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PREFACE

IF I had called this book T'he Philosophy of Humanism
without more, that title would virtually have covered
its scope. But the reader would not have had his
attention drawn to the significance which the word
* Humanism * imports for myself.

To avoid misinterpretation I have therefore added
in the title the words and of Other Subjects. Part I,
which is concerned with Humanism in its restricted
sense, contains the substance of three Donnellan
lectures delivered this summer at Trinity College,
Dublin.

In a volume published last year, The Reign of
Relativity, T sought to lay the foundations of a view
of the uniqueness distinetive of individuality which
would show the relation of its principle to that of
the gen.eml relativity of reality to knowledge. This
view is carried further in the present volume, which
is a companion one to that of a year ago.

As regards two of the scientific subjects discussed,
I am under much indebtedness for counsel and assist-
ance while working out the prineciple. Professor
A. N. Whitehead, F.R.S., has gone over the proofs
of the three chapters devoted to mathematical
physics. My brother, Professor J. 8. Haldane, F.R.8.,
has done the same for the chapter on biology. Neither
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of them is thereby to be looked on as responsible for
sharing my point of view in philosophy, or for modes
of expression which are my own. But none the less
my debt to them is great for having permitted me the
advantage of their criticism in what I have written
on their respective subjects.

Lo pon,
June 1822,
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THE PHILOSOPHICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF HUMANISM
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The standards there employed are different from these by which we
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sa much os reflection, is essential in art. The quality of ° inevitable-
nesh," Btill, the beauty of Wordsworth'as poetry, like all beauty
of its kind, is 8 beauty born of the mind, The difficulties in the
ralation of the Irish to the English mind are portly due to that tendency
to insist on particular sspeets which imparts to the outleck on life a
dynamie character, Still, in litersture and philosophy alike, this has .
on the whole proved a source of strength, Samte-Beuve on Greek
literature, and on Ehakespeare and Goethe., He declares that criticism
cannot be statie in its stondacds,  In the very relstivity of all eriticism
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THE PHILOSOFHICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF HUMANISM
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Humanism in literature is that form of Enowledge in which the
stress is laid on the individuality and uniqueness found in direet
perception and emotion. It is as values that the universals of know-
ledge enter into such Humanizm. Such imegmative constructions
thus owe their beauty to their being born of the mind, The standards
by which their value is estimated may be relative to periode and
altering modes of expression, but they imply continuity in principle.
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