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EDITOR'S NOTE.

THE text hers presented, adapted For use I mized
cdasses, has been carefolly coflated with that of six or
seven of the Latest amd best sditions. Whers there was
any dsagresment those readings have been adopted which
seemed modt redpaable and were supported by the best
antherity.

Professor Meiklcjohn's exrhaustiee notes form the sub-
gtance of those bere noed ; amd his plan, as set forth &
the **(reneral Mobtice™ annexed;, hes been carried out in
these yolumes, But az thess pdaps ave inlended rathes for
pupiks in school atd college than for ripe Shakespearian
scholars, we have not hesitated to prume his notes of what-
ever was thoopght to Be too learned for our porpose, or
on cther grounds was desmed irrelevant fo it. The nojes
of other English editors have besn freely inocorporated, and
wa have not besitated o make many zsoppestions ourselves,
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GENERAL NOTICE,

U Aw atternpt has bean made in thess new editionsz to
interpret Shakespears by the aid of Shakespeare himself,
The Method of Comparlson has besn conantly amployed ;
and the lanpuage used by him ia ooe place has been com-
frared with the languwagre used in other pleces in eimiar
girumstanoes, a3 well a3 with older English and with
newer English, The teort has besn as mmiully apd as
thovoughly annodated az the text of any Greek or Latin
Claxmic

“The first purpdse in this clabdmate aonctation ix, of
course, the full working cut of Shakeosprares meaning.
The Editor has in all circnmetances taken as much pakos
withe this as I he had been making ool the dificult and
obscure termis of A will in which he himsclf was personally
imterested © and he sobmiks that this thorouph excavarlon
of the meaning of & really profound thioker s one of the
very beat kinds of bmining that 2 boy or girl can receive at
sehool.  This is to read the very wind of Shakespears, and
to weave hig thoughts into Lhe Gbre of one's own mental
oastitytion.  Apd always Dew rewards come o the careful
seader—in the shaps of wew meanings, recognition of
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thotughts he had before missed, of relationy between the
characters that had hicherto escaped him, For reading
Shakespears ig just like examining Nature ; there are no
holiowoesses, there is o scamped work, for Shakespears
iz as patiently exact amd &g frgt-hand as Katonrs heraslf,

“ Besides this thorough weirking-gut of Shakespeare's
meéaning, advaotage bas been taken of the opportunity to
teach his English—to malke each play ano introduction to
the ENOLISH OF SHAKEAPRARE. For this purpose copioos
collecticns of similar phrases havm been grthored from
other plays; his idioms have been dwedt upon; his pe-
caliar wse of words; his style and his rhythm. Some
teachers may consider that t00 maoy instances ave piven :
but, in teaching, as Bo everytbiog else the old French say=
ing is true: ALeg B 7, 5 brod r'y 0. The teacher
need not requite sach pupd] bo give Bl gdf the instances
collected, 1f each gives one or tweo, it will probably ba
encugh ¢ and, acong ther all, It (3 certaln that ome or two
will stick iny the memory. It is prodmble that, for thoss
pupils wha do not study either Greek or Latin, thie closa
examinatico of every word and phrase (o the text of Shalke-
speare will be the best substitote that can be found for the
study of the ancient classics

“It were much to be hoped that Shakespeare shoold
becoma more and more of a study, and that every hoy
and girl shoudd have & thorouph knowledg= of at jeast one
play of Shakespeare before beaving school,  It.wouold be
one of the best lessons in human life, withoot 1he chanca
of a polluting or degrading experience, It woold also
have the efiect of bringing back ioto the too pale and foe-



