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INTRODUCTION

v any great classical writers of the anciemt werld,
like Sencea or Clecra, could come Lo life agad,
nothing swrely would astemsh them more than the
descriptions fhey miche read in ouwr books of the
state of the world when they left it of its moral
depravity, awd the abzence of ull religtons ideass,
One womld gladly hear what they would suy to il
all ; but, twiling that, it only remaing to coter as
wuch a5 possible into ileir tone of thought, and to
present the eaze betwoon Christianity and Daganism
ag they might do if they coulid now speale for them-
aelves, and had at their command eiplibesn centuries
of Church history and all the writings of the Fathers
and theolusians.

Iu assuming on their behalf and v their stead
this advocacy of a liternture and philosophy, rvepre-
senting a eivilisation - to which we still owe the
main and better slements of our own, 1 have
simply endeavoured to pot the case of pre-Christian
Paganismt in its best and teuest light, and fo meet
and controvert a legion of writers from the time of
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Fazebins to onr own, whe, ia the zeal of their paety,
liave been wont to misvepresent the state of the older
world, by the sinple process of aldding Llack to its
places of darkest shadow, amd of notieing in historicol
Christianity none but the regions of its higher lights,
The task ol eorrecting thiz viewinvolves no reference
whatever to (hristinnity as o religion; its sole econ-
pern i with such agpects of the history and teaching
of tho Chureh s touwchedd, amd tlerefare con be com-
pared with, earlier systems of theology and cthies.
For the elaims of truth wod justice must be paramonnt
even lere, though the matter only zesands a long
extinet philosophy eud @ systew of Dbelief or fancy
whose sole remaintng [izends are amoeng tle pocts
1t st wo Longer suflice to conduet to a lrluwphaut
izsue the comparison between I'aganiztn awd Clivis-
tianity to countrast the worst practices or supersii-
tions of the lower Pagsna, not with the practices ov
snperstitions of the Christians at all, but with the
highcst and wnapproached ideals of the foremost
Clhiristian toachers 3 to be fair we must esmapare ideals
with 1deals, the best teaching of the one wich the best
teachingof the other, the Philesephers with the Fathers,
in order to arrive at resnlte which may correspond
with real truth, not merely with foregone conclusions,

The fashion alluded to, of conveying a false im-
preszion of classical litevature, coinecides with that
other modern fashion of depreciating its utility,
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and both are phases of that ever-encroaching sacer-
dotalism of our time which 13 hostile Lo [ree Inguiry
into Church history or to a free wae of the human
reason in matters of doctrine.  bBut a Protestant
Christinn who holds alool fremn that vertex, and
looks, with the complacency of a landsman on the
toilera of the sea, npon the Irivolities of theological
controversy awd npon the anathemas of the secte, may
still assert the same froadom to form his opinion about
the Fathers as obout the Popes, and bo scrutinise
the primitive as closely as the medizval Chuoreh.
Aund from that standpeint 15 iz necessary o refer
briefly to the general histovy of Lhe Catholic Church,
m order fo justily the conclusions suggosted by the
subsequent comparizon betwoen hor teaching awd the
teaching of I*hilosophy,

1t hnz long Leen a meatter of general admission
that, from the very infancy of the Church, goestions
of dopma and diseipline came Lo be of paramount
importance, whilst purily of life and action [ell
into a secondary posicion, A& man's Clristiamty was
meusured less by his works thao by his faith ; and Lo
think wrongly about the Trinity was soon esteemed
more unchristizn than to denl wrongly wish o neigh-
honr, Consequently the history of the Church be-
camie and remained the history of ile extreme and
mare illiterate section; and, though in its turgid
stream thers always flowed a thin streak of the truer
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Christinnity, and of e spint of ils Founder, the
centler and more rational votaries of the new religion
were too [ew or too weak to affect either its colour
ol its character ; thev cither kept in the background
or beeame outeasts and Lercties, The fanatics carried
all before them, nnd Cuvistianity came lo be repre-
senfed in history, nou by the mnore tolerant and
liberal spivit of Chigen, ITosius of Cordova, Synesius,
fanl of Samosata, Vigilaniius, or Pelugiug, men who
in beeowuing Chrstiang stil continued to recognise
and retain the virtues of Paganism, but by the nax-
row, 1etolerant spliit whieh has made the names of
Tertullian, Athanasing, Avgustine, Jerome, Dominie,
or Torgquemsada a disgrace, no less to hnman naturs
itself, than fo the religion they go shamefully mis-
conatrned and pervertod.  Whether the world wonld
hawve farcd any better had men of this latter type nover
becn procduced, no one of conrse can say with certi-
tnde; but 1 need not suppreas my humble bat strong
convietion in favonr of the opinion that it would.
The progress of the Church, till af lenst quite
racent times, has ever been one wninterrupted trivmph
over the Droad Chureh or Hatienal sehool,  Since the
daye when the hones of Orvigen were exhumed for
imputed heresy—one of the mest hateful incidents
in the annals of orthodoxy—the more liheral school
of theology has been in a constant minority. The
purer ideas of the Divine attributes held by Marcion



INTRODDCTION ix

gave way before the bad reasoning of Teroullian,
The protests of Jovinian and Vigilanlivs against
the abuses of monasticism and relicoworship were
drowned in the toment of Jevomes vituperation,
The woere rational conclnsions of Pelagins sueeambed
to the narrow notions of Aususrine ; whilst Cynil of
Aloxandria aehinved au easy vicwry over his intel-
leetunl saperior, Nestorins. O conrse Lad it been
otherwise, il Lhe broader spivit prevadled, the history
of Untholicism mizhl have hoen, and no doubt would
have Leey, o less appalline nacrative than it 1s; but
for purpoees of comparison we st take fucts as
they are, nor seck Lo blink their gieniffeance by
arbitrarily represeuting wiab is bad therein as only
iMusizative of ile abuses and not of the essence,
of Catholieisin as a faclor In haslory.

Jacking, however, In thiz way of the Dhistry of
the Cathelic Church az a whale, and perceiving
therein between the spirit of Cluist and the spind
of histurical Christianivy n dillerence smounling to
absolube antithesis, T am free to doubt $he extent of
the benetit elaimed for the world as o conscquence
of the trivmph of the Churcl under Congtantine and
Theodosing, and to dispute the moral revelution zaad
to have been effected by the final overthrow of Thilo-
sophy under Justinian,  The problem is one chiefly
of historical speculation, the intevest of which is at
least equalled by its complexicy, and on which one



