in Edinburgh in 1884 ; and
those present resolve to give their best efforts and endea~
vours to render the Exhibition a success, and of such
importance and general intereat as to make it worthy of
the name of International,’ ;
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It is in accordance with this regolution, and in discharge
of obligations which it imposed, that the following volume
has been prepared.

There is, I find, a general impression that the work of
& forester is very simple work: he has just to plant sesd-
lings or saplings supplisd to him by the nurseryman ; o
thin out what can be best spared, when, as they grow,
they begin to crowd one another; to prune off, if necessary,
useless branches ; to keep up a good undergrowth to afford
shelter to game ; and to superintend the felling of trees
when they have reached their maturity. And it is
thought there is no groat need for any Bchool of Forestry
or for any training fur such work other than may be
sequired by acting for some time as a foresters assistant,
This, it ia thought, may supply in time to coms, as it has
often done in time past, all that is required to fit the
forester to do all that--And in rogard to the fortheoming
exhibition again and again T have been told, * I wonder
what you will get to exhibit! I have no means of knowing
to what extent these views may be shared by my readers,
But I hope they know better, Aw botany, contrary to the
supposition of many that it only concerns itself with the
long unpronounceable Latin and Greck names given to
plants, relates to svery thing porteining lo vegelation, ao forestry
or forest science, Forstuissenschart, contrary to the opinion
that it is limited in its sphere asz the opinions I have
referred to imply, relates to everything connected with
forests or pertaining thereto—EVERYTHING.

It does not come within the.scopa of my present under-
taking to attempt to demonstate this; but having affirmed
it I publish the following Introduction to the Study of
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Foresatry, ﬁuping by the perusal of it, some may be
d with greater advantage to visit the Exhibition
which in a few montha will be opened in the capital.

The following treatises have also been prepared and
published with a view of introducing British students of
Forest Secience to views entertained by many on the
Continent, and the appliance of them to practical ques-
tions which are sropping up amongst us +—

The Bchools of Fovestry in Europe: a Plea for the
Creation of a School of Forestry in Edinburgh; The
Forests of England ; and the Management of them in
Bygone Times; French Forest Ordinance of 1669 ; with
Historicel SBketch of previous Treatment of Forests in
France; Forests and Forestry of Finland, embodying a
discussion of the advantages and disadvantages of Sved-
jande, the Sortage of France, the Koomarss of India;
Forests and Forestry of Northern Euseia, embodying details
of the Exploitation of Forests by Jardinage, and its effects ;
Bine Plantations on Sond Wastes in France ; Reboisement
in France, or, Records of the Replanting of the Alps, the
Cevennes, and the Pyrences with Trees, Herbage, and
Bush, witha view to arresting and preventing the destruc-
tive consequences of torrents; Forestz and Moisture, or
effects of Forests on Humidity of Climate; Hydrology of
South Africa, or, Details of the former Hydrographie Con-
dition of the Cape of Good Hope, and of Causes of its
present Aridity, with SBuggestions of appropriste Remedics
for this Ardity; Water Supply of Sewth Africe, and
Facilities for the Storage of it.

JOHN C. BROWN.

Haoprxeros, 1o0 May, 1864,
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