A DICTIONARY OF
THE GREBO
LANGUAGE



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9781760574475

A Dictionary of the Grebo Language by John Payne

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



JOHN PAYNE

A DICTIONARY OF
THE GREBO
LANGUAGE

ﬁTrieste






DICTIONARY

{F THR

GREBO LANGUAGE.

BY THe

R'T, BEY. JOHN PAYNE, D. D.

OF YHE PROTESTAXT EPISCOTAL MISCI0N, CATPE PALMAQ, WEAT AFRICA.

NEW YORE:

PRINTED BY EDWARD (. JENKINSG,
Ho. 14 FRANEFORT ETEEET,.

1560,

~
Fig



THE NEW YORK|
BURLY LIBSARY

405812

A28, CEHLE AND
TILBL oA THNE,

afiibedeéfphiijbklmootprstui

YWY E
Sound of Vowels,
a pronoonced as in fhther i pronounced as in ravine
n £l ik hatl I 11 L1 P‘iﬂ
ﬁ L L] all o 113 “ e
a o “ they 4 s ¥ not
i " W omet u i ¥ rule
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Diphthongs.

ai pronounced as i in pine,

&l « “ ow in now,

1} i “ u i pare,

Sound of Consoncnis.

& always hard ng n go, ¥ 15 used a2 3 consonant as in
yard; ch is pronounced 28 in shurch; bw, gm, gmw,
bml, kb, kbw, kp, kpw, mw, and ay, are combinations
which have no reprasentatives in Koglish pronuneiation,

Nesals,

Il and An at the begioning of words, and nh at the
end, represent the nasal sound.




INTRODUCTION.

L3

Tre Gredo people inhabil the West Coast of Africa
about Cape IMalmas, in lat. 4° north. Like the Tribea
generally in this region, they have come from the Interior
at a comparatively receny date, Of this no better proof is
needed than the eorrenmt treadition that o Apdo Haf
{foreign house) —no doubt, Portnguese slave factory—was
found at Cape Palmas when tho (Orcbhoos mada their first
gcttlement thera,

It does not appear, however, that the Grebocs came
directly to this place in their emigration from the north,
Their sarliest home near the const was in the rear of
Berehy, sizty miles below., Here, after becomi. z too
numerous for cotnfort in their narcow tarritory, a portion
of the tribe determined Lo embark in cénces oo the
ocean, und seek 8 new home towards the west. As how-
ever, the movement was oppesed by a majority, it waa
nocessary to make preparation for it in seeret, snd to em-
bark at night. In doing this a pumber of the canoes
capsized, and the people in them were left. These wera
called Worgho or the copefzed, from word, to capsize.
Those who launched snocessfully bounding over the waves,
took the name Ghebo from the monkey gré or gre.
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Proceeding up the coast the Greboes landed in de-
tached parties in the couotry aow inhabited by the
HBuboes below the Cavalla River, and at Cavalla and Cape
Palmas above. The towns built at thiz time seem to
have been small and temporary. The Greboes continued
their migration up the cosst as far as Grand Sestros,
forty miles above Capa Palmas, At length directed by
an oracle, the scattered figsements of the Tribe collected
and built & large town, on Cape Patmas, called Bwine, or
Bruimle.

These migrations of the Greboes, account for tho
affinity of their lsnguage with those of the tribea alongr
the coast between Cape Palmnz and Sinos tioely miles
to the north-west. At Grand Sestrog, indeed, are to he
found large branches of {ircbo families, and the dialects
glong a1l this portion of the enast are so moeh afike, that
the people readily converse with cach other. The re-
scmblance in continnod and ingreased by eonstant inter-
CONTAL,

It ia from this part of the coast that the Krosmen or
‘pative African seawen are ublained in greatest numbers.
The term Areo iy o foreign corvuption of Jraok, the
name of the tribe ud aud near Ssfra Kroo, seveotyfive
wiles above Cape Palmos. The Arpe people were tho
first to o to sen, and s other Tribes have followed their
Exnmple, the name Aroonen 118 becn extended to them.
It is now synonymous with sewmen,

Of this class, the Greboes at presont fornish a larger
number in proportion to their popolation than any othes
Tribe. They are to be tound in permanent or temporary
cormnunities at Fernando To, o thousand miles below
Cape Palmas, at Monrovia 'and SBterra Leone two han-
dred and fifty and four huodred miles above, at other
convenient shipping places and factories, as well sa on
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board of scores of trading vessels and men-of-war, They
| are, moreover, active traders themselves, doing for
foreigners a considerable commission business with the
people of the interior bordering on their own territory.

The proper Grebo population inelnding those at home
and abroad, does not probably much axceed forty thou-
gand ; but with that of kindred tribes reforved to, it is at
least one hondred and ity thousand. How far the
Grebo may superssde similar dialests cannot be foreseen ;
nor is it ascertsined at present to what extent it may be
nsed as the medinm of communicating religious imstruc-
tions m those dialects. Dut its afinity with these, and ita
value for inatructing those who speak it, make it well worth
the labor required to have added it to the namber of writ,
ten Isngnages, while the chacacter and position of the

arehoes themsclves—now being pendnally brought under
the influence of Christianity, throngh tho efforta of the
Hpiscopal Mission at Cape Palmas—would peem to
desipmate them a8 a part of God's chosen instromentality
for epreading tha Gospel and developing lawfnl commerce
in Western Afrien.

The following eollection of words has been made
during 5 comnection of tweniy-iwo vears with the
Epizoopal Mission #t Cape Palmas. Its publication has
been delayed parily by a press of duties which left com-
paratively little time for such work, aond partly fromn the
conviction that & good degreo of familiarity with a
language is easential to any reliable vocabulary of it. I
is still ineomplete; but o far as it goes it may be reliod
ujren 98 correck,

The system of orthozeaphy adopted, is that recom-
mended by Pickering {or reducing the Indian languages
to writing. It was isavgurated by ihe Rev. J, L.,
Wilson, late of the A. B, C. F, M, who during his
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residence at Cape Palmas, devofed sonsiderable attention
to reducing the Grebo diatect to writing. The diacritical
marks used do notaocurately designate all the vowel sounds
in the language. But it was deemed inexpedient farther
to encumber the words; especially as there are many
shades of sound and intonation, only to be apprehended
in a thorongh acquaintance with the spoken langnage.




GREBO DICTIONARY.

A, pr. we, our. -

Adui, pr. oursclves.

Ah, pr. ve, your.

Ahdui, pr. yoarselves.

Ahmonh, pr, you,

Ahmu, pr. ye.

Ahbnyebwetn, gr, yootselves,

Ahbwio. A word of aalutation in the plural nomber;
also, an expreasion of thankfulness on receiving
a gift or set of kindness.

Ake, (Eng)n ark

Amo, pr. us.

Amu, pr. we.

Aun, (Eng.) n. bouar.

Awi, adv. yes.

. A
A, pr. he, she, his, her,

Abe, pl. ohbe, pr. other.
..ELdﬁ, pl. ohde and wade, pr. such, one sech.



