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PREFATORY NOTE.

f HE main object in publishing this
lirtle pamphlet 1= to embody a
paper written on the minor pro-
ducts and resources of Ceylon about forty
years ago by the late Mr. Henry Meade.
This will be found on pagess 4g9-84. " We
have also had in wview, if possible, the
encouragement of a new local industry
in Alee Fibre, such as has been suc-
cessfully established in Mauritivs, and
under the name of * Risal Fibre or Hemp”
(see page 108) in the Bahamas and other
parts cf the West Indies and Mexico, and
Yucatan, Mr. D. Morris's paper on Ramie
or Rhea Fibre, page 85, is also well worthy
of local attention.

We trust to see a considerable trade in
Fihres beyond those now included in our
Customs list, established ere long in Ceylon.

Coroaso, 20rH FEBUARY 1890,
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PREPARATION OF AND TRADE IN
ALOE FIBRE !H MAURITIUS.

——

are printing on pagad o seg., & pamphlet
published in Magritins in 1832 and {rans-
lated for ue in that year. Its publiza.ion has
_ besn delayed, in aonsequence of the very dis-
couraging reanlts of trisls with the “Death’ machinery
to obizin fibre cheaply from the leaves of Fowrcroya
pigantea, tha very speciee of sloe which has
bean 80 socressfal in Maoritine There it seems to
spresd and grow spontenecusly and f0 be salti-
vated and prepared on & large seale, the axport
of alos fbre from the suger ialand having attained
sxtansive dimensions. The plant aould be grown
0 ahy extent in Ceylom, and the whole gquestion
hinges on the use of machines which will do good
work and chesply. Bupoh machines asem ko0 be
available io Magritioe, In 1882, it will be observed T
M. de Chpzal atated that B per centof the weight of
peaved in fibre or1ly fon of Bbre per sere wowld pay
him. A« tea ownltivetion ssems likely to be overdons,
eome of our readers may wish to turn their atten.
tion to thecoltivation of fibre-yielding plants and to
the preparation of the fbres. We therefore publish
the long delayed transiation, and we hope soon to get
further information from Macritios, especially as to



the machinery and applisncss-{ehemioals being deemad
objectionabla) osed in eztracting the fibre from the
leaves. The modein which Manila hemp { Musa tex”
tilig) id daalt with in the Thilippines i thus describad
by Mr. Wilkinson, British Coneal af Manils:—

weTwo strong uprighta are firmly fized 1n the
groond and oconnecied by & oross bar, in the can-
tro of which & largs broad-bladed knife is #xed
downwarda om & block of wood fastensd lengthwiss
om the bar; the &knife hes s strong handls, which
i eonneated By a cord to & lomng bamboo madae
to aot 88 & apring by being tied in the middle
#md the boit parallel snd above the bar; the free
end thue forms a supple apd powerfunl spring and
holds the edgs of the knifs firmly sguinat the
Biook; below the bar thers i3 & treadls attached
b¥ a cord to the handls of the koife: the moda
of operstion is for the worker to stand copposite
the knife plaging either foot on the treadle, which
he deprasses, thos forcing tha Enife handle down
and the binde op; Iie then plases a strip of sialk
(callad losally «ifa; beiween the blade and ihe
bicak lsaving only enoogh to wrap round o stock
on the near gide: he then relsases the iresdle and
the knife by the astion of the bamboo spring nipe
the gizrip firmly sgaiost the bleck, and om the
workmen drawing the strip through the pulp is lefi
behind. The spparsiua is extremely simple aod
inexpenaive.”

“In the Bulletin for April 1887 (No. 4) published
by the awothoritiesa of Hew, there iz & great desl
of intereating information regsrding the Manila
hemp. It is there stated that the whole sopply



cottes from the Philippine Islands; the imporis to
Great Britain ‘amounts to sboot 170,000 bales
eond to the United HSiates about 160,000 balea,
squal to about 50,000 tone per awnuwm.' The im.
porte t0 Caleniis are ocomparatively ingignificant,
being probebly less than 53 tons per annum,
It iz stated in the Eew report that a lsboorer
working under pressure * can plean nearly 20 lb.
of hemp per diem ; but ma a ruile the guantity
oleaned by ome man working steadily day by day
sversges abont 12 Th. ; wenally fwo men work together,
one oniiing down the stems and aplitting thom,
while the other oleans the fbre. Al the corrent
raie of wages in 1870 ome Isbourer's earnings
were Tid. io Bd. par diem.'

ALDE FIBRE AWD ITH FPREFABATION.*
By Eveson bpe Ouizir,
(Transiated by ¢ Edroly Firdd")

PaeEraoR 70 THE HEoosm EnrTiow.

The sordial weleome which this littls book has
met with &t the hands of the public dites its firsf
ediiion, which was brecght oot at the szpense and
by the order of the Chamber of Agrienliure, the sus-
tained demend of whish it has heen the object in
variona directions,—s demand which has lad to §ta
exhanstion,—above all, the growing favonr which tha
new indastry enjoys, bave socouraged me to bring
out & second adition,

* Do la Fibre d'Alogs, et des Bécenta Perfectinnma-
ments do daps les TProcédie d'Extrsction,
Etuds lue 4 la Béunion de la Chembre 4'Agrionlinre du
18 Janvier 1882, Denxzidme Adition. Manries: The
Morchants and Planters Gaestts, 1832,



