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PREFACE.

Tuave often baen ssked to write my life, as those who
Lkoow me know that it has been an eventful ome. At last 1
have acceded to the nuporumiies of my friends, and
have hastily sketeled some of the striking neidents
that go to make op my historv. My lifu, so full of ro-
manee, may sound like a dvewm to the matter-of-fact
reader, novertlieloss {11‘&r}'1i:ing I have written is stnct-
Iy true ; wmmeh has been omitted, but nothing has been
exareerated. Tn writing as 1 have done, T am well
awnre that T have invited eriticism 3 Dot Befors the crtic
jndges harshly, lot my explanation be earefolly read
and weirhed. If T have portraved the dark side of
slavery, 1 also have paiuted the brght side.  The pood
that 1 have said of huinan servitudy should e thrown
into the scales with the evil that T Dave said of it I
have kind, troc-hearted friends in the South as well as
in the North, and I would woi wound those Southern
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friends by sweeping condemnation, simply because 1
was once a slave.  They were not 8o much rasponsible
for the curse under which T was born, as the God of
nature and the fthers who frumed the Constitalion for
the United States, The law desconded to them, and it
was but natural that they should recognize it, since it
manifestly was their interest to do so. And vel a
wrong was inflicted upon me; a croel costom deprived
me of my liberty, and since I was robbed of my dearest
right, T would not have been human had I not rebelled
araingt the vobbory, (God rules the Universe. I was
a foeble instrument in His hands, and throogh me and
the enalaved millions of my race, one of the problems
was solved that belongs to the greaf problem of Tuman
destiny ; and the solution was developed so gradually
that there was no great convulsion of the harmonies of
natoral laws, A solemn truth was thrown to the sur-
face, and what is better still, it was recognized s« fruth
by those who give foree to moral laws, An act may
be wrong, but unless the ruling power recognizes the
wrong, it s nseless to hope for a correction of it. I'rin-
ciples may be right, but they are not established within
an hour. The masses are slow to reason, and each
prineiple, to acquire moral foree, must come to us from
the fire of the erucible; the fire may inflict unjust pun-
ishment, but then it purifies and renders stronger the
principle, not in itself, but in the eyes of those who
arrogate judgment to themselves. When the war of
the Rovolution established the independence of the



