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“ 1t be n gentie and afectionate thought,
‘That in immaayurahis halghts abare us,
At pur Nrek Birih (s wreath of love was woven

With sparkling stars for Sowers.*
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PROEM.

In the besntiful and romantic valley where the scene of the
foltowing Poem is lnid, a venerable relative of mine recently resided,
full to o'erflowing with legendary lore respecting the valley and ity
inhabitants, in the olden time. From his lips, s we sat one fine
summer's eve, & few woeks provious to his death, on & bench before
his cotiage, I heard the particulars of the traditionary story on
which the Poem is fonnded.

By the majority of thoss who, being stern matter-of-fact per-
sonages, and excesdingly seeptical, aot only of the otility, but of

the werity, of all records that mre in the slightest degres tinctured
b



with romance, unless proof-warranted by incontrovertible facts, the
old mnn's narrative will, 1 foar, be estermed one of thoss idle and
incredibla lagends, which onght to be consigned to eternal chlivien,

There aro othérs, however, it ia hoped, from whose hesrts,
unwithered by the chilling breath of Utilitarian Philosophy, will be
yielded u peatical faith in my aged relative’s tale of other years.
In the full Assurancs that such will e the case, ! shall, withont
furiher preamble, give the hoary chronicler's account of the Star-
Seer,

*Two or threa centuries ngo, & castls stood on Oewald's ronky
height, the owner of which wes renowned far and near, for his
#kill in mstrologicsl scisnce. Thongh the matnre of his sublime
studiss tended to impress the minds of the vulgar with aws, his
‘mnnificenes, aoble hearing, and uniform gondness of heart, won him
the ewteem and affection of every inhabitant of Caldeme. (1) By
the knowledge of his art, he had ascertainad that o certain wonder.
Fal comet, {3) which was firet obeerved in the hoor of bis birth, and
continmed o revisit our northern hemdaphere perlodically about every
five years, was his Natal Mlanet, and that there was & lovely being,
who was also subject to its influences, and whose destiny was
mystorionaly interwoven with hin own. Her be resolved fo find ; and,
ssguming the garb of 8 palmer, he quitted his stodies, aod went in
senroh of the beautifol woknown. Wandering in Hirklees woods,




on the evening when ths comet commenosd ita fourth grand career
through the h me, he di d at the entrance of & grotis, an
enchanting creators, hailing with enthusinstis ardour, the glorions
re-sppenrance of the splendid sérial voyager, With feclings of
indaseribable delight, hs knelt by the fair worshipper, acd in lan-
guage the most impassioned, poured out the tend of his soul,
and told her, thet the planet which she had addmesed s her Natal
Btar, preaided over the destinies of both. In the heart of the besuti-
fol enthusiast aross & devemt belisf that the words of & youth so
tngaging in mannery and in mien, must be indisputably tros; nor
did she serople, ere the termination of the first interview, to Haten to
the langunge of love, and breathe it aweetly in return. Frequent
were thair meetings beneath the boughs of Kirklees; aad st each,
the affertion so romantically begun, grew stronger and sironger.

“Hot the bliss which they enjoyed did not last long, The
woice of the soverelgn sammoned the youth of Britain to avenge the
insults of the prond King of Spain, and to carry the thunder-bolt of
war into the land of the insclent aggressor. To Harold of Oswald
the appenl was imperative; he tore himeelf from love and his
studies, and joined the ranks of the brave warriors who hed rallisd
ronnd the standard of loyalty and patriotiem. What con surpass
the affection of woman? What obatacles impeda? What dangers
intimidate? In the disguise of a soldier, Editha of Kirklees quithed



