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PREFACE, -

Tre eolargement of the last edition of my
. English Dictionary oblized mo te omit from the
Introduction ithe larpe collection of Lazry and
Greex Roors, with their Ererisn DerrvaTives,
which it formerly eontained., But s these
Roots are these by which the vocabalary of the
. Hoglish lanroage has been most enriched, I
intimated, iz & nots, that they would be re-
printed in o separate jorm for the use of schools,
This hos now been done; and in order to maks
thig little publication still more wecful, I havo
made so many sdditiona to it that it may now
be regarded au An Falroduction to the Etymology
of the English Lemguagre.

As the Etymelogy of a language impliesa
correct knowledge of the erigin and meanings
of the worde which compess it, the importance
and necessity of euch a branch of stndy muat he
obvious fo avery one. In fact, the corrcel mean-
ings of worde wre among the fret things that
shonld be tanght to children; aod the only
qﬁlutiun i%, "i'ﬁ:at ls the easiest and best me-
thod of doing this? Formerly children were
obliged to nnﬁergﬂ.tha drudgery of learning—or
rather, of attempting to learn—the meanings of
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4 TREFACE.

words from the eolumne of their dictionaries, in
regularly set lossons, heginoing at the first word
under A, and ending—should they continne so
long at sshool—with the It word under 2, This
wus something like the labour of the Danatdes,
for the meaninga of the words, s there was no
principle of assceintion to bind them, sscaped
from their memory almost a& soon aa they were
committed to ik.  In a littie work whick I pab-
lished abont thirty yearw ago I drew aitention
to the absurdity uf\‘ this practice; and I sug-
aetod 4 plﬂ.n ]_1:; which YOUNE JHETSOne Iuiglit
flﬂ.l"n far mure easily, and certainly far more
efoctnally, the meanings of words, by doducing
them from their Eoors or FRIMITIVES, par-
ticularly from the latin, I refer to a Manual
Etymology*® which was published by Jokn
wmming, Dablin, in the year 1831, And in
THE BPELLING-BooE SUrErarnen, which wos pul-
lished three yeara aftor, this plan 18 fully ex-
plained, and practically illogirated ; and the
following axtracts from it will serve ta show how
thiz little hook shoold be taught. In fuct, as
this Munual is, in some respects, tatroductery
and in others, svpplemeniary to The Spelling-
Book Superseded, the best way of using it would
be as & Text-book in conunexion with it.

* This Manpal was enlorged mod republished two ypeacs
siter under the title of Tﬂlﬂnﬁicﬁam& ?ﬂﬁmﬂiﬁa Thia
is sxplained in the Introduction to The Lichionary nf Leri-
vatises, poge B,




PREFACE. &

¢ But how, it may be inguired, ate children, with-
out dietlonaries or sgguiﬁg-hmke, to learn the MEAK-
tnas of words? By belog accostomaed to give, In thelr
own language, their own ldoes of every unuseel and
important word which occurs in their HEADING LES-
gong; the teacher, of courss, correcting them when
wrong, and explaining to them, when necessary, the
proper meaning of the term o question ; or referring
them for this information to their dictionaries, which
should alwaya be at hand for this, their legidmate
ume. " Spelling ook Supereaded, p. 11,

e Almoat every word 1o ovr, and indeed In every lan-
Eusge, has, in additiom to ite priginal and proper mesn-
ing, Ite coneequontlel and figorutive applications,
And thongh in seversl instances the original or pri-
mitive meaning has been lost, or 14 no lenger In use,
yet, in gemeral, it will e found to pervade and explain
what are called the diffurent meanings of the same
word., In explaining the follnwing class of words the
author bws kept this pringiple in view. In almoet
every case if will be seen thak the primitive or original
mweaning naturally leades to all the others, though, at
first view, pome of them may appear to be quite differ.
ent. .And, besides the pleasure which aven children
take in tracing analogies, it 18 surely much eesier, aa
wiil as moch more philesnphic, toleamn the meanings
of worda o this way, thoo to get them by rote from
the nninteresting anJuumnnen’ted colomne of & dic.
tigmary. I'or even if it were poseible for s child to
recollect the different meanings of every word in his
dietionnry (nnd unless he recoblects all, there 18 Little
s in hie knowing gnly & part), how is he tp know, on
the spur of the morment, which of the many meanings
heis to attach to g word that he meets with inreading,
oF hears pronoonced io conversation.” —fhid., p. 56,

* The easiest and most cifectnal method of moquir-
ing a knowledga of whet may be called the difficalt
words of our language, is to the comparatively
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few roors from which they are derived, and the rre-
Fixes and arFizEs which very and modify their mean-
inga. In this way the pupils learn with prester eass,
and yeeollect with greater oertainty whole FAMILIER
of words, in lees time perhaps then it would take them
to learn the meanings of mn cgual number of single pnd
wooonnected terms: which, sethey ure not connected
by auy princlple of Asapelation, poon eserpe from tho
memory, even after the labrar of much repetition. In
phort, under the old wav, s it ja called, the pupil
#ighed with a hook, and drew in, at moet, but vne word
at & dima; butd under she gyatemy here recommoended,
be naca & net and at ome cast deaws in 3 whols me

l:uduui'#un]s "_INd., p. 143,

Tt ehould alao be added that this Mannal is
intended to aupersede, ag o Class-Book, TER
Diormomaey of Demivarions, which should onl
be n=ed ax a Book of Referenes, axcopt in aclmuﬁ
in which Latin and Freoeh are tanght.

R, 8.

LDublin, 2nd January, TG0 ’
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