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PRET ALCTE.

This book, except that portion of it illustra-
ting the life and adventures of Wilburn Waters,
the sreat hermit hunter and trapper, comprises
a series of articles written for a weekly news-
paper, partly for pastime, and partly to preserve
for the use of the future histortan a few facts
connected with the carly scolement of South-
western Virginia, and which otherwize might
have heen lost.  These facts, together with at-
tempted descriptions of various localines, and
all that the book contains, have the merit at
least of heing troe. Being thus hastuly thrown
together, without revision or systematic arrange-
ment, the anthor’s only apology s, that it re-
appears in this form at the vrgent solicitation
ol a great number of persons who read the
articles as they appeared in the »Abingdon Vir-
aintan, and who thought them worthy of pres-
crvation.



viii PRETAUE,

With no further apology or explanation, this
little volume of “multifarious small things” is
thrown into the tide of current literature, not
without hope that it may afford a few hours’
pleasant pastime st the fireside of the moun-
tainecr, and some of its facts form the nucleus of
a much more comprehensive work by an abler
pen, embodying the history of cur own beauti-

ful Southwestern Virvinia
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