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INTRODUCTION.*

e =

T!EII following little book which was first published within

two s of the events which it dmlbu;m was tepub-
lished in 1852, after pome revision by the suthor, under the
title of “The Days of Battle.” It has now been out of print
for a considerable time, but its merits as a very graphic and
interesting description of those few momentoms days which
have left ofEumm“k on i ~1itﬂratu1b~ihm;:;u than ?f;
thahmtﬁ' pe, are sufficient, it is believed, to justi
its republication in a popular series.

Though it was first published a.uon:rmousllgun. “ Narra-
tive of & fow days’ Remidence in Belginm with some account
of o visit to the field of Waterloo, by an lishwoman,” it
has so much personal interest that the will, donbt-
less, be glad to know something of ita anthor, more especially
aa she is favourably known by other works, and with other
mombers of her family has claims upon the memory of a
younger

Miss Anne Waldie, the Iady in question, was born
28 Beptember, 1788, and wus the second of three daughters

* 1 have to thank Mr. C. O, Eston, J.P., of Hall, Btamford,
ﬁnhﬂaﬂiﬁm miu‘lm“}ﬂ#hhmﬁ#lvnﬂnz
writings ; a0 . George . suthor of * Waterloo, Downfell
mmmmm,”m revising the nobes at the end of the
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6 INTRODUCTION.
of Ge Wﬂﬂi?naEsq%lof Hendersyde Park, near Kelso,

Roxtm ire, orth House, Newcastle-on-Tyne,
Thers were also two gons, one of whom i3 mentionsd in the
following but they both died without iseme. The

eldest danghter, Maria Jane, married in 1812 Mr, Hichard
Griffith, the distinguished civil engineer, who was appointed
];?ﬂu?ernmmt sole commissioner for the general valuation

Ireland, and was the anthor of the famous geological map
of that country. After more than forty years of arduous
public pervice, during a large part of which he was President
of the Board of Works in Ireland, he was ereated a baronet:
and his son, Bir George R. Waldie-Giriffith, inherited Mr.
Waldie's estates. :

The youngest of the three sisters, Jane, waa an accomplished
painter, and her pictures are to be met with in many in-
stitutions in the north of England. She also had consider-
able literary talent, and wrote a work entitled * Sketches
descriptive of Italy,” which was published in four volumes
in 1820. She married Captain, & ards Admiral, Watts,
of Langton Grange, near Btaindrop, Darlington, but mun-
fortunately died in early life.

Charlotte, the sister with whom we are chiefly concernad,
accompanied her brother and younger sister, as ie hereafter
rala on & vigit to Bruseels, in Juns, 1815, when it had

arily and hastily become the headgquarters of the
army under Wellington. The allied forces, us every one
supposed, were to meet and crnsh Napoleon, who just
returnoed from Elba, before he had time to take the offensive.
But his movements were more rapid than had been anticipatad,
and the Belgian capital, crowded with non-combatants of both
soxes, instead of being meraly a point of departare, suddenly
fonnd itself the cemtral point of the seat of war. The pen
of Thackeray has well adapted this dramatio situation to the
purposes of fietion ; but in the following pages we have the
circumstances brought before ne with all the vividness which
actual experience only can give. A few weeks later the two
asigters visited the field of Waterloo, and a short narrative of
the battle written by one, and illustrated by the peneil of
the other, was published anonymously by Murray, and
rapidly went throngh ten editions.



INTEODTOTION. i

In the course of the next year the two sisters rejoined
their brother in France, and went on with him to Italy,
and it was then, as explained in the suthor’s tgmfam, that
the following account, which incorporated the previous
narrative, its appearance.

In 1817-18 Mies Charlotte Waldie was again in Italy, and
in 1820 published, still anonymously, her best known work,
“ Rome m the Nineteenth Century.”*® This work gives the
result of her own experience and observation, and is written
in the personal style which, when it is combined, as in her case
it im, with cultivated taste and sensible oriticism, iz not to be
equalled in interest by any formal description. Notwith-
standing the many changes which recent research and ex-
cavation have wronght in the descriplive togogm of
Home the book is still useful to tra and is
quoted by the latest lar writer on the subjeot.t

In the same year her sister published her *Bketches in
Italy,” above to. Two years later Charlotte Waldie
married Btephen Eaton, Esq., banker, of Stamford, and of
Eetton Hall, Rutland. A few years aftarwards she published
a story in three volumes, entitled  Continental Adventures.”

