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PREFACE

It has been said that “when the nineteenth
century takes its place with the other centuries
in the chronological charts of the future, it will,
if it need a symhol, almost incvitably have as that
symbol, a steani-engine running upon a rail-
Wiy,

The characteristic material problemn of the nme-
teenth eentury was Rapid Transit, and it prom-
ises 1o be one of the mast prominent seicnces of
the twentieth, To it iz conzecrated to-day more
capital, labor, and ingenuity than {o all the other
sciences together, It is an end to which the
greatest inventors amnd most skiliul engineers have
conscerated their talents. Whether it be in the
formm of the rallway—steam or electric—the
steamship, the telegraph, with or without wires,
the telephone, the automobile, ever oreat and stitl
greater velocity of locomotion or communication
is the goal i view, And what victorics have
been won over the sluggeish forees of nature!
what obstactes overcome! The whale story 15 s0
maodern that, like Eleetricity and Photography,
we can trace its beginningz not further back than
the time of our grandsires,

In thiz story of the rise and progress of the

®*H. G. Wells: **Anticipations.”
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science of Rapid Transit, with its ever new de-
vices, its monuments of engineering, and its bil-
lions of capital, there is perceptible a kind of
magic. The acceleration from decade to decade
since the ¢ra of Lhe mail-coaches may here be
plainly noted; and the reader will doubtless find
the comparison of the actual contemporary time-
tables i the journeys between London and Edin-
burgh, Paris and New York, with thase of to-day,
a source of interest and information.
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