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PREFACE.

Tue object of the writer of this book has
been to present a few of the truths of that
science, which treats of the structure of the
human body, and of the adaptation of the
external world to it, iIn such a form, as that
they shail be readily apprehended by chil-
dren and young people. The lively in-
terest which intelligent children would take
in the works of God, within and around
them, is frequently checked by the manner
in which they are introduced to the study
of Science. Portions of elementary scien-
tific books are required to be learnt as task-
work, and the learner inwardly condemns
the subject as ' dry,” and abandons all far-
ther pursuit of it when at liberty to do so.

Where a teacher communicates orally
such a thorough explanation of the terms
employed, and such familiar illustrations as



vi PREFACE,

may enable the child, not only to remember
words, but to apprehend truths, the child's
wonder and delight are excited, and such
a beginning is likely to awaken sufficient
energy, to lead to sound and valuable ac-
quisitions,

The writer disclaims any wish to repre-
sent the attainment of Science as an easy
work. But for the very reason that the
path is toilsome, it is surely unwise to
scare the learner from the entrance.

It is attempted in this little book to
supply the explanations and illustrations by
which a teacher would win the attention of
a child,

For this purpose it has been thought
better to diwell on a few facts than to crowd
the book with many. Pains have been
taken that all the information imparted
should be accurate.