Mrs. Haton's last work, At Home and Abrsd,” was
pablished in 1831, In 1851 she & new edition, the
fifth, of “ Home in the Nineteent ntury,” in two volumes,
with illustrations, for Bohn's Ilustrated Library, and in
1852 aha revised the t work for the same publisher.
E:: died om 28 .&pﬁmgiﬂ, in the seventy-first year of

age.

The following reprint differs only from the author's last
edition in respect to the title and the a notes. It
must be remembered that the fow details of the battle of
Waterloo are based npon the reports current at the time, and
have since been supplemented or sorrected in various ways. In
all that came nnder the writer's own obssrvation there is no
room for doubt as to her correctness, and her picture of Brussels
during the days of battle ia corroborated by another account,
also by & lady and an English writer, namely, the well-known

* The first editlon was published by Comstalile, Edinburgh: & second
edition waa brought out b]rpﬂumrh 1824,
t Bes “ Wealks in Bome," by Angunastus J. C, Hara,
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Fanny Burney, who was then the wife of General IF Arblay,
French officer in the service of Lounia XVIII. Madame
IH.:‘.hla , being unnumaufu.l in an attempt to leave the cit
m&ly weeks in B 8, but pre-ooca
unhawuby bammnfhﬁrhuabnndnhammad
observation on what was tﬂ“%hun amund her, end her
aocount is far less graphic fellow-
countrywoman. hnr did she visit tha ttle, and
r%dmmuuquﬂ&egtuthamﬁhi:ipmﬂ hiuhwm-
exacts from victors as well as vanguish
Eﬁf“ are held to be wo; of commemoration, it is ﬁt
such i;t#ﬁ ahul:cl'd hl:;t left nntalg:.chﬁ.nﬂ. WHG
CAm ater MAMmOTias w an an
mﬁ?&nﬂ to lose. If a righteous and unselfish cause may
hallow the horrors of those days, it is not well to ignore
them altogether. Ifa cool and confident intrepidity on the
rt of & leader, if daring dievegard of life in comparison with
uty on the part of his officers, if resclute and patient endur-
ance for hours, of rank and fils, nnﬂarﬁpaatadchnge, nr still
more deadly ntorm of lead—if, in short,
tuds, well am , are virtues not yet out nfﬁta, the tale
oletﬂrlm d still be told, and this Litle book, genuine
a8 it is, has still its testimony to add thersto. .

* There is another mmall book published shortly before this, “ A Visit to
Flandera in July, 1915," by James Bimpeon {Edinburgh, 1815, whish
also gites an acoount of the feld & fow weeks afier the baitle. MifBing's
“ Pasasgod from my Lifo,” and Kincaird's “ Adventurss in the
%ﬁg&ﬁﬁaﬁjmmhﬁeﬂiﬂgdﬁhﬂjdﬂmuﬂmamu{

ater,



AUTHOR'S PREFACE

Tars Little Narrative is the mmple and faithfol sccount
of one who was a spectator of the scenes she describes, and
& witness of the events she relates, during those days of
desperate conflict and unparalleled victory which must be
for ever memorable in British history, and interesting to
every British heart., It was written whilst the impression
of those eventful scenes was yet fresh upon the mind : and
the thoughts and feelings which such awful and affecting
circumestances were irresistibly calculated to inspire, were
expressed without restraint, in the full security of the sym-
pathy and spprobasion of the partial friends for whose perusal
alone this Narrative was intended.

During the absence of the Author in Italy in 18186, the
members of her family in England eent the manuseript to
the late Mr. Murray, and it was already in the press before
the received any intimation of its intended publication.

The Author must be permitied most earnestly to disclaim
all ides of entering into competition with the writers whoee
talents and genins have been so well employed in describing
the battle and the field of Waterloo. They were not, how-



