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’Wr;face.

" Tuois little collaction is not whelly identical in
seope either with the jest-books or with the vol-
umes of teble-talk already in the fleld. It has
been ecompiled with a view to its finding a place
between the two, being made up wholly from the
gnogls of conversation,* and ecomprising, af the
samme time, ouly those jests and wtories which pes-
gess the stamp of wit, a3 distioguished from
humor or drollery.

After perusing varions essays and other writ-
imgs on wit and humor, the editor is led to be-
lieve that the wits themseives have boon happiar
than the metaphysiciane in their definitions of
wit. Locke's cumbrous awalysis, so universally
quoted, aceording to which Wit lies in an as-
semblage of idess, and patting them together

* 4n apparent rather than real axceplion io the Inser-
tion of a few parliamentary and legal bon-swota.
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with quickness and vivacity, whenever ean he
foand any resoinblance and congraity, whereby 1o
make up plemsant pictures and agreeabla visions
of fancy,” dissects without describing. The image
evoked in the reader's mind by his ‘* assemblage
of idess” im that of an “ Evening at Home" of
the Aikin family, vather (han awy lighter specica
of eotertainment. Addison rightly addy to this
bill of particulars the efement of surprise; but
even in his description we foil to recognize the
familiar leatures of the thing wo call wit. All
thess elaborations bring to mind Dr. Johnson's
auswer when urged to define poetry: © Bir, it is
easier to say what it I oot: we all &new what
light is, but it ie not easy to feff what it i8." On
the pther hand, Dr Hennekor's reply to Lord
Chatham, “ Wit is what & peneion wonld be if
given by your lordship to your humble servant,—
a good thing well applied,” is hoth definition and
example. Bub no phrase is troer or of more
value ag o touchatonsg thon that of Shakespeare,—
“ Brevity iy the soul of wit.” Wit is preciee and
compact both in idex snd expresgion, while humor
is apt to be more leisurely in movement, more in-
tangibls, often broader in signification. The dis-
tinetion drawn by Carlyle, referring wit ¢ the
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head and humor to the beart, ia else full of mean-
ing. ‘Wit is in its nature hard, A grest deal of
the wit in existenee conmsiats in direct retort or
repartes, where the thrust, to be effective, must
be guick and strike home, Often the very point
of & witticiam lies in its hearilossness, 55 in the
case of Talleyrand’s fatmous reply to the man who
represented to him that '* one must live :" ¢ Je n'en
wiis pos Iz nécessitd”  Humor i3 better-natared |
it ita broadey forme it ealls forth more langhicr,
and ino its finer manifestationy exhibita more ten-
derness, than wit; it has afes a wider range, and
may contain a decper poctio or philosephic truth,
Wit has the sdvantage only o the mundape vir
tuee of kemmness, precision, and cbservaoee of
etiquette. ¥et the best wit has ita wisdom as
well, and some of the most exquisite examplea
add to the grace of manner the charm of heart.
Thesa ara to be looked for only nmong the ehoteest
French smots. Hoglish wit is of a stonter fibre,
and, though often of a plessanter and wore whale-
some toue than the Gallic esprit, has never atiained
to the eame fiveness. How exquisite in feeling,
for inetance, is Sophie Arozuld’s sigh for her lost
youth: “Les hewrsur jowrs oib j'dicis & mal
heurense "' whoere & universal truth and & wide-
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falt eadness find sxpression in & light play npon
waords.

It 15 n watter of some surprise, considering the
delight which men take in wit and the reputation
which some men have gained by it, that so few
reully fine specimens should have been preserved.
Tt ahould be remembered, however, that much of
the éelat of wit depends upen the moment, the
enviropment, upon Iogal allusion, or upon the
homor of the company:

£ A jeats prosperity Jies in the our
Of bim thet besrs it.*

The mot that sparkled by cspdle-light may look
duller by day, or may have alreedy faded into ob-
livion with the excitement that callad it forth. Nor
iz it to be supposed that the best specimens always
gurvive, etill leas that they mrvive alone. We do
not know that sectdent ie any kinder te wit than
to other prudocta of human iogennity. Tt ia
stated that in the sesarch for lacostring remains
in Switgerlend the relica which tarn up in the
greateat profusion are hair-pins. When we see s
very glender jest which has come down in o state
of carefu] preservation from a yremote snotiquity,
we moed not draw the conclusion that no better
ones have been loat in the interval.
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There ia one form of wit which, deapite oon-
tempt and prohibition, has displayed a persistent
vitality. The pum has had semtence of banish-
ment passed upon it again and apain, yei new
puns continue ta be made with fatal facility, and
ancient puoe, which have enrvived, perhaps, whola
literaturea, show no tendeney to disappear.  Nor
has the pun lacked its defendgrs and protestants
against the wanton apd somewhat inexplicable
persecntion to which it is exposed. When Henry
Erskine waoa told that the form of wit in which
he particularly excelled waa the lowest of ali,
“Tt is,” he replied, "and therefors the founda-
tion of all wit.” There is truth ua well as readi-
ness In the retort. Wit conwiets primarily in a
play npon words. Huomor sporte with ideas ; wit,
with words and facts, Many of the finest Son-
maofe are untranelatable, because the thought is
ineeparable from the phraseology in which it is
embodied. Elia, whose favorite diversion was
4 Lamb-punning,” to nee his ewn nama for it, de-
fanda the exercise on higher promnds: “ A pum
i & noble thing per ss; it ia eutire, and fills the
mind ; it is as perfect as a sonnet.””  And to cite
a modern instance, showing how muoch wit, seienes,
and moral may be erowded into & pon, take Punch's
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inimitable anewer to Mr. Mallock's query, 1s
life worth living @' © It depends on the liver.”
Our enjoyment of wit, as of poetry and other
delighte of speech, iz always in part a bisgraphic
intarest. How every jeat of Lamb's is, 30 to
gpeak, fragrant with his personslity! How the
andacious charm which Bheridan exercised over
hiz contemporaries elings to his witticiems 1| While
there are numbers of nomadic jests, which it is
imposeible to refor with certainty to any one
author, or oven centory, thera are many more
that are gehuinely charzcteristic either of the
times or of the men who nttered thew, To enable
the reader to pote such traits, if he oare for them
at all, thiz sollection has been divided into perioda,
80 as to bring together, lo av approximate rather
than exagt chromology, the sayings, of men who
Hved 2t the same epoch or formed part of the
same social group. A few words om the charaster
of thesa pericds may not be ont of place here.
Tha speeimens of conversationsl wit that have
come down to ny from the Tador perind are of &
kind closely allied to homor. The quaint, paroh-
ment-flivored jests of Bic Thomas More, the only
talker of the period whose conversation is largely
presarved, might ba refzrred altogether to the latter
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