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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL.

Srate Geoosical Survey, UNIVERSITY oF ILLINOIS.
Ursana, IuL., Oct. 25, 1907.

Governor C. 5. Dencen, Chairman and Members of the Geological

Commission: .

GENTLEMEN—I submit herewith a report upon the physical geo-
graphy of the Evanston-Wavkegan tegion, with the recommendation
that it be published as Bulletin 7 of the survey. This report has been
prepared under the direction of Professor R. D. Salishbury of the Uni-
versity of Chicago, consulting geologist of this survey. It forms the
first of a series now in preparation of “Educational Bulletins.,” These
have been cafled educational becanse their purpose is to put useful
information concerning the gealngy and geng:raph of the State, or
some parts of it, before those who are not speciagstudeﬂts of these
sciences! More patticularly, their purpose is to put into available
form such knowledge as will help those who are not geologists in
understanding the common phenomena of their own regions. The
bulletins are therefore intended to serve the citizens at large, rather
than special students of geology, or special industries of the State
which depend, directly or indirectly upon the mineral resources.
Other and more technical publications serve this latter purpose.

Two classes of people are kept especially in mind in the prepara-
tion of these bulletins. These dre: {1} Intelligent citizens whose
attention, for one reason or another, has never been directed to geo-
logy. Among such citizens there are always some who are interested
in understanding their home regions; and through the understanding
of one region the gencral principles of geology may be grasped, much
more easilv. The knowledge thus acquired may be a source of
much satisfaction 1o those who possess it. Furthermore, there is al-
ways the possibility that occasion may arise in the future when the
information can be turned to account in economic ways.  (2)
Teachers of physical geography and geology. These sciences are now
taught somewhat generally in high schools, and might be pursued
with great advantage much mare widely than now in the country
schools.  According to the improved methods of study at the present
time, it is essential that the subjects studied be so illustrated and ap-
plied that the kuowtcdgt acquired becomes a part of the student's per-
manent equipment. His Stu_dy of physical geography fails of its full
‘purpose nnless it puts him into possession of the ability to interpret
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the surface of the land as he travels to and fro in after life. The
best way to acquire this ability appears to be to make application of
principles studied in the schoo! to the phenomena of the region in
which the school is located. Many of the principles of physical geo-
graphy and geology are illustrated within easy reach of most of the
schools in the State.

The second purpose of those bulletins, therefore, is to put the
schools of the various parts of the State into possession of a general
account of the principal geographic and geological features of their re-
gions, which may be used as 5 sort of field book. This field study in
physical geography serves the same purpose as labaratory work in
physics and chemistry, in connection with those subjects,

It will be long hefore all the important region.s of the State can be
coveted in this way., In the choice of areas selected for eafly treat-
tnent, three considerations have controlled, These are the following:
{1). Areas of great inhercnt interest have taken precedence over
those not so favored. (2). Areas of which topographic maps have
been made take precedence over those not so mapped; and (3) areas
where the bulletins are likely to be used, again have precedence. Topo-
graphic maps have as yet been made over but a relatively small por-
tion of the Btate. Fortunately the lake shore from Chicago north-
ward has now been mapped, the Waukegan quadrangle, immediately
north of the Highwood and extending to the State line having just
been completed. :

This arca, one of exceptional and varied interest from the point of
view of physical geography, was chosen as the Rrst to be reported on.
Dr, Wallace W. Atwood of the University of Chicage. and Dr. James
Walter Goldthwait of Northwestern University, already tharoughly
familiar with the region, collaborated in the preparation of the accom-
panying report. Tt is hoped that the material here hrought together
will stimulate the interest not only of the citizens and students of the
area, but that it mav also envich the teaching of phvsical geographv
throughout the State. The clear deseription of the action of the
continental jee sheet which once covered the region. the fascinating
history of Lake Michigan, and finally the anatyses of the development
of stream courses in the arca should be of gensral interest.  Inci-
dentally the discussion of the water resources of the area is of practi-
cal importance to all residents of this thickly nopulated area.

The survay is wnder great obligations to Professor Salisburv and
the authars of this report for its preparation. Acknowledgments
shonld also be made to the T2, 5. Geolowical Survev for the 1se of
figures 3 and 13, and to Director E. A, Dirge of the Wisconsin Geolo-
gical and Natural History Survey for the use of firures 11 and 127
fig. A, pfate T: fig. B, plate VIIT and fig. & and B, plate TX.

Others similar educational bulletins are heing prepared and witl he
offered for publication as rapidly as circumstances will permnt,

Respeetfully,
H. TFoster Taw,
Directar.



