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PART V
CHAPTER 1

THE NORTHWEST TERRITORY; OHIO
1787-1790

O far the work of the hackwoodsmen

in ex&/lurlng, conguering, and heolding

d been work undertaken

sult:I}r on individeal initiative. The nation
as a whole had not directly shared in it
The frontiersmen who chopped the first
trails aerdss the Allephanies, who earliest
wandered through the lonely western lands,
and who first built stockaded hamlets on the
banks of the Watauga, the Kentucky, and
the Cumberland, acted each in consequence
of his own restless eaperness for adventure
and possible gain. The nation neither en-
couraged them to undertake the enterprises
on whieh they embarked, nor protected them
for the first few years of uncertain foothold
in the new-won country. Only the back-
woodsmen themselves felt the thirst for ex-
ploration of the unknown, the desire to try
the uniried, which drove them hither and
thither through the dim wilderness. The
men who controlled the immediate destinies
of the confederated commonwealths knew
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little of what lay in the forest-shrouded
country beyond the mountains, until the
backwoods explorers of their own motion
penetrated its hidden and inmost fastnesses.
Singly or in groups, the daring hunters
roved through the vast reaches of sombre
woodland, and pitched their camps on the
banks of rushing rivers, nameless and un-
known. In bands of wvarying size the
hunter-settlers followed close behind, and
built their cabins and hiock-houzes here and
there in the great forest land. They
elected their own military leaders, and waged
war on their own accoutft against their In-
dian foes. They constructed their own pov-
ernmental systerns, on their own motion,
without assistance or interference from the
patent Stafes, until the seftlements were
firinly established, and the work of civie or-
ganization well under way.

Of vourse some help was ultimately given
b}* the parent States; and the indirect as-
sistance rendered by the nation had been
great. The West could neither have heen
won nor held by the frontiersmen, save for
the backing given by the Thirteen States.
England and Spain would have made short
work of the men whose advance into the
lands of their Indian allies they viewed with
such jealous hatred, had they not also been
forced to deal with the generals and soldiers
of the Continental army, and the statesmen
and diplomats of the Continental Congress.
But the real work was done by the settlers



