HISTORY OF WELLS, YERMONT,
FOR THE FIRST CENTURY
AFTER ITS SETTLEMENT;

WITH BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649031481

History of Wells, Vermont, for the First Century After Its Settlement; with Biographical
Sketches by Hiland Paul & Robert Parks

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



HILAND PAUL & ROBERT PARKS

HISTORY OF WELLS, YERMONT,
FOR THE FIRST CENTURY
AFTER ITS SETTLEMENT;

WITH BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES

ﬁTrieste






. HISTORY

WELLS, VERMONT,

FOR TAR

FIRST CENTURY AFTER ITS SETTLEMENT;

HILAND PATIL,
BIOGRAPHICAL SEKLETCHES

BOBERT PARKS, Hsq.

s

RUTLAND ; "
TUTTLE & cr;il.;3 JOB PRINTERS.



INTRODUCTORY.

The writer of this brisf and simple historical sketch was
urged ageinet Lis wishes {0 wrile the bistory of thia town, and
at first declined on account of his inability to do justice to the
subject ; but, after much ectvealy of friends, floslly accepted
the task, though without change of opinlon respecting his
fituess. Adopting no perlicolar plao in preparing this sketels,
we have andeavored to wrile intelligibly and with simplicity,
knowing that we could cet, if we would, meke “much ado
abeut nothing.”

We bave been somewhat discouraged at times, at the small
degrea of interest mavifasted in this litkle work, which is
written with no expectatiovs of reward for time and labor
spent in its preparation, We acknowledge that it is far from
completes, for much of the early history of the town that would
be interesting, has pagsed away in obscurity. Yet amid die-
couraging circumalonces, we have psresvered in preparing this
sketch—our littla work of good-will fer our vative town—
foreseeing, that with the past alresdy forgotien, the aged men
who are with us to-day, will not probably long remain to refresh

us with their memories of the more racent past, but may soon
lis beneath the scds of the valley.

Though errors may exist, our aim has beeu o be correct in
giving the facts, that would boe of interest, so far na we have
been able to obtain them. We hope this way be acceptable
until another more worthy is wrilten to succaed it.

Therefore, with all its simplicity, it is presanted, hoping that
it may meet with the favor of our towns-people; and in the
dim future, be of some little ioterest to our successora.

October B, 1868,






HISTORY OF WELLS:

This town in situited in the scuthwestern part of Rulland
county, and is bounided on the north by Poultney and s part
of Middletown, sest by n part of Middletown and Tinmonth,
sonth by Pawlet, abd west by Granville, N. Y. Itis not at
present known whence the nime of the town arigihated; or to
whom the honor of naming it belongs. '

The Charter wea granted by Benning Wentworth, then
Governor of New Hampshire, September 15, A. D. 1761,
and was in the form usually given in granting fownships at
that time—Beptember 15, 1868, it was 107 years old—and
may now be seen st the Town Clerk’s office, and, althcugh
worn, by folding, into numerous fragments, is atill logible.

There i alae on record st enid office & copy of the charter
together with a plan of the town. The fown waa laid out
gix miles square, conteining 28,040 acres, and the usuil
allowance was made for * highways and vnimprovable lands
by rocks, ponds, mountaing and rivers, 1,040 scres free,"
ete. The north-east corner of the town was originally a
short distanca to the northward of what ia at present Middle- *
town village. The town was chartered te Capt. Eliakim ' .
Hall and sixty-thres others, whose names are hers given:

Bev, Edward Eales, John A. Tertlus, Caleb Merriman,
Thanlel Murwizn, Jr., Aaron Persons, Dr. Isanc Hall,
Tsuac Hall, Jr., Ataphen Iros, William Willlsins,
Thomas Murwin, John Ives, Naihan Williams,'
Joht Hulls, Beephan Peck, Johr Pleros,
Botben Ives, Dr. Caleb Bali, Asahsl Thomas,
John Moas, Toal Holeom, Tltwa Calrer,

Bamual Jerome, Huosekiah Hall, Hathan Holls,
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Bamuel Hall, Eag., Thomas Thibeta, Mitea Johnson,
Joseph Murwin, Jured Bpenoer, Eliskim Hall, Jr.,
Hoah Andrus, Tiius Ives, Abel Austin, |
Bartholomew Andrus, Hezekiah Wadsworth, Bealamin Roys,
Agahsl Beach, Titus Beach, Jnseph Blihep,
Jehn Avery, Danlel Clark, Bamauel Bishop,
Abal Ives, Jucab Parker, Davld Lymoan,
Btephen Marwin, Auvdrew Baardeley, Jahn Beecher,
8am'| Bharp Beedels,  Joseph Francis, Esbulon Frisble,
Caleh Colver, Jasephs Newmarch, Joeeph Brousen,
Larl Moss, H. Weatworth, Gorsham Knot,
Stephen Hall, Jarad Los, Robert Fazzard,
Dr. John Dickluson, Abcebam Packer, Bamusl Hall.

