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CHARACTERS.
RUDOLPH (¢ Pusty___________ Tenor.

SCHATUNARD (« Musieian)___ Baritons.

BENOIT (a Landlord)_ . _._____ Deiss.
ML e s Sapranc.,
PARPIGNOL. ________ . . ____ Tenor.
MARCEL (uﬂﬁnt&r) i __Baritons.
COLLINE {(a Philoaopher) . ___._ DBass.

ALCINDORO (e Counciflor ot
B S R PN PRt ; /. |

MUSETTA ... . _.....Soprano.
CUSTOM-HOUSE SERGEANT. Buss

Stodents, Work Girls, Citizens, Shop-
keepers, Street Vendors, Soldiers, Restau-
rant Waiters, Boys, Glirls, etc.

Time, about 1830—In Paris.

PERSONAGGL

RODOLFO, { poetd).-...... ... Tenore.
BCHAUNARD, (musiciata) ... Barilono,
BENOIT, [pqd'rcme J5 arsa}_ - _.Baaso.

il . __ Soprano.
PARFPIGNOL ... ... .........Tesore,
MARCELLQ, { pittore) .___.._._Baritono,
GOLLINE, { filosqfo)- .- ... Basso.
ALCINDORO, (Consigliers &

Jeate) o euieeeaee .. DiGE80,
MUSETTA..cu-eaeoeee e - - Soprano.

SERGENTE, (dsi doganierd). __ Basse.

Htudenti - Bartine - Borghesi - Bottegai
2 Bottegale - Venditori smbulanti - Soldati
Camerier: da caffd - Ragazzi - Ragarze,
Gee, ece.

— Epoca: 1530 virca - a Parigi, —
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ACT 1.

“Mimi was a charming zirl specially apt
1o appeal to Rudolph, the poet and drcamer.
Aged twenty-two, sho was slight and grace-
ful. Her face reminded one of pome sketch
of & high-born beauty; ity features hed
marvelons refinemant, the hot, impatuons
blood of youth coursed throngh har veins,
giving & rosy hue to her clear complexion
that had the white velvety bloom of the
camelia, This frail beanty allured Ru-
dolph. EBnt what whally served to enchant
him were Mimi's tiny hands, that, despite
her household duties, she contrived to keep
whiter even than the Goddess of Eage.”

QUADRO L

“...Mim! era una prazioss ragazza che
doveya particclarmente simpatizzare o
combinare cogli ideali plastici e poetici di
Raodolfo. Ventidue anni ; piecola ; delicata.
Ii aue volto pareva un abbozzo di figura
aristoeratica: i gnoi lineamenti eranoe d'una
finezza mirabile,,.

“Ii zangue della gioventh correva caldo
evivace nelle eae vene e coloriva di tinte
roxee la sua pelle trasparente dal candore
vellutato della camelia...

“{mesta beltd malaticeis sedusse Rodolfo,
Msa quello eche pih lo resero innamorato
pezo di madamigella Mimil forono le sus
manine che essa sapevs, anche tra le fae-
vende domestiche, serbare pib bisnche di
quelte dells des dell’ozio.”
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Act L

IN THE ATTIO

Spacious window, from which one sses &n
expanse of svow-clad roofs. On left a
fireplace, & table, emsll capboard, n little
book case, four chairs, a picture easel, a
bed, a few books, many packs of cards,
two candlesticks, Door in the middle,
another on left,

Cortain tiecs gulckly.

Rudolph and Marcel. Rudolph looks pen-

sively out of the window. Murcel works
at his painting, “ The Pasgage of the Red
Hes,” with hands nipped with celd, and
warns them by blewing on tham from
time to time, often changing positicn on
aceotnt of the frost.

