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GELTA,

The Czar and the Cantatrice.

CHAPTER L

It was a eold, rainy day towards the end of
January, and Gelta Dechon was loitering throngh
the spacious rooma of the British Museum with
that listlessness, with which one is apt to samnter
abont & musenm on a dull, rainy day. She some-
times lolled over the glass cases of colns, some-
times admiring an Eirpscan wvase, sometimes
etudying the sarcophagus of an Egyptian mummy,
and sometimes trying to comprehend the allegor-
ical paintings on the lofty ceilings.

‘Whilat ehe was gazing about in thin idle way
her sitention was attracted to a distant door at
the end of the room, which, though she had many
timea visited the room before, she had never ob-
served, The deor was closed,but every now and then
would open and scme eolitary being would steal
forth, when instantly it would close again. There
was an &ir of mystery about this that piguned her
languid curiogity, and she determined to attempt
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the passage of that strait, and to explore the
noknown regions beyond. She tried to open the
door but found it locked; ehe knocked, but no
response, Then a monotonous voice reached her,
eaying, ‘Thae bell to the right, Madam!”

Bhe torned towarde the Egyptisan muymmies,
whence the sound seemed to come, thinking, * Can
this be a remnant of Cleopatra’s voice?’’ Then for
the first time that afternoom she percsived the
sttendant who was drowaily eitting between two cof-
fined mummies; and who waa now with half-awaken-
od gestares trying to indicate the bell to the right.

QGelta saw it and thanked him. Upon pulling
the bell the door yielded to her hand with that
facillty with which the portals of enchanted castles
yield to the adventorous knight errant.

She found herself in a uarrow, short pussage,
and was confronted by an sttendsnt who, indicat-
ing aregister to the left which was on a high deek,
gaid, ¢ Please sign your full name and addrees,”

After conforming with the rule, she entered the
only apartment leading from the passage. She
found berself in a emall, sguare room whose walls
were surronnded with glase cases. Abount the
room were placed long stands, which also upheld
glasa casea containing precions pems and some
of the finest cut cameas. A hushed stillness
reignied through this apartment, excepting, as the
guard &t the entrance, after having thoronghly



