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MRS GEORGE WHERRY,
Corfres Burldings, Combrdge.

My DEAR MRS WHERRY,

You and 1 once studied SHARSFERE for a time together.

1 well recallect yonr capital acting of Nerissa in the Merchant of
Venive, and the arch way in which you tost up your handkerchief when
you heard the news that Bassanio was coming, as if you divined that
the right man was near. T

Some friends asserted that you actually winkt at him, to let him know
which were the wrong caskets, and which the right ; but that was doubt-
less a libel. At any rate you chaffe delightfully that savey Graffano—
the impertinent '—who dared to say that it was a ‘ youth,’*a litile scrubbed
boy,' to whom he gave your Ring.

Then you left such merrymaking to nurse “the fpeachlefle ficke,”

“enforce the maimed impotent to fmile ”; and for two years you toiled
in the Hospitals.

You have your reward in your pretty, happy home, in the affection
af the able and accomplisht gentleman to whom vou have linkt your life
—the tender of the suffering, the helper of the poor, “ who are Christ's
friends;" as Chaucer says.

I think of your choice and lot with pleasure, and I venture to dedicate
to you this edition of a few of the Early Religious Dramas before Shak-
spere's time, as just a reminder of the days when his triomphant art was
the subject of our mutual work, Believe me to be,

Always sincerely yours,

F. ). FURNIVALL.




"*m— : :
b W W Shealy peTe R ae T
‘ ~ Jk[l-’ ~ 5B

DIGBY MYSTERIES

. THE KILLING OF THE CHILDREN,
2, THE CONVERSION OF ST PAUL.
3. MARY MAGDALENE,
4 CHRIST'S BURIAL AND RESURRECTION,

WITH AN INCOMPLETE

MORALITY

oF

WISDOM, WHO 1S CHRIST

(PART OF ONE OF THE MWACR0 WOEALITINSL

EDITED FROM THE M&3.

BY

F. J. FURNIVALL,

FOUXDRRE AND DIRECTOR OF THE KW SHAKSFERE SOCTATY, &IC
P e
2‘{:‘ >
-
___—’

FUBLISHT FOR
The Neio Shakspere Society
RY N. TRUBNER & CO, 5%, 50, LUDGATE HILI,
LONDON, EC., 158z

e




Series VIL. o, 1.

BUNOAY ! CLAY AND TAYLUMN, TUE CHAUCERL FRESA




CONTENTS,.
FAGE
FOREWORDS aa vil
APPENDIX : Notes on the Chester Plays and Midsummer Show  xviii

HEROIVS KILLING OF THE CHILDRLEN (Childermas,
Dee. 28), with the PURIFICATION TN THE TEMPLE (playd
on Candlemas Day, Feb. 2, 1513}

]

e

THE CONVERSION OF 81 PAUL (Jan, 25}

MARY MAGDALENE, in 2 Parts i—

Part I. Her Father's Death, Her Seduction. Her wiping
Jesus's Feet.  Lazarus’s Death and Againrising ... -

Part 11, Christ's Appearance to her. Her Conversion of the
King of Marcylle. Her feeding by Angels.  Her Death 9o

A MORALITY OF WISDOM, WHO IS CHRIST (fmperfeed).
How Lucifer tempts the Mind, '\f‘-’il], and Undersianding of
Man to sin . - L v )
CHRIST'S BURIAL AND RESURRECTION, in z Parts i—
Purt I (playd on Good Friday). Christ taken from the Cross
and buried v 169
Part 11 (plavd on Easter Day in the Morning), The 3
Maries go to the Sepulchre, and Christ appears to them 201

EXTRACT FROM THE ROMISH SERVICE-BEQOK FOR
EASTER DAY ... ver 237

GLOSSARY AND INDEX (mainly by 5. |. HERRTAGE) e 220




& The Committee of the New Shalspers Sociefy give express notice
that the Editor of any of the Society's Books is alone responsible
for the opinions exprest in it




¥il

FOREWORDS.

TH15 book opens the Seventh Series of the New Skak-
spere Seciety's publications, that of the “ English Mysteries,
Miracle-Plays, Interludes, &e, up to Shakspere's time.” Tho
it is later and far less complete than the other sets of Mys-
teries—the Towneley, Chester, Coventry, and Lord Ash-
burnham's York one, still kept in M5.—it has been hitherto
printed in so few copies’—so, by the Abbotsford Club in
1835—that I chose it, on that account, as our first wark of
the kind, in order that it might get more generally known,
As too I have been able to add to the ¢ld set one more
Mystery in 2 Parts,—that of the * Burial and Resurrection of
Christ,’ which evidently once belongd to the Dighy M5, 133,
from which these Mysteries get their name—the prezent
edition has a fresh value of its own, however slight that value
may be,

But to every play-goer and every student of the drama,
all the old Mysteries have an interest independent of their
literary merit. They show him the stories and scenes in
which his forefathers before and up to Shakspere's time were
content to find edification and amusement. They prove to
him that these old plays were but parts of the Romish
Church service, developt and taken out into the streets (p.
227-8, below). They give him the origin of that mixture of
comedy in deepest tragedy, and of tragedy in highest comedy,
nay in roaring farce, which is a leading note of Shakspere’s

1 Hawkins printed the first play, Canaenas Day, in his Ordrin of
the English Drame, 1773 and Marriott reprinted it in his Cedlection
of English Miracle-Plays, &c., Basel, 1338 —P, A, DANIEL.




