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PREFACE.

The maserial presented vo the profession in this form was collected
with a view of furnishing, theough the pages of the dwerican Jowrnal off
sy Medicad Seiences, Philadeiphia, a simple record of interssting cases, a
portion of which, as an introduction, appeared in the rumber for Octo-
her, 1867,

It was soom apparent, kowever, that this could nur he sufficiently con-
densed, within the allorted space of 4 journal, to do Justice to the subject.
Had the change beecn contempiated In che beginning, a different arrange-
ment might have beew adopted, swith a review az some lewuth of the lher.
ature bearing an the subjecs,

I am fully sasisfied thaean analytical digest would kave been an addition
of great value, in tracing the lebors of Jobert (de Lamballe), Follin,
Verncuil, [leregort, Desgranges, Bourguet d°Alx, Duboué, and Courry, of
Frawee ; Dercubaiz, of Belgion ; Mezeler, and G. Simon, of Gertnay ;
Gosset, Simpson, Spencer Wells, Buker Brown, Mauathews Duncan, and
Lang, of Great Brimin; M. Collis, of Dublin; Hevward, |. B. 5. Jack-
son, Mewzoer, Sims, Bozeman, atd Agnew, ol the United States ; wopether
with many others.

Yer, wich the fulless appreciation of the importanee of their contribu-
tions 1o this branch of surgery, | found ivimpossiale, amidst arducus pro.
fesstonal duties, to undertake an additizoal task, withour necessitating ton
grear 4 delay in any atremp: to da justice to cheir wark,

I have, therefore, adhered to my oziginal plan of offering simply my
own experience as @ contribution o the common stock.

I have endeavered to illustcate, in as concise a manner as possible, the
various ditfcalties which T have met with in sperating for these injuries.
Having, however, no wish 1o inliict upan the reader a mere arrav of cases,
I have excluded all but those asefil in demonsirating some practical paing,
T the reader anly of the index, it may seem thar this rule has not been
stricely adbered to, by the intraduction of much which may be deemed
irrelative ; yet the whale will be found indmately connected wich the main



it PREFACE.

mubject under conzileration.  As & sequel to the operation for vesico-
vaginal fistule, we sometimes have cystitds, with the formation of caleuli;
these may eut through snd reproduce the fistia ; theretare the operation
tor remaoval af stone in the bladder is treated of, @ well as for the relief

of chronic cvstitiz, by establishing an artificial opening ata favoreble poing

Far the closure of @ rectoeyaginal Astula, sitvaced near the sphincter, ir
hecomes necessary sometimes to divide the perineum and muscle.  In chis
cannection, the operation, as practised for closing a lacerated perineum
throogh the sphincter, is desceibed at leageh,

Fistule from other cagses than parturition ace referred o :—the effeet
of malignant diseuse 3 syphilide viceratiens; seivic abscesses; the nleera.
tion of the vesico-vapingl septum from caleull, happening after paralvsis
from irjuries, and from she neglect and presscre af pessaries 3 with an
inceresting case ol il cavzed by a pistol-shar,

Cases are given of conpenizal ubsence of the anus, with the rectum
opening inte the vegind ; ezecation for forming an wrlielal anos; and the
opposite condition, with a ceheiency sometimes of the wrethral canal,
where the vagina and cteros are wenting ; the operation for furming an
artificial vagina hefore the vrethral condition can be relioved; tugeiher
with ther subjects o minar fmperuence.

[twill be found that the reeded preparazory treatient, the necessary
insiruments, the various mode. of cperarion under modified conditions
of the vaginal canal, with the arter-rreament, have been roviewed at full
length, with the object of preescuting cach point i as practical a furm
ws possible,

Whe classification ol crses hae been entirely 2n arbitary one, the order
tallowed being werely for convenicrce in cinicelly lluserating  some
special suniect, by beginning with the simpler exmmples, and gradually
intraducing the more complicared anes,

As it is ampoessible for exactly the sams conditicn o cxist ever in any
rwo eases, D have endeaveored to present only a sullicient amount of mare-
rial te be suggestive 1o oany e who will think for himself and soudy the
peculiariogs of the speeiai case. With this view, therefore, T have fzlt
that 1w arempt more woukl be merely unnecessary onomy part,

S0 far as eriginality can e cadmed, in oressriing o vanons expedients

which would be nawerelly suggested by the pecoliarities of any individ-
wal vase, the chapter an the formation of the urethral canal, with the
eperations within the clagder, will presenc many peints of inerest to the
operator, while | hope my experience may encourage others to persevere

in their efferes to relieve similar cases, which mighs be deemed incurable,

7y Mavser Avencr, W, ¥
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