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MY DEAR FATHER ROWLETT:-

L tava road every word of yvouwr Book. Srom
PreTacze to Fimis, and lot ma sopure you in all simcerlty that 1t hos
bean many o day elogs I resd a book &0l awch cenoine pleasurs. 1 com=
gratulats wou mogt gordially on the cexnpietlon ¢f tEle delightfful tri=
bute to cha Mothgr Semlnary af tha Went, tke crodis of the Church In
Fentueky. These of the alumnl who atil2 live should ta grateful for the
work you have dons L0 Draferyd Lo AUdh Recollent form tha atory of am
Inntltution whilch has glvan nany self=ascrificisng, berelo, salntly
oinsionaries to the Chorch. O34 Et, Thomast has a re;priebls story, &
anique history.

T reallze the amount of wark mod paslenas reguired In collmctlog,
aelacilng end arraoglng the moteriol. Thin was oot an sasy Sask, but
you have doms the work rempriabhly well., It can eeeily he oean that you
2id not comalder 1t an iekoges task, byt s laber of love.

I tannet wrlte o froptiodn af what I dasirs to say in pralss of
this "Hintoricel Tribute®, but D'will sap tnat I conslder your des-

criptlond moeat yivid. The sedood Chapier le good and sploy; tas laat
tws Chapters are mgsterpileces, [ pm partloulerly plegssd with ceripin
Peragraphs wherein you strids the Fight Xey, Lut I nave not found &3
unintoraating paragraph of ooa dull 1lne i the snslre work.

Flaping your book & wlde cleculation, and hoplog 1% moyr prova
beneflcial fo many readors who nover hefore heard of 5%f. Thomsao® Gem=
1pary, I remain

Yours Faltnfully,

+ O -Tad™
ﬁu.{..pb g-'f__,‘%ﬁwﬁ



DEDICATION,

To the BMemory of the Dear, Homely, Old In-
stitution—Kentucky's Hirst Well-Spring of Pletv and
Learning: To the Students, Who, Within Its Walls,
Learued to Love God wud o Lowe Ooe Aoother, And
To the Teachers Who Tapght Them I'hese Tessons,
These Pages Are Lovingly Insenbed By

THH AUTHOR.



FREFACE,

Viewed in certain lights, time and space are small
matters.  NWearly [orty vears have pone by sinee the
last student passed oot from Old 5t Thomas® Sewin-
ary, and vet its form, shape, spirit and life have not
dimmed perceptibly in the recollection of those who
were its inmates, and the home-like grasp that it ook
upon their pature has not loosened in the jar of the
redling wheels of time. Far and near, the old students
share the same more than kindly feelings for e old
place, and each one of them could voice his tribute
from his distanee with the same foree as il he were pre-
sent at the gates,  So, at this distont doy and place,
it 1s mmine to sy what all have fel: al every jmoment
sice Old St Thomas' bade them adico and  blessed
them for higher lahors.

I st saw St 'Uhomas' Saninary D its active, bhusy
days, while its plory was still around it like 3 balo,
and its hope [pra lowg and vigoraos life was strong
and bright. I last sow it less than o rain, bae s
honor was wustained, and #s memory was held in
henediction.  Desolatlon relgned sronud i, and si-
lenee and sadnes: hronded over 18, vet the echo of the
old-time free and happy life came fram it, and the per-
funte of o thousand loves was walted back to it from
as many hearls that beat with pleasant and gratetul
remembravce. 1o that moment came the thonght and
inspiration to write something, aud this tribute 1s the
froge of that wisit,



FREFACE.

While seenring historical permanency to the conrse
of the oldest Seminary in the West, myv intenfion has
heen rather to give definite form to the many expres-
sions of affection and reverence lor the old AAfmwa MWater
anid those connected with if, to embods the geileral
feelings of all ol 5t Thomas” students and to indicate
the reasons for the nniversal good will,

T'a dn thiz, I have iaken the more important inei-
dents connecter] with the establishiment of the Sem-
inary, itsinternal working. and the specialand lasting
re=uits that trace their canscs to it,  Minor matters of
dletat]l T have wsed Lo show the connection between the
ereater evenls and the ity al =pirit and action that
ran through the whale course of 1ts existence.

He who stands upon the top of the highest peak in
the carly morning aid sees bereath him a sea of white
mist, through which ouly the sammits of the surround-
ing mountaing nenetrate, gets no real or adequate idea
of actual motmtain seenery nnless he waits until the
sun has dispersed the cloud that fills every valley and
hide=it from iz view, Then he will see the abiiiting
hases of 11 momtaing, the adres that connect them,
e vallevs thal give 1 grezier proaninence and the
asorges that are avenues ol eseape for what, if pent up,
might hecome destroving doods.  The Leauty, the
periection amd 1he naily of the tugzed seebe 15 then
recogmized, and cren the distant plain comes inas a
harmonions part. for towards it the dashing, roariong
totrents leap, there o lose 1heir fierceness and calmly
expend thelr energy in giving ferihity and trnt,

Just 5o, the littie things in the history of Old 5t
Thowmas', and e incidents 1 mdividual lives belong
1o the general ploture, 1oogihve it unity and harnooy,



