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PREFACE.

——

I smovLy have preferred to delay the publication of my
notes on the Potato Diseaze for another year, until ad-
ditional information could have been obtained on one or
two points; but the losses by the disease last year were ao
very great, and the attention of the public so generally
drawn to it, that on eonsideration I decided to publish
without delay such information aus 1 possessed; and if
this little work should meet with a favourable re-
ception on the part of the public, any additional inform-
ation might be readily embodied in future editions.

THE AUTHOR.
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THE POTATO DISEASE

AND

- HOW TO PREVENT IT.

CHAPTER 1.

Norwrrastanoing all thet has been written on the snbject of
the potato disesse, it appears to me that there is an opening
for a work freating of it from a practical point of view, and
embodying at the same time ouwr most recemt scientifis
knowledge. There are a great many facts with regard to the
disease which I have never asen brought befors the publie; and,
in the case of other facts which have been bronght forward, sn
entirely wrong interpretation has in some instances been put
on them. Ialsofind that a great amonnt of ignoranee pre-
vails generally with regard to the disesse ; not only amongat
gardeners and labourers, bat also to a certain extemt in the
case of others whose education and experience would lead one
to expect differently. -

The potato is certainly not cultivated at present in the way
it onght to be, nor has any effort been made to meet the at.
tacks of the dissase upon well defined principles. T hope the
remarks contaived in the following chapters will be the means
of introducing a better order of things.

Bomo years ago very great interest was tsken in the
potato digease gemerally. Its sodden appenrance, and the
spparent mystery which sttended ita arrival, the largo loss of
life, and the importznt economic results that it produced
in Ireland, all tended to increass the interest in the subject;
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