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GENIUS OF GEORGE ELIOT.

Br Mzms. 5. B. HEERRICK.
_-gmgup_

T is said that George Eliot spent years of her literary life
in translating, and in writing review articles, before she
ventured upon a creation of her own, Her first appearance as
an author was made in “ Blackwood’s Magazine,” She there
published three stories of English rural life, called “ Scenes
in Clerical Life.”  Their literary merit was at onee acknowl-
edged ; but they did not attract the attention which they
merited until she had made herself famous in her second
worky, ¥ Adam Bede"

Perhaps no book of fiction, since the days of the Great
Unknown, has attracted so much attention, and been the
subject of such universal diseussion, as this first novel by
George Eliot. Before the nom de plume had vanighed in the
light of eager inguiry, she was claimed as a man by men,
and as & worman by women., She seems to us to be the only
woman, in all the wide range of fictitious literature, who has
drawn a genuine, manly man—one who is manly in his faulte
as well as in his virtues,

It seems given to the noblest and most gifted of each sex
to possess so large and inclusive a humanity, as to be a repre-
sentative of both man and woman., Where do we find a
more exquisite tenderness, tact, and refinement, than in the
highest type of man; and where a more noble courape, a
deeper sense of truth and honor, than in the noblest of
women ? (George Eliot truly possesses an intellect which is
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so far above ordinary womanhood as to inelude the strength
and prasp, the eritical acumen and large outlook of a man,
with the tenderness and purity of a woman.

We are told that God said, * Let us make man in our
image, after vur likeness, . . . Bo God ¢reated man in his
own imuge, in the image of God created he him; male and
female ereated he them.” The divine nature, then, must
include within itself hoth the maseuline and feminine atbri-
butes. The higher nature is, and the more fully it is devel-
oped, 1f the moral growth be co-ordinate with the intellectual,
the more godlike will it be, and the more certainly will it
escape [rom the limitations of ignorance, of conventionality
and fimally of sex itsclf

Naturalists tell us that every orman and every member
which is {ully developed in the higher animal is possessed in
a rudimentary condition by the lower. The organism of man
shows the sume members, in o high state of development,
which we find in the lower vertebrates, The hand of man,
with its wonderful capabilities awd exquizite adaptability to
an infinite variety of lubor and uses, 15 but a [ull expression
of the ides sugwested in the fin of the fish, the hoof of the
horse, the wing of the bat, and the paddle of the mole.
LEvery bone whigh gives the power of grasp and Hexibility,
po necessary in supplying the needs of Lis higher existence,
is found in the lower in a modified form. The whole natoral
world is pointing, by soceessive and inereasingly perfect or-
ganisms, to man, the crowning glory of the animal kingdom.
e possesses powers which, in their just proportion and har-
monious eo-ordination, are far beyond the physical powers of
the brate, Though he is less strong than the lion, less agile
. than the monkey ; thongh his bhearing is less acute, and his
, vigion less sensitive than those of the insect and the hird,

yet he iz far beyond them all in his powers of self-protection,
self-development, and progress. This is becanse his powers
arc so adjusted to each other, and so eo-ordinated with that
higher spiritual being which constitutes him man, as to pro-
duce the most porfect result. The soul and mind of man are
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made in the image of God. In the more wretehed and de-
graded members of the human Family, we see the germs
folded, the power and faculties latent; bot who will say, in
the Iight of missionary enterprise, that the soul is wanting in
any race of men ¥ It ondy lies dormant, waiting the nwalkon-
ing touch of divine truth. As we go from the lower to the
higher forme of human life, we see, as we do in the analogaus
forms of animal existence, a life which approaches nearer
and nearer to the divine type. The spiritual world points no'
less unerringly to the perfeet and divine prototype.

In the true artist, whether his ercations be by the aid of
pen or peneily by the chisel of the seulptor, or the fingers of
the musieian, the work is ereative, the attitude is godlike.
The divine power of imagination is at work ; and the world is
receiving beauty, wronght from the very life of the arlist
Thers are & few, a very few, who deserve the title of artist in
this Ligh sense. The man whe may mghthully lay olaim o
euch o title must possess the gift, not only of seeing the
truth and rendering ity but he must also have that all-com-
prehensive glance, and that vitalizing power, which is ruther
a spiritual than an intellectnal faculty. He must lay under
comtribution all the physical beanty of carth and sea and sky,
besides all the subtler moral beaufy of tenderness and hero-
1sm and devotion. When such men do bless the carth, they
are cosmopalitan, and can be claimed exelusively by no age
and no eountry. They are heaven-born sonls, who have only
made some unworthy spot of earth their abiding-place for a
little time. The birthplace of 4 genius like thiz may well
be prond that it was chosen for such a manifestation ; but it
cannot alaim him as its own, The world is his home, and
mankind his compatriats.

Into this noble army, how many women have ever been
admitted, or how few! Tt is strange that the world has seen
almost no ercative mind among women, The apology which
ia always offered for the inferiority of women, in every branch
of severe intellectnal labor, cannot be offered here.  The eul-
tivation of art has always been considered eminantly proper