MABCEL
{meated continulng Lo paknt)

This Red Sea passage feels as damp and
chill to me
As if adown my hack a stream were flow-

ing,

{goss o litle way gk fram the snael to (pok ar M piatera)

But in revenge a Pharaoh will T drown.
(turning Lo hia work. To Rodolph)
And You?
RUDMILEE
Into the grey skies watch I the smoke of
thousands of Paria Chimneys rise.
{pointing to the dreless siove)

My thought then wanders down to that
old and Iuy gtove, that not,'hing paye,
Bat like some noble swell in oase lives

all his days.
MARCEL
Not a morsel he gets of his necessary
guerdon,

Quadro L.

1IN BOFPITA.

Ampia finestra dalla quale &i scorge una
distesa di tetti coperti di neve. A destra
un camino. TUns tavola, un letto, un
armadio, quattre sedie, un easvalletto da
pittore con una tela shozrata ed uno sgabel-
lo: libri eparsl, moiti fasei di carte, du
candslieri, Uscio nel megzo, altro a sinistra.

Ronorre ¢ MarcerLno.

{Rodolfo gnarda meditabondo fuori della
finestra. Marcelle lavora al suo gquadro:
il passaggio del Mar Rosso, colle mani
intirizzite dal fredde e che egh riscalda
alitgndori sy di quando in quando, mutando,
pel grau geolo, spesso poaizione)

MAERCELLO
Questo Mar Roeso — mi ammollisce &
assidera gome 5o addosse — mi piovesse
in stille.
{ni allontana dal cavalletic per guardars 1 sue guadro)
Peor vendicarmi, affogo un Faraone.
ftorna al Lavors - & Rodolfo)
Che fai?

RODOLFO
Nei cieli bigi
guarde fomar dai mille
eomigneli Parigh,
{mMitende [l ceming seozs fuoco)
e pensc a guel poltrone
di un vecchio caminetto ingannatore
che vive in cgio come un gran signore.

MARCELLO
Le sue rendite oneate
da un pezzo non riceve,

Copyeight, 1696, by G, Riooxm & Co.



RUDULPH
What’s the use of the forests bemeath
snowy-white burden ?
MARCEL
Radelph, a thought profound will [ trost-
ingly confide in you—
I am frostbitten.

RUDDLFH
(approsching Marcely
And [, Marcel, I will not hide from you,
In the sweat of my brow I helieve not.
MARCEL
Nippeﬂ and chilled is cach ﬁnger,
An if moistoned T bade them to linger
Down in that well of ice
That Musetta’s heart replaces.

{heaves & loog wigh, Jaying aalde bis pallet awl brosbhes and
conses palnting.)

RUDOLPH
Ah! love is & stove that soon digeipates
the fuel.
MAKCEL
And guickly.
BUDOLFH
Where the man does the buarning,
MARCEL
And the woman the Jighting.
RUDOLFPH
As the one turna to Ashes.
MARCEL
So the other slands, staring.
RUBOLPH
But, meanwhile, we are frozen.
MARCEL
And will die of starvation.
RUDOLEIL
Fire is our quarry.
MARUEL
(peizing a ehair and abont ty break (& op)
A moment—This shall be onr salvation.
(Radelph energeileally reslsty Mareel's pro oct)
RUDOLEH
{jayoas at an ides which has seloed Bim)
Eureka !
‘rans to the iable and from below it Ifle & bulky Dasieceiph

l

RODOLFO
Quetle seivcche foresta
che fan sotto la neve?
MARCELLD
Rodolfo, io voglio dirti un mio pensier
profondo : '
ho vn freddo cane.
RODOLFOD
(av¥lcioande: | & Marcello)
Ed io, Marcel, non ti nascondo
che non credo al sudore della fronte.
MARCELLO
Ho disociate
lc dita quaai ancorn lo tenessi immaollate
gl in quells gran ghisceinis che & il
enore di Musetta.

iLapcly afuggirm oo lungoe swpirons, & tralascia di diplngers.
deponendn rarolozzs & penaeli}

