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PREFATORY NOTE.

A writes on Dryden is more especially bound to acknowl-
edge hiz indebtedness to his predecessors, because, so far
as matters of fact arc concerned, that indebtedness must
necessarily be greater than in most other cases, There is
now little chanes of fresh information being obtained about
the poat, unless it bain a fow letters hitherto nndisecovered
or withheld from poblication. 1 have, therefore, to ac-
knowledge my debt to Johnson, Malone, Scott, Mitford,
Bell, Cliristic, the Rev. K. Hooper, and the writer of an ar-
ticle in the Quarterly Revigio for 1878, Murray’s “ Guide
to Northamptonshire™ has been of much use to me in the
visita I have made to Dryden’s birthplace, and the numer-
ons other places associated with his memory in his native
county. To Mr J, Chorton Collins T owe thanks for
pointing out to me a Dryden house whick, so far ss he
and I know, has sseaped the notice of previous bingra-
phers. Mr. W. Noel Sainsbury, of the Record Office, bas
supplied me with some valoable information, My friend
Mr, Edmund ‘W, Gosse has not anly read the proof-sheets
of this book with the greatest care, sugresting many things
of valae, but has also kindly allowed me the use of origi-
nal editions of many late seventecnth-century works, in-
cluding most of the rare pamphlets against the poet in
reply to his satives,



vi PREFATORY NOTE

Except Seott’s excellent but costly and bulky edition,
there is, to the disgrace of English booksellers or book-
bayers, no complete edition of Dryden. The first issue of
this in 1808 was reproduced in 1821 with no material al-
terations, but both are very expensive, especially the sec-
ond. A tolerably complete and not unsatisfactory Dryden
may, however, be got together without much outlay by
any one who waits till be can pick up at the bookshops
copies of Malone's edition of the prose works, and of Con-
greve’s original edition {duodecimo or folio) of the playa
By adding to these Mr. Christie's admirable Globe edition
of the poems, very little, except the translations, will be
left out, and not too much obtained in duplicate, This,
of course, deprives the reader of Scott's life and notes,
which are very valuable, The life, however, has been re-
printed, and is easily accesaible,

In the following pages a few passages from a course of
lectures on “ Dryden and his Period,"” delivered by me at
the Royal Institufion in the spring of 1880, have been
incorporated.
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DRYDEN.

. CHAPTER L

BEFORE THE REATORATION.

Jonw Daypes was born on the 9th of August, 1831, at
the Vicarare of Aldwinkle All Baints, between Thrapston
and Oundle. Like other small Northamptonshire villages,
Aldwinkle iz divided into two parishes, All Saints and St
Peter's, the churches and parsonage-houses being within
bowshot of each other, and some little confosion has arisen
from this. It has, however, been cleared up by the indus-
trious researches of various persons, and there is now no
doubt about the facts. The house in which the poet was
born (and which still oxists, though altered to some extent
internally) belonged at the time to his matemal grandfa-
ther, the Rev. Henry Piokering.  The Dirydens and the
Pickerings wore both familice of some distinetion in the
county, and both of decided Turitan principles; but they
were not, properly speaking, neighbours. The Drydens
eriginally came from the neighbourhood of the border, and
a certain John Dryden, about the middle of the sixteenth
century, married the daughter and heiress of Sir Jobn
Cope, of Canons Ashby, in the county of Northampton.
l"



