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PREFACE.

ITH the exception of a few verbal altera-

tiona, these discourses are now given to
the public in the precise form in which they
were delivered. Prepared as they were while
the writer was under the pressure of continnal
duties, — in weariness often, and mid many
distractions, — he is scosible of their literary
imperfections. Fe laments most that the
truths he nimed to inculeate suffer because of
the wenkness of the utterance.

W. H. H. M.
Bosrow, Aarch, 1870
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SERMON I.

THE TENDERNESS OF GOD,

“ A bruised reed shall Ile not beenl" — Mavraew i, 20,

HE warld is hard, — hard in its policies, feel-

ings, and acts: Iis judgments are harsh, and

its penalties are eruel  Socratos it poisoned, and
the Measial it slew.

We may dilfer in our opinions as to the cause
ani origin of this state. You may have your views,
I may have mine; but we shall not differ as to the
result,  Hach mind, advancing along its own path
of reason and observation, comes to and halts at the
game spob. The world is hard : in respect to that
wa agree. s very relicions have inoculated it with
an evil virug,— made it dogmatic, nnmerciful, and
fieree, In India, a womon's hopa of heaven liss
over the funcral-pyre of her husband, and from
slavery heve she passes through smoke and flame
to servitude hereaftor. Maternal affection — that
holiest instinet of the hueman breast—1s converted
into an engine of destruction, and the arms which
should protect fling the babs into the waters of the
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