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PRIZE ESSAYS ON SYSTEMATIC BENEFICENCE,
Uigsireye to foster i the Churchies the spirit of Christian liberality
and the practice of svslematic heneficence, thiee Elillers of the
United Presbyterian L'Lur-:h recently placed at the dispusal of e
Synod of that Cherch the snm of £150 in onder that two Prizes
uright be offeved for Fasys on the principles of systematic, propor-
tiomate, and Erequent giving to the canze of Christ. The Syned
pemitted the conaideralion of this proposal to the Wome Connit Lo
of its Board of Missdons, and that Committes Lave sranged that a
Prize of £100 shall be offered for the Lest, ond o scoond Prize of
£50 for the secomwl best Famny oo the silject.  The Esaays ave not
to exeead inlength 220 prioted poges 8va; aned it is expectad that
they shall conliain a full and perspasive statement of the Seriplurad
srgpument ju favour of systematic, proportionate, ancd frequent cou-
tribution for religions and benevolenl porposes, and of the advan-
tages which would ageme o the givers thomzelves, and to the
Clooreh, frome the practical application of that armment o the
iletermination of the proportion of means anl tneeone which ought

to be deveted by cach tndividoal to the Tamil

Tn accordance with the wishea of the Deuor: of Uhe Prize Fondd,
the Competition is open o o]l Ministers on the Synod Bolls of the
TTnited Trestytecian Chooely, sod of the Preshbyterman Chomh o
Buglud :—and e Bev, Professor Tomaee, of the Euglish Pres-
byterian College, London ; the Rev, Tr Jouw Krr, of Sydney
Place Chureh, Glascow ; and the Rev. AxpreEw Thowsox, of
Bronghton Place Chmweh, Ediulurgh, have engaged to act ws
al judicators of the Prioes

The manuserids oee to be zent o the Rev. RoBERy SELRiRK
ScotT, UL, at the Ofices of the Tnited Preshyterian Chureh, 64
Virginia Street, Glasgow, om o belore the Let May 1876 ; and it Qs
expeeted that the award may be given on the Ist Aromet 1876
Each Easy i3 1o Lave a Metto written wpon i, and to Is aecom
panied by u sealed Envelope, bearing the some Maotto, and contain-
ing the Name and Address of the Author,

As the gueeeseful Ersnyve may alterwards be published fur cheap
or gralnitens cirenlation, Lhey are to belong to the Heane Conpnittes
of the United Preshytevian Board of Missions, and to e disposed
of by that Committes as they may deem best.

O bk of the Donors aid the Coninitter,
LBOBERT & 80C0TT, Seeretary

Graseow, 24dh Nevendar 1855,



AWARD OF THE ADJUDICATORS.

Loxpes, 21af Ocgoler 1876,
Haviog andertaken to acs ne Adjncdicators of the two Prizes
pffered Ly the Homwe Ceomnmittor of the Boawl of Missiones of the

United Prezbvterion Chureh for Ezsavz “On the Frinciples of

Bystematio, Proportionats, aml Frequent Giving fo- the Cange of

Christ,” we love real and exmmined with due care the Esauys

which have been sulanitied to our inspection, and we have been

alile to arvive withont diffimlty af o auanimons julgment in favonr
of the two Essavs benring respoctively the following motloes —
(1] Auwpsiy Eddere, Gupein dire,
{2 We cnn all o wecwee Lhan we have (lone,
And net e oo whic the woense
1t never was boving that emptied the heart,
(e givieg thist emptied the porse.

T (1) we ave noreed oo wljudicating the prize of £100; and

T (2 the puize of £50,

We have found these fwro Tesays of pearly equal merit, thoneh in
ihiffeeent, peapests @ bl thewe 38 s sulfieient derres of sape-
rioriky i Moo 1 e Larn the seulo,

The writer of the firzt is the Bev. A ksiawpne M. Daveyurns, MLA
Smethwick, Tharmingham.  The wrilser of the sseond iz the

tov. ALEMAYDER M. Syvamvaror, BoAL, Bukonbepd, Other Lwe
Eszays, neavest it merit to the two best, werve found worthy of
hommmeable mentiown.

The Prize Kasys will be fooud to conlain whatl it was desired awd
expected they shonld—viz., = A full and persnasive statement
of the seripturnl argoment i favenr of systeasatie, propor-
tiomate, sl Drequent eoutvibution for religions and benevelend
parpozes, and of the advantares which wonld acerme to the
wivers themeslves aml to the Churell froon #he practicd appli-
cition o that aegument te lhe determination of the proportion
of meanz and inceme which caght to be devoted by each ind
viddual {0 #he Lowd”

Much of the expesition and the reasoning employved by the Authors
will he l"neﬂE]l andd egtriking to many ;. and we do not doubt that
Loth pageas will leave o steong impression of the value s
importancs of the principles of Christian giving for which they
plesd,  Their ymblication will be speet T]}r zeaszonable at the
preseul tine, when there s 2o hopefol a movement in progress
among the Charehes in the direetion of wnited work in the
rervive of the cominon Moster; for danch united work ean hest
be done when the workers sre * perfeetly joined together in
one mind and pue jndgment ” tonching the Levd's own tevealed
will ws to the Ll raodes of aoing it

PETER LORIMER, DD,
ANDREW THOMSON, DI
JOHN EER, el
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Tue Advertisement and the Award of the Adjudicators,
which are printed on Lhe precedingy pages, indicate (he
origin and the design of the two Hssays which are now
submutted to the altewtion and coosideratton of the
Christian ypublic, and leave Litile to be added by way of
preface.

