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To T. H. B, Esq.

Estezwzn Frimxp,
of sevaral kind friends, I am induced to sttempt Iaying down & fow
oheervations, the reeuli of long experience in Fly-Fiching ; mors cepe-
cislly in that department of the * gentls art" which relates to Grayling
or Umber.

Should any information I may be able to give, add to your
provious kmowledge, or contribute to your future pleasure, T shall be
highly gratifisd.

Y ours truly,
J. JACKSON.

Tasrzrp Miuz,
Mar, 1453,

M844840







THE

PRACTICAL FLY-FISHER.

Our regidenee on the River Yore, which is decidedly a
Grayling stream, long sinco drew my ottention more
eapecially to that dainty fish; and I have marked with
the preatest satisfaction, the rising reputation of that
inhabitant of our slvery flood during the last few years,

Wa pre told that the t* Monks of 0ld,™ renowned
a8 woll for good cheer, as charitablo deeds, and noble
works, introduced the Grayling to the streams near
their principal resideoces; which appears probable, as it
is in perfection when the Trout iz out of season, I
admire their taste, and respeot their memory for the
lognoy they left.

The fact of the Grayling being in season for some
months when the Trout is searcely fit for table, and the
readinces with which it rises at the fly, readers it, in my
opinion, particularly worthy of the Fly-fisher's notice ;
ond although not go gamesome as the Trout, yet in the
Summer and Autumn, its weight and strength, with
the tenderneas of its mouth, render it, perhaps, a more
difficult fish to take, than even its more resclute brother,
the Trout.

The Grayling is certainly a very moderate dish for
* Un Grand Gourmand™ at the time of spawning, which
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2 PFRACTICAL FLY-FIBHER.

is generally about the last ten days in March, or the
first ten in April ; at which time none should be killed ;
but the rapidity with which it at that time feeds, enables
it in & very short time to give the angler ita full share of
sport,

In angling for Grayling, you may reasonably expect
Trout, Smelts, Chub, and Dace; though the latter fish
peem generally to prefer brighter and more gaudy flies.

The beat general flies for Grayling, are amall
Browns and Bloas;* though they will ocoasionally feed
to excess on Midges or Gnats; the larger kind of flice
and palmers being more generally attractive to Trout
and Dace : nevertheless, as good genernl flies, T strongly
repommend the smaller Red Hackles, varied oceagionally
by brown or black.

OF THE MATERIALS FOR FLY -MAKING.

Tae materials for Fly-making besides hooks, and gut or
hair, are silk, feathers, for, and herl.

The feathers should be of fing fibre, and glossy or
tromsparent.

Fine Bloas may be found in the Waterhen, Swift,
Blackbird, Jay, Snipe, Landrail, Starling, Fieldfare,
Thrush, Bluecap, Skylark, Teal Duck, Sea Swallow,
and Dotteril. Brewns in the varied plumage of the
Pheasant, Partridge, Pewet,+ Grouse, Golden Plover,
Sand Piper, Mallard, Owl, Sparrow, and Tom Tit.

* Bloa, or blea, & North-country word, signifying the colour of the
clouds, Blen seems genarally aignificant of cold,
+ The Lapwing.
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Some useful feathers may be found among the

Poultry of a farm yard; particularly the hackles, or
nock feathers ; but the feathers of Poultry and Pigeons,
though good in colour, are generally too strong in their
fibre for emall fly-making, The Grey Goose furnishes a
good large bloa, both from the neok and under the
wing.
Dobbing or fur, I do not munoh recommend, and
rarely use, as the Ephemera, or Wator-flics have mostly
hard, sealy bodies, which are best represented by silk,
which should be procurcd of all colours, and eare taken
to selest it of the finest desoription, and to use it well
waxed.

Some flies, howover, are undoubtedly beiter made
with fur bodies ; the prineipal furs necessary are Hare's
face, ear, and neck; OSquirrel, Martin, Mole, and
Water Bat, and in Rabbit's whiskers, Mohair of differ-
ent colours, and the long hairs of a Sable or Fitchett's
tail.

Ostrich herl i3 an exesllent material for the bodies
of several flies, and may be procured or dyed of almost
any colonr. The tail of the Peacock also furnishes a
beoutiful herl, suitable for the body of many fliea and
palmers,

Hackles of all sizes, from half an inch to two
inches long, and of all colours, (black, red, red and
black, or furnace duns of various kinds,) should be pro-
cured for making logs to winged flies. Sooty or grizzled
hacklea may be found natursl, but some colours, as
yellow, green, blue, brown, purple, must be dyed; of
which more anon.

The hacklea for legs should be very small, but it is