RODOLEO
L'amore & un caminetto che seiupa
troppo...
MARCELLO
-0 in fretta !
RODOLEFO
dove I'nomo & faseina.
MARCELLO
e In donna & l'alare...
ROTOILFO
I'mno brueia in un soffio...
MARCELLO
.. l'altro sta & guardare.
RODOLFO
Ma intanto qui ei gela...
MARCELL
¢ 5 muore d'inedia L.
RODOLFO
Fuoeo el vaole...
MARCELLD
{oferrands una redls ¢ facends atto o] spezzacia)
Aspetta... sacrifichiam la sedia!
(Froddo|fo Impedinee con encrgls 1° atto 41 Marcelloy

RODOLFQ

{nd un trateo Ttodolfo epcs in on geido di giola ad en' idea cha
gL & Talenota)

Furefeu !
deoire alla tevels € oe leva nn volumlnedo seartafeeato)




MARCEL
What is it ?

RUDOLPH
Yes. Your genius but spur up and into
flame it flashes,
MARCEL
{pointing to his pletnre)
What, barn up the “ Red Sea ™
RCDOLPH
No ; too great a smelt wonld it atir ap,
Bnt to sshes my drams, My drama's
=low shall A1 ua.
MARCEL
{wlb eoanie Gerpor)
Intend youo to read it ?  *Twill chill ue!
RCDOLEH
No; the paper in flame shall be burning.
The spul to ita heaven mtm’uing_
{with i ragle emplinsta)
Great loss | bat the world yet must bear
it,
‘When Rome is in peril.
MARCEL
Great soul |
RUDOLPH

(giving Marcel & portion af the M8}
Here | take your firat aot.
MARCEL
Well #
RUDOLEH
Tear it.
MARCEL
And light it.

(Badolph strikes a Alnt on steel, lights & eandin, apd goes to

tha stove with Mareal; topether Uiy sot dve to & part of
the MS. thrown inio the Areplace; iben both drw wp
their chalrs and sit down, delightedly warming (hem-

Belvey.
RUDOLPR
How joyous the rays !
MARCEL

How cheerful the blaze !

(the door at the back opens vholently, and Colllos emtem;

frozen aud oipped up, stemping bie feet, sod throwlog
angrily on the table = bundle of toaks ted gp ias band-

karchin,
COLLINE
Seems the miracles apocalyptic are dawn-
ing:

For Christmas eve they honour by allow-
ing no pawning !
{ohenks himeelf, seeing u fdre in the stave)
Ses I & fire here ?

MARCELLO
Trovasti
RUDOLFC
8i. Aguzza
I' ingegno. L' idea vampi in famma.
MARCELLO

{additando 11 soo guedra)
Bruciamo i1 Mar Rosso ?
RODOLEG
No, Puzza
Ia tcla dipinta, Il mio dramma,
P"ardente mio dramma ci scaldi,
MARCELLO
[ean comies Bpaventa)
Vuoi leggerlo forse ? Mi geli.
BROTHGLFO
1 No, in cener Ia carta si afaldi
o I'estro rivoli i snoi cinli,
(oon anifas! tragiea}
Al secol gran danno minaoeis. ..
Ma Roma & in periglio...

MARCELLD
Gran corl
RODMGLFO
{d3 = Marealio oos parte dello seyrtafacelo)
A te I'atto primo.
MARCELLO
&,
RODOLFD
Straccis.
MARCELLO
Accendi.

(Rodello babte Tn mcolaries, ascende una eandels & va al
camlue ¢ Marcello; inslemes danne fuoe & guells pare
dello pcartafactio boitelo sul fognlare, pol entrambi pren.
dono dalle edle &

RODOLFC ¢ MARCELLOD
Che lieto baglior.

ol mpie con fracssso Is poria le fondo od sotrs Colline gelaio,
\atiriezita, battedo § pledl, gettando con ira eulla tmvols
an gty A1 Lor Jegmio oem un fazsoletio).

Roporro, Marcerro, CoLLine.
COLLINE
Gih dell’ Apooalisee appariscono i segni.
In giorno di Vigilin non se aceettano
pegmil...

e interrompe porpress)
Una fiammata [