In May 1873, throe elders iu eonuwection with the
United Presbhytevian Church, who were then in attend-
ance at the meeting of the Synod of that Church at
Edinburgh, submitted to the Home Mission Scerctary
a proposal for placing at the dispesal of the Syned the
sum of One hundroed and fifty pomds, in onder that two
Prizes might be offered for Fssays to be written by
ministers on Systematic Benclicence. It was the desire
of these gentlemen in making this proposal to foster the
spirit. of Christian liberabity among the inembers of
Churistian Churches ; and so te present to their consider-
ation the seriptural awthority, and the manifold advan-
tages of systematie, frequent, and proportionate giving
to the cause of Christ, as to furnish meotives and mnduce-
ments for adopting and carrying into effect the prineiple
of giving habitually and conscientiously in proportion to
means and income, iostead of contributing fittully and
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nneertainly vuder the nfluence of present impulse o
personal solicitation.

When this propesal was brought under the notice of
the Synod, it waz cordially approved and accepted, and
the Home Commattee of the Synod’'s Boavd of Missions
were divected to wake the pecessary armangements for
the pmblic offer of the prizes. It was accordingly agreed
that o prize of £100 shonbl be offered lor the best, and
a second prize of £50 for the second best, essay on the
sublject ; and, in accorilaves with the wishes of the donors
of the prize fund, the competition was deelaved open to
all ministers whose nawes were pluced on the Syned
rolls of the Umited Preshyteran Clurely, abd of the
Preshyterion Cloweh in (new, of) Enoland, 1L was
specially required {bal the Essays shonld contain s cless
wind cowprehionsive statement of the Seriptwal arpument
m favour of system and proportion m the apphication of
property or mcowme to religious and benevelent purposes ;
awd that they should exhibit in an attractive and per-
sunsive forw the advantages which may be expected to
aceriie: to the givers themselves, and to the canse of
desus Clipist in the world, from ilhe practical appli-
atton of that agrment to the regolation of ndividual
coudunct amd contribution, and for the determination of
the proportion of his iveome which cach should con-
seerate o the Liowd,

The Rev. Professor Lorimer of Loudon, the Rev. Jolin
Ker, D.D.. of Glusgow, and the Rev, Andrew Thomson,
DD, of Edinburgh, were requested to act as adjudicators
of the prizes, ond cheerfully undertook that doty.  The
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Essays were accordingly forwarded to them, and after
careful consideration of the claims and nerits of the
several papers, they at length wnamimously agreed to
award the First Prize of £100 to the Essav which bore
the motto ¢ Augsde $0dFes, gy firz 2" anil the Seeond
Prize of £50 to the Essay which bore the motto,
4 We gan all do more than we have done,
Arnl vot Be nowhig the worse ¢

Tt viever was loving that emprisd the Learr,
Che mvings that emnplied the ymrse”

On opening the sealed letters wlich aceompanicd these
Essays, 1k was found (hat Che firsé bad been written by
ke Hev. Alexander M. Dalvymaple, ML A, minster of the
United Preshyterian Congregation at Smethwick, wear
Birmmpgham, and that hic therefore had obilained the
First Prize; and that the sceond had been writlen by
the Rev, Alexander M Symington, B.A., mintster of the
Presbyterian Chureh in England, at  Birkenhead, to
whom eonsequently the Second Prize was awwrded.

The adpudicators all couewr In testifying to the
general excellence of the Essays submitted to them for
examination, and in stating that the two Essays next in
order to those Lo which the prizes were awarded were
entitled to be mentiomed with honour,  They also con-
cur in the expression of the hope and the assurance that
the perusal of the twe Prize Essays will be found inter-
csting and profitable thronghout the Clharches, and that
their statements and appeals will present the duty of
frequent and proportional giving for benevolemt and
religions purposes in such new and powerful lights as
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mnst lead 1o aomere ntelligent and conselentious con
secration of ineome and of substance for the promotion
of human welfare and of the divine glory ; and thas to
the attainment of the end which the generous donors of
the prize fund had in view in the proposal which they
gubinitted to the Synod of the Clhurch in 1873,
Throwgh the considerate kinduness of the donors of the
prizes, a copy of the volome containing both the Essays
will be presented o the Minister and to the Session
Clerk of eacl of the congregations ineluded 1n the Synod
Tiolls of the United Prosbytevian Churel, and of the
Preshyterian Chovch of Eogland 5 and as the aim of the
donors and of the Syned 15 to diffose information as widely
az possible on the important subject to which the Easays
refer, the volnme, pwd alzo Lthe separate essays, will be
published at the lowesl possible price which will cover
the cost ool peoduetion. It is heped, therelore, that
wiinisters, oftiee-besrers, and  weombers of  Chostiau
Churehes may lend their willing and  effective atd in
bringing these Fssays under the notice of the Chiristian
communtty ; awl they are now sent forth from the press
with the desice and prayer that, through the divine
Llesgsing, they may be made inslromental 1 advancing
the truth sml cause of Him who iz worthy to receive
riches,” aml o whom 7 shall be given of the gold of

Sheba.™
R. S 5



