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FOREWORD

IS volume is one which does not fall within

I any well defined literary cafegorv. Such a

production is liable to be criticised less for what
it 15 than for what different readers may think it
purports to be or should have been.

In the circumstances it may he useful at the outset
to explain the aim and seope of the volume, Tt deals
with travel in the Unton of South Afriea, without,
however, any pretence of conveying the last word on
such travel ; indeed the volume is confined to what
was scen and felt by only ane party of travellers, and
they did not see everything.

There has been no attempt to describe the ITnion
in detail. Not much, for instance, has been et down
about the remarkahble development, and the even
more remarkable prospects, in Sonth African farming,
manufacturing, and zeneral industries. These are
diffuse, complex, and important subjeets that should
preferably be handled scparately by competent
authorities. 'Thev have therefore been reserved for
other publications, and the present volume has been
confined to the subject of travel ; an account of the
tour being given under the * we *' of the party whose
experiences and opinions are set down.

The only reason for publishing this material is
that as the party travelled the Union recently and
extensively much that has heen set down in these
pages will, it is believed, be fresh, at least to readers
outside South Africa, and of sufficient general interest
to warrant perusal by whoever may be secking a
little-known but remarkable field of travel.
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