It is gemerally considered that very fow, if any, of the
original grantees settled in town, and the early town records
show that most, if not all of them, resided in Connecticut.

In the charter there ia & plan of the town, wherein wo find
a portion in the south-west corner Iaid out and marked “B.
W."”, and the following in recorded, viz: Hia Excellency
Benning Wentworth, Beq. A traet of land to contain five
hondred aores, as marked B. W. in the plan, which is to be
socounted two of the within shares.  One whole share for
the meorporated society for the propagation of the gospel in
foreign parts ; one share for the Glebe for the church of
England as by law established ; one share for the first settled
minister of the goapel, and one share for the benefit of &

" school in aaid town—making in sll eeventy shares or rights
of land originally.

“The settlement of this bown was commenced by Ogden

" Mallory, who moved hia family here about the year 1768,
(Thompaon's Vi. Grazetieer). 1fso the present year would
be the contennial aoniversary of our town's sebtlement.
¢ Daniel and Bamuoel Culver came inte town in 1771 and
moved their families here the following yoar.”
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ORGANIZATION, :

This town was organized March 9, 1778, and the following
business was transacted st the firat town meeting, viz:

“ Waria, March 9, A. D. 1778.
'“ Ma. town meeting warned by the charter and huld in

“I.st_ Vn-t-ad, Ogden Mn‘l]na Moderator.

%24, Voted, John Werd, Cierk

“8d, 'V'othﬂ Ogden Mallory a.nd Abner Hnw & Com-
mittes to look o'nt. & road, and mark ot the same in the most
oonvenient place through said town.

“‘Llh Voted, that the road shall be six rods wide through

“Ehh ?nted 0 hhllory {hmaster for the sonth part
of the town, and Abner How pat mnuter for the north part of
the town.

“ﬁlh Voted, that Daniel Calver, Joseph Lawrence and

en Mallor B]mu]d searoh and find e couvenient place for

Env in said town.
“T oted, that this meeting be adjourned to the first
Monday in November next, a4 the dwelling house of Ogden

Mallory.
“Per me JoEN WarD, Clerk.”
The adjourned meeting waa held according to the previous
" vote, November 1, 1773, and « John Ward and Ebenezer
Welton were appointed a committes to lay out a burying

yard in 8 convenient place, and Ogden Mallory, Daniel .:

Culver, Joseph Lawrence, Abner How snd John Ward were
chosen selecimen.”

At & town meeting held in vegerd to the affairs of the
grants, Febroary 25, 1774, Abner How and Joseph Moss
were appointed 4 committes to attend the general meeting in
.Manchester. The meeting thua alluded to waa held at Man-
.theater, in March, 1774, when the gommittees there sssem-
bled, from the several adjoining towns, having considered *“the



8 Hiprony op Wrprs.
dupohc aot of the Haw York Assembly, for the suppression
nhmm of the nmstnn mab,” voted in reference
E} “'that o a. aou.nt.ry we will atand by and defend our
friends mq nelghbors, who are indicted, at the expense of
our hus and fortunes.”

The * despotic act” above rat‘erml t0, was paased March
9, 1774, wherein oertain riotons acts wera declared to "be
felony, for, which the oﬁ'ﬁndur wad to mﬂ'er death without
benefit of clergy. The act names Ethan Allen, Seth Warner,
lnﬂ athera, eight in number, who pmparsd an appesl to the
publm, ‘showing the juatioe of their oause, and that they were
determined to mainain it at ali hazards."

At tho town meeting above mentioned the mhabitants hers
voted, that “ there should be no York authority take place
in erid tcnm,” which plainly showe the spirit of the times that
animated the early settlera of this ‘town, in regard to the
ﬂ::mahan of an independent State. There were many long
_vem of strifs, anxiety and bloodshed after this vote was
taken bafors Vermont became (in 1791 ) one of the United
Btates ; though in oue sense it became an indepondent state
from the yerre 177677, for the inhabitents would not recog-
piza the authority of New Hampahire or New York, though
both of thess states claimed title to this disputed territory,
which was then known aa the New Hampshire granta.

At the time this town thus veled, history informs us, that
the uubjwtof making the grants an independeat state bogan
to be dmamud ond in 1776 o convention was held at Dorset
to acmald@r this impuﬂant measure; and after deliberation
resnhred “ 1o take enitable messures, as scon s mey be, to

".ﬁw Hiland Hall's qﬁm of Formout,



