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PREFFATORY NOTE

TxEe translation of the two treatises contained in the
present volume was undertaken by the Rev. T. Thomp-
sun at the request of the Socicty for Promoting Christian
Knowledge, and was in preparation at the time of his
deatl in the spring of rgrg.  Mr. Thompson had for
some years conlemplated the preparation of an edition
of the original text of the treatize On e Sacraments, and
had dealt with some of the litargical prolilems involved
in bt treatises o his valuable litde book O #he Ofices
of Baptism and Confirmation, in the Cambridge Handbooks
af Litwrgical Stedy. "'o that book the present editor has
made constant reference in preparing the Intraduetlion
and Notes.

The manuscript of the translation left by Mr. Thomp-
son was complete as far az Book w1, ch. z, §g of
the work O e Socrameends. The remaining  sections
have been translated by Mr. F. H. Colson, late Fellow
ol 51, jnhn’ﬁ. L'.u[lug-:_:, Cmnhridgt, who has also assisted
in the revision of the whole translation and contributed
sugpestions towards the interpretalion of vanous passages.
Some notes on the treatise On the Mysieries, which ap-
pear to have been intended for publication, have been
incorporated and bear the initial [T]. Use has also been
made of the materials collected by Mr. Thompson for
notes on the second of the treatises here ranslated. To
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vi PREFATORY NOTE

Mr. W. C. Bishop I am indebted for some helpful sug-
gestions, and for allowing me to consult him on some
points connected with the system of lessons at Milan,
To Dir. 11. J. White, of King's College, London, 1 owe
a similar debt of gratitude for information with regard
to the text of the Biblical quotations in the treatises.
The Index has been prépared by Mrs. Thompson.

The task of preparing this littde volume for the
Press has been welcomed by the present editor as
enabling him to offer a small tribute of affection and
gsteemn for one whose imendship recalls, amid ather
happy memories, o common association in those hturgical
and patristic studies with which the present volume is
concerned. J. H. 8.
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INTRODUCTION

[, Ow CarrcHETICAL INsTRUCTION

THE two treatises contained in the present volume,
apart from their importance o the student of Christian
worship and doctrines, possess this further source of
interest, that they illustrle the care of the ancient
Church for the adequate insteuction of those who wore
admitted to Christian baptism.  Tach of them consists
of addresses given in [aster week to those who had
been bapiized on Faster Fye Dut they presuppose a
lomger course of instruction which had heen carricd
on throughout Lent, and to this previous instroction
Ambrose refers in the opening words of the treatise Ox
the Mysferies. The ongin of this system of nstruection
goes back to the carly days of the Chureh, and the word
“catechumen ™ applied to one who: had attached him-
sell to the Church and was undergoing such instruction
has us orgin in the New Testament.!  As the Church
grew in numbers and influence, and its converts were in
most Chses }1;_'.'1.||l5, iur.rE'_:l:-_:ing E]'nl;u;rrt:mct was attached
to this side of its activity. The famous school of Alex-
andria, of which Pantacnus, Clement, and Origen were
the most notable heads, represents that activity in its
most splendid and striking form.  Under their lkeadership
it attracted the more thoughtful and intelligent classes

| The wopl seryyooe { i anstract M) 75 foumdl in Lk L 41 Acts

xviil, a5 1 Coro xbv, gy Gall v 60 From it are decived the
words gcoderdis, cadechie.
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