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PREFACE.

Ir has been announced on authority that there
“exigts in the Church of England a combined and
organited parly, the scarcely concealed object of
which ig a reversal of some, at least, of the leading
principles of the Reformation, and a return to prin-
ciples and usages either of pre-Reformation times,
or, at the very least, of that period of transition
which preceded the first Prayer-Book” On the
supposition that such is the fact, a concise History
of the Church and State in conflict with the Papacy,
during the reign of Henry VIIL, may perhaps not
be regarded as unseasonable, considering that it waa
in the progress of that conflict that the * principles
and usages” above-referred to formed the main sub-

1 Letter of the Bishop of Gloucester and Bristol to the Dean
of Gloncerter, dated Ang. 18, 1873,
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jects of diepute. A good deal, no doubt, has of late
been written on this and kindred subjects, but I cannot
help thinking that the conflict which it is the object
of the following pages to consider, has not been treated
of sufficiently apart from the personal character of ‘the
actors in it, to allow of so accurate an estimate of the
importance of the great questions at issue, as it is
desirable to acquire.

The object I have kept in vinw', themlfora, has
been to confine the attention of the reader, az much
" aa practicable, to the facts of History, without regard
to the persons by whose ageney the affairs of the
Church and State in England were, at the time,

carried on.
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